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PREFACE. 



The following Sermons are printed at the desire 
of many who heard them. The kindly feelings of 
my congregation have, doubtless, exaggerated 
their value ; but if they be made instrumental in 
confirming the faith of my hearers or readers, and 
of keeping them in the good old paths, unmoved 
by the strange and abounding errors of the day, 
the author's object will be attained. 

We must all sympathise in the effort to pro- 
mote a higher attainment gf holiness in the 
Christian Church ; but we must beware of seeking 
good ends by unscriptural means, and of " darken- 
ing God's counsel by words without knowledge." 

In this volume I have endeavoured to explain 
what I believe to be the teaching of Scripture on 
Sanctification. Let the doctrines stated be tested 
by the standard of God's unerring Word. If 
we speak not according to this, there is no light 
in us. 

I cannot help regarding with suspicion some 
phrases current amongst a certain school at the pre- 
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sent day ; and which have been coined to describe 
a new experience in the way of holiness. These 
are '' Holiness by Faith," '' the Higher Life," " en- 
tire consecration," " uniform victory over sin," 
^^ the possibilities of Faith : " one of these possi- 
bilities being, as I see suggested in a recent 
pamphlet on Holiness, " the eradication of our evil 
tendencies." That is, as I understand the words, 
the possibilities of faith to exterminate "the 
infection of nature in them that are regenerated," 
and so to make us sinless. If " Holiness by 
Faith " means that salvation in its fullest sense, 
, embracing sanctification, is the result of the 
Saviour's obedience and sacrifice, and is to be 
received only by faith, then I fully assent to the 
doctrine ; but if it means that holiness through an 
act of faith is an immediate work (and it is in this 
latter sense the phrase is now generally under- 
stood), then I entirely dissent from it. 

As to the teaching which emanates from the new 
school, I aflSrm that the Bible knows nothing of an 
instantaneous sinlessness by an act of faith, nothing 
of an instantaneous perfection through believing. 
Under whatever plausible name perfectionism may 
be hidden, — like the snake coiled up in the flower, 
such as " entire consecration," " the rest of faith," 
"freedom from inward conflict," the doctrine is 
unsanctioned by the Word of God. There is^ no 
promise of such a thing in its pages, no example 
of such a thing in its records ; not a saint in the 
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Old Testament or in the New was made perfect at 
once, or became perfect whilst in the flesh. They 
were men always pressing onward; confessing 
their constant sinfulness, and seeking continually 
for pardon. They all " groaned," as we do, in a 
body of humiliation ; were all members, as we are, 
of an imperfect Church ; all lived, as we do, in an 
imperfect world. This claim to perfection (for 
what is " the absolute copsecration of ev6ry power, 
sensation, and longing to Christ," " the undeviat- 
ing surrender of every part of the being to Him," 
but perfection?) is a claim not made by any 
of the prophets, or apostles, or martyrs who 
have gone before. It is to be feared that 
such a claim is Antinomian in its tendency, 
and that they who make it must lower the stan- 
dard of holiness to bring it within man's reach, 
and minimise the evil of sin in order to escape its 
condemnation. May not the doctrine of an in- 
stantaneous holiness through faith have its rise 
in a sinful impatience which would outrun the 
will and outstrip the pi^omises of God, and thus, 
though bearing a spiritual appearance, be in 
reality a work of the flesh ? Growth is not only 
one of the natural laws of God in creation, but 
one of the spiritual laws of God in the new crea- 
tion. Had God so willed it, the fruit might hang 
on the branches ripe and mellow without any inter- 
mediate stages of development; but God has ap- 
pointed the gradual processes by which there is 
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the fonning of the tender shoot, and the blooming 
of the beautiful blossom, and the slow maturing 
of the fruit — processes carried on through the frosts 
of winter, and the genial days of spring, and the 
warmth of summer sunshine. And so, no doubt, 
God is glorified by the progressive growth of the 
Christian, more or less rapid as it may be, and by 
the advance of his sanctification through conflict 
and imperfections and failure; for it is through 
this chequered experience that we are taught a 
deeper humility, a more entire dependence on the 
merits of Christ, and a more thorough trust in the 
grace of the Holy Spirit. 

To quote the words of another — " This present 
season of conflict teaches us lessons respecting sin 
and holiness, grace and love, which we could never 
have personally learned if we had known no con- 
flict, if, as soon as we believed, we had at once 
been taken into the perfection of heavenly rest." 
Whatever we might wish or desire as to sanctifi- 
cation being like justification, an act complete at 
once, and under no conditions of progress, and so 
to escape the pain and trouble of conflict, let us be 
willing to believe that God's way is the best way ; 
and while we wait upon Him in faith and dili- 
gence and prayer, let us partake of the confidence 
that " He which hath begun a good work in us 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." 



CONTENTS. 



CHAP. 

I. THE SAINTLT CALLING .... 

II. THE WILL OF GCD OUB SANCTIFICATIOlf . 
in. THE BELIEVER BBCKONINO HIMSELF DEAD TO SIN 

IV. THE SINLESS AIM, AND THE PROVISION FOR FAILURE 
V. THE HOLINESS NECESSARY FOR THE VISION OF GOD 

VI. SANCTIFICATION THROUGH THE TRUTH . 
VII. THE saint's CONFLICT, AND THE SAINT*S VICTORY 

vin. THE saint's gradual transformation 

IX. THE saint's life-work .... 
X. THE SAINT PRESSING ONWARD 



PAGB 
1 

21 

39 

57 

77 

99 

119 

141 

161 

181 



I. 



THE SAINTL Y CALLING. 
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THE SAINTLY CALLING. 

**To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints : 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ."— Romans i. 7. 

In these beautiful words the apostle addresses the 
Church at Rome. He is writing to those in that 
city who had been " called out of th^ darkness " 
of heathenism into the marvellous light of the 
gospel of Christ. They had abandoned their old 
idolatry and superstition for the pure worship 
and holy service of the crucified Nazarene. The 
gospel had been to them 'Hhe power of God, and 
the wisdom of God unto salvation." At least, 
St Paul assumes as much. He takes them on 
their profession. They had been baptized into 
the Christian faith, and were members of a 
Christian Church, and he addresses them accord- 
ingly as true believers, and as heirs of the pro- 
mises which are all Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus. 
It may have been that whilst all were called 
externally, some may not have been called effec- 
tually. Still, as they were in visible communion 
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with the Church, he writes to them as the " be- 
loved of God," and as " called to be Saints ; " and 
he salutes them in the beautiful words, " Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ." It is in the same manner 
that he addresses other Churches. He dedicates 
one epistle to " the Saints at Ephesus ; " another 
to " the Saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi ; " 
and another ^' to all the Saints and faithful 
brethren which are in Christ at Colosse." From 
which it is quite clear that the apostle assumes 
that they who called themselves Christians were 
sincere in their profession, and that, exercising the 
judgment of charity, he writes to them as true 
believers in the Lord, and as members of that one 
body of which He is the Head. And it is also 
abundantly clear that St Paul considered Saint- 
ship to be a privilege which may be enjoyed in 
this life. It is not in another world that we reach 
** Saintship," but here. A false Church, one which 
has corrupted the truth, when a certain time has 
elapsed after their death, canonises those of her 
communion whom she considers to have been 
eminent for their holiness, and places them in the 
catalogue of her '' Saints," and orders a certain 
reverence to be paid at their shrines, and pilgrim- 
ages to be made to their tombs. But, brethren, 
Saintship begins on earth. It is not only " the 
spirits of just men made perfect," and which have 
passed out of the conflict and the sorrow, that have 
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attained the Saintly condition ; but all, every- 
where, who, by their union with Christ, have been 
justified and sanctified, and who, being dedicated 
to God's service, reflect His image and show forth 
His glory. 

And now, on the threshold, let me say that 
there is nothing so desirable as Saintship. There 
is no character so high, so noble, so grand, if the 
Word of God be true, as that of Saints. The 
Bible throws a rare beauty and attractiveness 
round the saintly calling. The indispensable 
qualification for heaven is sanctification. " The 
will of God " in heaven " is our sanctification." 
** God has called us unto holiness." " Without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord;" and the 
exhortation which God lays on the hearts of all 
who would enter His presence ^is this, "Be ye 
holy, for I am holy." 

To the Saints all blessed promises are made; 
for the Saints all glorious things are reserved. 
" God preserveth the soul of His Saints;" " He 
keepeth their feet ; " " they are all in His hand ; " 
" their death is precious in His sight." When 
the Lord comes, it is to be "glorified, in His 
Saints;" "they walk in white" in the New Jeru- 
salem ; " they follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth ; " " they stand on the sea of glass mingled 
with fire, having the harps of God;" and " they 
sing the new song " which belongeth to those who 
are "redeemed from the earth." Such being the 
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case, as all grandeur and all glory is connected 
with Saintship, it is very needful that we should 
know '^ what is the hope of the divine calling, 
and what the riches of the glory of God's inherit- 
ance in the Saints." I shall, therefore, take up for 
our consideration ^^ the Saintly calling," looking 
at it in various aspects, and setting it before you 
in the light of revealed truth. The subject is pro- 
minent in the thoughts of Christians at the present 
day, but, alas I much has been said upon it which 
tends to obscure rather than enlighten the revealed 
will of God. And some, in calling us to " follow 
after holiness," would persuade us to leave the 
old paths, well beaten by many a Saint of God, 
for a new and untrodden way. To all who pre- 
tend to set forth discoveries in the way of holi- 
ness, we may safely apply the proverb, " What is 
new in them is not true, and what is true is not 
new." 

Rather would I counsel you in words which 
God addresses to His people, " Stand ye in the 
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls." '' May God give us a 
right judgnTent in all things,*' and vouchsafe His 
blessing, as we consider together what His Word 
says to us on the subject of *' the Saintly calling" ! 

It is to the pr-esent " Saintship " of the believers 
that I wish to direct your attention in this opening 
discourse. Separating the words from their con- 
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text, I take as my subject the expression, " Called 
to be Saints," hoping to find in it much that is 
" profitable for our instruction in righteousness." 

"Called to be Saints." 

Here I might address you all as being in visible 
communion with the Church — as baptized, and 
therefore separated solemnly to God — as confirmed, 
many of you, and therefore by your own deliberate 
act set apart to Christ as His. Taking you thus 
upon your profession, I might speak to you as 
having a fellowship with the whole family of God 
in earth and heaven. 

For, brethren, fcowever you may deny your call- 
ing, however you may despise, neglect it, or live 
in indifference to it, yet by the Christian privileges 
which you enjoy, by the Christian ordinances of 
which you partake, by the invitations of the 
gospel sounded again and again in your ears, you 
are called — externally " called to be Saints." 

But I prefer to restrict these words to those who 
have been " called " effectually by the grace of God 
working in them, and who, being " temples of the 
Holy Ghost," and " renewed in the spirits of their 
mind," are separated from the world, and set apart 
to the service of God. 

Now, when we speak of Saintship, we must never 
forget the source from whence it springs. Sinners 
are " called of God," because they have been 
chosen of God. We must trace the stream of 
grace back to its great fountain-head. The pure 
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river of the water of life proceedeth out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. Salvation 
springs from God's eternal love ; and as I know of 
no truth that more cheers the soul, so I know of 
no truth that more humbles the mind, than the 
consciousness that it is not of merit, but of mercy, 
that we are saved — *^Not of works, lest any man 
should boast." All good comes from God. " He 
hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling; 
not according to our works, but according to His 
own purpose and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the worid beo^an." To use the 
words of God Himself, " I have loved thee with 
an everiasting love, and therefore with loving- 
kindness have I drawn thee." 

But if " Saintship " lies in the eternal appoint- 
ment of God, which is the root and beginning of 
all that is good, what are the means by which 
the sinner is raised to character and attainment 
so high ? How do we become Saints ? 

There is no question more important for us than 
this. How can the sinner become a Saint? '' Who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? " I 
am told that in heaven there is "a great multi- 
tude which no man can number, and which stand 
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands;" and 
I long to know how they came there. '^ Who are 
these?" I ask, " and whence came they?" Let 
God Himself answer through the lips of the 
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Elder : " These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb/' It is 
through the sacrifice of Christ that we are saved 
from our sins, both in their guilt and power. 

" This is the will of God, even your sanctifica- 
tion," writes St Paul. And again he says, " By 
the which will we are sanctified, through the offer- 
ing of the blood of Jesus Christ once for all." 

By the sacrifice on the cross we are justified, 
and by this we are sanctified, dedicated to God, 
consecrated to His service. *^ The Lord Jesus 
has by Himself purged our sins," and by faith in 
Him we are saved. So that for " the Saintly 
calling" there is needed the pardon of sin, and 
reconciliation with God through the merits of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and without this there can be 
no access to God and no entrance into heaven. 

Brethren, for Saintship, you must wash in the 
fountain opened for all sin and uncleanness, and 
you must have the witness of the Spirit within you, 
that, through the precious blood of Christ, you are 
clean, "without spot, or wrinkle, or blemish, or 
any such thing." The guilt of the past must be 
done away, blotted out, cancelled, before you can 
worship God " in the beauty of holiness." And I 
lay the more stress upon this, because there are many 
who invert the order established in the kingdom 
of grace, and place holiness before forgiveness. I 
believe it to be a common, as it is a most dangerous 
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wile of the devil, to persuade men, that holiness 
is a condition of acceptance with Christ. Thus 
Satan deludes many souls ; for when conscience 
becomes uneasy, and men grow anxious about 
their eternal interests, and wish to escape out of 
the city of destruction, he sends them off in a 
wrong direction, and turns them away from the 
cross of Christ. It were a fatal error to make 
our pardon rest upon our holiness, not our holi- 
ness upon our pardon ; to regard good works, not 
as the result, but the cause of saving mercy ; and, 
mistaking the fruit for the root, to fancy that God 
forgives men because they are holy, when, in point 
of fact, He makes them holy just because they are 
'' accepted in the Beloved." We work, not for 
life, but from life. It is when, through believing 
in Christ, we become one with Him, grafted into 
Him as the branch is grafted into the vine, united 
to Him as the limb is to the body, that through 
this union and engrafting immediately the Holy 
Ghost flows into the soul — that Holy Ghost which 
is the Author and Giver of all life. He slays the 
enmity of the carnal mind, and sheds abroad in 
the heart the love of God. He purifies the affec- 
tions, elevates the desires, spiritualises the tastes, 
enlightens the mind, and changes the whole man. 
And now the internal consecration begins. Now 
you present yourselves, your souls and bodies, to 
be living, and reasonable, and holy sacrifices unto 
God. Now " the love of Christ constrains you to 
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live not unto yourselves, but unto Him who died 
for you, and rose again." Prayer is a pleasure — 
the Word of God a delight — the Lord's house a 
sanctuary — communion with His people a privi- 
lege ; and when you come to the holy table, you 
feel that you are entering your Master's "ban- 
queting-house," and that His "banner over you is 
Love." I believe that this is the felt-experience 
of all who are beloved of God — " called to be 
Saints." 

Other signs than these follow them that believe. 
There is a daily growth in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
The natural passions are being gradually subdued, 
and the body kept under, and brought into sub- 
jection. " The weight " that would hinder us in 
running the Christian race is being more and 
more laid aside, and " the besetting sin " is being 
more habitually overcome. The temper that was 
irritable is controlled ; the tongue that was sharp 
and bitter is " bridled ; " the spirit that was hasty 
is restrained ; the proud will is bent and subdued ; 
and the affections that once were entangled in the 
world are now turned to heaven, and set upon the 
things which are above. The inner life of grace 
begins more and more to rule the outer life of 
nature, and in the war and strife of the two 
contrary principles, the flesh a!nd the Spirit, the 
heavenly overpowers the earthly, and with resist- 
less power quells and keeps it down. 



12 THE SAINTLY CALLING. 

Nor ig this all ; there is not odIj the resistance 
of evil, there is also the cultivation of all that is 
'Movely and of good report," and devotion to 
every good work. Whatever is holy is congenial 
to him that is ^^ called to be a Saint." He is 
drawn to it irresistibly ; and that not so much by 
eflfort and constraint, as by a law of his new being 
which is in harmony with all that is holy and 
pure. And so his path is an upward one and an 
onward one. " Forgetting the things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto those things which 
are before, he presses toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 
There is about the Saint a likeness to Christ, 
a conformity to " the Man of Sorrows," which 
cannot be mistaken. He has the mind in him 
which was also in Christ Jesus ; and " clothing 
himself with humility," he ever takes the lowest 
seat, and, with the apostle, counts himself '* less 
than the least of all Saints," and " esteems others 
better thanliimself." He walks in love as a dear 
child of God ; and manifesting by his walk that 
^^ the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, and 
righteousness, and truth, he proves what is accept- 
able unto the Lord." He lives for others ; " looks 
not on his own things, but theirs ; " " seeks not his 
own wealth, but theirs;" *^he puts on, as one of 
the elect of God, bowels of mercies, kindness, hum- 
bleness of mind, meekness, long-suflFering, and is 
forbearing, tender-hearted ; forgiving all oflFenders, 
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even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven him." 
When he suffers wrongfully, he "endures grief for 
conscience toward God ; " remembering that " even 
hereunto is he called, because Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example that we should follow 
His steps ; who did no sin, neither was guile found 
in His mouth ; who, when He was reviled, reviled 
not again; when He suffered, He threatened n<5t : 
but committed Himself to Him that judgeth right- 
eously." The Saint does not covet sorrow, — nay, 
rather shrinks from it : would pray that the cup 
might pass from his lips, with the agonising 
cry, " If it be possible 1 " But when God sends 
it, he bows the head with the words, " Not my 
will, but Thine be done." He has no pleasure in 
the cross with its sharp nails and painful burden, 
but when God lays it on his back, he carries it 
cheerfully, and is strong to suffer through " the 
grace that is suflScient" for all that need, and 
through "the strength that is made perfect in 
our weakness." The cares of life, he casts them 
upon his Father in heaven ; its anxieties and 
circumstances *he commits unto Him whose he 
is, and whom he serves, and who has promised 
that these and all " other things shall work 
together for good to them that love God, who 
are called according to His purpose." He knows 
that there is a divine alchemy which can change 
crosses into crowns, sighs into songs, tears into 
jewels, and cause " the light aflSiction, which is 
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bat for a moment, to work out a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory." 

Then how is it with the Saint and the world ? 
" The world " is one of the three great enemies of 
the Christian, and as formidable as either ^^ the 
flesh " or ^' the devil." It is most subtle and en- 
snaring, and by appealing to all that is congenial 
to the natural heart, — ^to its pride and ambition, 
its love of pleasure, and self-indulgence, and repu- 
tation amongst men, — it seeks to overcome us 
in its snares. But he that is "beloved of God, 
called to be a Saint," overcomes the world by the 
victories of faith. He can be in it, and yet not 
of it. Because of the purer tastes and the higher 
enjoyments which are now his, the world grows 
very little in his eyes; the diflSculty of giving 
it up becomes small, and he wonders that its 
follies and fashions, its amusements and tempta- 
tions, should be placed by any for one moment in 
comparison with that " kingdom of God which 
is not meat and drink, but righteousness, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost." The world daily 
grows less in his sight, because he is rising above 
it, and ascending to a higher region; and the 
fashion of the world seems ever passing away, 
because he himself is ever passing and pressing 
on the way to heaven. 

There is more even than this in Saintship. 
The religion of him who is " called to be a Saint " 
consists not in passive, but in active piety. 
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There is a great deal of misconception on this 
subject. The saint of the Romish Church, the 
saint of the painter and the poet, is the pale and 
worn ascetic, who fasts, and tell his beads, and 
keeps midnight vigil, and goes through a mono- 
tonous routine of prayer, within the walls of a 
monastery ; or is the woman who, taking the veil, 
and renouncing society, retires from the world to 
the weary seclusion or dreary cloisters of a con- 
vent. This is the sentimentalism of saintship. 
Not such the saintship of the New Testament. 
See this exemplified in that Divine Man who, 
whilst He at times withdrew to the lonely desert, 
and spent often whole nights in prayer, taught in 
the synagogue, frequented the towns of Galilee, 
and mingled in the throng that crowded the 
streets of Jerusalem. He is our example, who, 
wherever He went, went about doing good, heal- 
ing the sick, feeding the hungry, pleading the 
cause of the fatherless and the widow, receiving 
the penitent, and earning for Himself this noble 
opprobrium, ^^The friend of publicans and sinners." 
The truest piety is that which is the busiest, has 
its hand full of good works, often turns its foot- 
steps to .the homes of the poor, and the sick and 
the sufiering, and the ignorant ; " visits the father- 
less and widows in their aflBiiction," and throws 
itself with eager zeal and a whole heart into the 
cause of Christ and the service of men. Brother, 
am I setting before you too high an attainment ? 
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Am I drawing a character that is wholly ideal ? I 
think not. I do not say that Saints will ever arrive 
at perfection here, that they will never fall into 
sin ; for the history of the best, and each man's 
own sad and sorrowful personal experience, prove 
to our shame and sorrow that they do : but their 
sins are the occasion of holy sorrows, and they 
repair to the fountain where, weeping, they wash 
away their guilt in the blood of Jesus ; and they 
are taught by their very falls to walk more softly, 
humbly, prayerfully, and circumspectly. So was 
it with Peter ; so is it with all who are " beloved 
of God, called to be Saints." 

Let me now ask if I have in any measure 
sketched your character in describing that of a 
" Saint " ? Some of you may have attained to all 
that I have been speaking of, but many of you 
may fall far short of it. 

There is a good deal said in the present day, 
and much that is unscriptural, about "per- 
fectionism " and " holiness by faith ; " and there 
never was a time when we needed more to pray 
for " a right judgment in all things," and for 
wisdom to " try the spirits whether they be of 
God." Whatever men may say — using new terms 
for what they call " a new experience " — '^ about 
the rest of faith," " the sabbath of the soul," 
" the higher life," the " cessation of conflict 
from within," — you and I will find that to the 
end a warfare will have to be waged between 
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the old man and the new ; that " the lust of 
the flesh doth remain even in them that are re- 
generate ; " and that it is only by constant prayer 
and vigilance, and by standing ever on our guard, 
that we are enabled to overcome. That we do not 
more habituallv overcome is our own fault; for, 
fighting in the strength of divine grace, Christ 
our watchword, and victory our aim, and taking 
to ourselves the whole armour of God, we shall be 
able to ,stand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand. Oh, let us seek to maintain " a closer 
walk with God ; " let us give all diligence to make 
our calling and election sure ; for thus " working 
out our salvation with fear and trembling," while 
God works in us both to will and to do of His good 
pleasure, "b^nd thus *^ growing in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ," 
we shall be holier — much holier — than we are. 
Our life will rise into a happy illustration of these 
noble and beautiful emblems — " The path of the 
just is as the shining light, which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day ; " " they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles : they shall run and 
not be weary, they shall walk and not faint." 

Friends and fellow-men, let us, in ** that 
strength which is made perfect in our weakness, 
strive after a more holy life, and " walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith we are called,'' maintaining 
an attitude of determined hostility against evil, and 
a spirit of resolute endeavour to be " blameless 

• B 
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and harmless" in the midst of a wicked and per- 
verse world. Oh, there is a beauty in holiness 
which glorifies the meanest Saint, and sheds on his 
character the light of heaven. The King's daughter 
is ^' all glorious within ; " she is glorious with the 
inward graces of faith and love, humility and hope; 
she adorns herself for her Lord with the ornaments 
of " a meek and quiet spirit," and with "what- 
soever things are pure and lovely, and of good 
report." Let us put on such adorning as this, 
remembering that in the sight of God it is of great 
price. Ours be the privilege to " adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour in all things." And let us 
begin to clothe ourselves in the beauties of holiness 
to-day. If duties have been consciously neglected, 
let us begin to perform them. If sins have been 
knowingly committed, let us at once cast them 
aside, and " cleansing ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit, let us perfect holiness in the 
fear of God." There will be nothing dreamy in 
this, nothing mystical, nothing fitful or emotional ; 
but a daily, humble, quiet, patient walk in love, in 
lowliness, in long-suffering, in meekness, and 
goodness, and truth. There is no need for us to go 
outside our own circle, or the position in which we 
are placed by the wise providence of God; no 
need to seek large spheres or great missions ; the 
home life will be all-suflScient, and in this un- 
numbered opportunities will present themselves to 
glorify God and to benefit man. 
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'* The common round, the daily task. 
Will furnish all we ought to ask. 
Room to deny ourselves — a road 
Daily to lead us nearer Qod/' 

So denying ourselves, and living nearer to God, 
we shall ever be "meetening for the inheritance 
of the saints in light," realising our heavenly 
citizenship, and having a fellowship and com- 
munion with those blessed ones who walk in 
white before the throne, for they are worthy; 
and who ever pursue their saintly oflSces in the 
presence of God and of the Lamb. We, too, 
when the fight is fought out and the course 
finished, shall join that happy throng, and with 
them be " presented faultless before the presence 
of God's glory with exceeding joy." 

But whilst I speak thus, let us always remem- 
ber that all saintliness is nothing without Christ. 
We must ever be looking to Christ, ever lean- 
ing on Christ, ever laying hold of Christ, ever 
having recourse to Christ, and " that blood of 
Christ which cleanseth from all sin." We can 
never get beyond the cross. Here we began 
when we first "fled for refuge to the hope set 
before us in the gospel ; " and here we must 
end, when " the earthly house of this tabernacle 
is about to be dissolved," and we are about to 
enter " the house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens." Christ's merit is our passport to 
life; His righteousness is the robe in which we 
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are to appear before God. He crowns in glory 
the work which He began in grace ; and when we 
come into His presence, we shall fall down before 
His footstool to cry, " Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing." 
In the conscioosness of many sins, in the retro- 
spect of many failures, I thank God more and 
more for these precious words, the basis of my 
hopes, and the ground of my assurance— " He 
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified," 
and " ye are complete in Him who is the Head 
of all principality and power." 



II. 

THE WILL OF GOD OUR 
SANCTIFICA TION. 



II. 



THE WILL OF GOD OUE SANCTIFICATION. 

"For this is the will of God, even your sanctification." 

— 1 Thess. iv. 3. 

Such importance did Martin Luther attach to the 
doctrine of justification by faith in the merits and 
death of Christ, that he called it " the Article of a 
standing or falling church." Salvation through 
faith dislodges all confidence in our own works ; 
it sweeps them away as grounds of a sinner's 
justification in the sight of God, and his acquittal 
at the bar of judgment. A very remarkable 
illustration of this is found in the history of that 
noble man and eminent Beformer to whom I have 
referred, and who with bold and dauntless spirit 
faced the dangers and conquered the diflSculties 
he had to encounter when confronted with Eome. 
While he was reading the Bible on one occasion, 
seeking there for comfort for a sorely wounded 
spirit, his eye fell on the words, " The just shall 
live by faith ; " and out of that statement sprang 
the noblest revolution the world has ever seen. — 
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*^ the Beformation." Receiving the truth in the 
love of it, Lather cast aside the mental and moral 
fetters with which he was hound, and declared 
himself the freeman of God and of Christ. 

Taking these words, and using them as a 
trenchant axe^ fearless of man, and trusting in 
Qod, he split up, root and branch, the hoary and 
gigantic tree of Romish superstition. Thus did 
Martin Luther, sweeping away all refuges of lies, 
removing from the Church all that had not the 
sanction of Scripture, stripping it of those human 
inventions and superstitious observances beneath 
which genuine Christianity was wellnigh buried, 
bring to light this central truth of the Bible — ^this 
on which I lay the greatest stress, and rest my 
strongest hopes — that we are justified freely by 
God's grace ^* through faith," and not of works ; 
and that ^^ the gift of God is eternal life through 
Christ our Lord." 

But there is another doctrine of the gospel 
equally important with that of justification, namely, 
Sanctification. 

** Do we then make void the law through faith ? " 
asks St Paul. Some have done so. Wild in their 
extravagance, and bold in their fanaticism, men 
have risen in every age to trouble the Church, and 
bring the gospel of grace into contempt, by saying 
that we may ^^ continue in sin that grace may 
abound.'^ From such Antinomian and innaond 
doctrines — doctrines equally fatal to all the inte- 



THE WILL OF GOD OUR SANCTIFICATION. 26 

rests of society, as well as destructive of the peace 
and purity of the Church — the true believer shrinks 
with holy abhorrence ; this ia his language, — 
" My soul, come not thou into their secret; unto 
their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united." 
I know that St Paul says, " We are delivered 
from the law, that being dead wherein we are 
held ; " but are we delivered that we may sin ? 
A thousand times. No 1 God forbid 1 We are 
delivered that we may serve God — serve Him with 
a purer, better, truer service — " serve Him in the 
newness of the spirit, and not in the oldness of 
the letter.'* Knowing ourselves to be redeemed 
by the precious blood of Christ, we remember 
thankfully that " He gave Himself for us, that 
He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works." These the believer will always be care- 
ful to maintain; and longing, as he does, after a 
growing holiness, his desires will shoot upward to 
the skies ; and while he rejoices in a full and free 
salvation through faith in the blood of Christ, he 
will rejoice no less in such a statement as that 
contained in the text, — " This is the will of God, 
even your sanctification." 

The subject which lies before us is " Sanctifica- 
tion." It is a subject of the deepest importance ; 
and among the many errors which have crept into 
the Church of Christ, none are more dangerous 
than those which are connected with this doctrine. 
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Men's minds are greatly exercised upon it just now, 
and many things have been said and written upon 
it which have no authority in the Word of God. 

Now the word " Sanctification " is used in two 
senses in the Bible, and these it is very important 
that we should distinctly understand, and endea- 
vour to keep in mind. To " sanctify " means, in its 
primary signification, to separate from common 
and profane uses, and to set apart to the service 
of God. It is a word borrowed from the Levitical 
dispensation. Thus, in the Old Testament, we find 
that certain seasons, and places, and things, and 
men, were more especially consecrated unto God. 
Thus the Lord " sanctified the seventh day ; " and 
thus severing the nation of Israel from the rest of 
the world. He set them apart as a peculiar people 
to Himself; and thus also did He sanctify the 
first-born. In the same sense " the tabernacle," 
and " the vessels of the tabernacle, were sancti- 
fied," set apart, that is, for the special service 
and worship of God. 

Passing on to the New Testament, we find that 
the word has the same meaning there in a variety 
of passages. Thus in the 10th chapter of St 
John, and the 36th verse, it is written, ^' Say ye 
of Him whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent 
into the world, Thou blasphemest because I said I 
am the Son of God ? " 

Now here there can be no doubt whatever as to 
the meaning of the word " Sanctified." Anything 
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which implied the idea of gradual progress and 
advancement in holiness would be quite foreign 
to our Lord's meaning. The passage refers to 
Christ's being "set apart" by His Father to a 
certain work for the accomplishment of which He 
left heaven and took upon Him our nature — 
that work being the redemption of sinners by the 
sacrifice of Himself. To this solemn office He was 
" set apart," or consecrated by the Holy Ghost. 

Again, in the Acts of the Apostles, the 26th 
chapter and 18th verse, when Paul is relating to 
King Agrippa the circumstances of his con- 
version, and the commission which had been 
given him by Christ to preach the gospel to the 
Gentiles, he uses the same remarkable word, 
" To open their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, 
and inheritance among them which are * sancti- 
fied ' by faith that is in me." 

Now here the word " Sanctified " means pre- 
cisely the same as it did in the former passage. It 
signifies that act of " setting apart," or '' consecra- 
tion," by which God's people are engaged to serve 
Him from the moment they truly believe in Jesus. 
The very same use of the term is to be found 
in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, the 1st 
chapter and 2d verse : — " Paul, called to be an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, and Sosthenes our brother, 
unto the Church of God which is at Corinth, to 
them that are ^ sanctified' in Christ Jesus," — that is 
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to say, "set apart" to God by virtue of their 
union with the Saviour. The word does not refer 
to a process going on, but to an act done, by 
which the Corinthian believers were placed in a 
new position, and consecrated to th^ service of 
Him who bought them with His blood. I may 
remind you, that whenever we find the apostles 
addressing the elect by the title of " Saints," — that 
is, as a people " set apart," — or whenever they 
employ such language as the following — " By the 
which will we are sanctified through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all," — the same 
idea runs through their words ; they are speaking 
not of a gradual progress in holiness, but of the 
act by which the believer in Christ is separated 
from the world, and consecrated to the service of 
God. ^^ Sanctification," in this sense, is incapable 
of degree; the youngest and weakest believer is 
as " complete in Christ," as fully " accepted in 
the Beloved," as entirely severed from the world, 
and made over to God, as the Christian of long 
standing and matured experience. 

Now there must be this " Sanctification," this 
^^ being set apart" to God's service, in the case 
of every true child of God. This act stands at 
the very beginning of the Christian life, and is 
introductory to the " Sanctification " which, in its 
secondary sense, means a gradual progress in holi- 
ness, an ever-deepening growth in grace, by the 
power and unction of the Holy Spirit. To be 
saved, a sinner must not only be outwardly ^' set 
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apart," but inwardly renewed by the Holy Ghost. 
And wherefore ? Because by nature man is fallen 
and corrupt, a servant of sin and Satan. 

" The carnal mind is enmity against God,'* and 
the carnal mind dwells not only in the profligate, 
the cruel, the unjust, the openly wicked and de- 
praved, but also in all those who, living only to 
please themselves, are practically *^ living without 
God in the world." This may sound harsh — it may 
be a hard saying; but it is the truth. There is 
thought to be a great difference, and there is a 
great difference, between the immoral and profane 
and vicious, and those who are endowed with many 
lovely and pleasant virtues, who are pure and up- 
right and refined ; but the cultivated and refined 
mind may show itself quite as much the servant of 
Satan, by its enmity to holiness, and by its hatred 
to all spiritual religion, as the lower, and more 
debased mind, which indulges in the foul pleasures 
of a gross and revolting debauchery. In order to 
*^ sanctify" men, or "set them apart" from the 
service of sin to the service of God, their hearts 
must be changed ; the love of God must be written 
there ; the carnal mind must be removed, and the 
spiritual mind be implanted in its stead. And so 
these expressions are used with respect to the 
people of God : they have " passed from death 
unto life ; " they are " made new creatures in 
Christ Jesus ; " they are " translated from dark- 
ness unto light" Now, this change, which passes 
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over the Christian through virtne of his nnion 
with Chrifit, is specially the work of the Spirit of 
God. And here mark, — the Spirit's work is not 
an independent work. The Spirit is as much 
engaged in that everlasting covenant of redemp- 
tion, which secures salvation to all the people of 
Grod. as the Father or the Son. The Holy Ghost 
gives to the soul of the believer light and know- 
ledge, the evidence and experience of divine 
things ; and He does this according to His cove- 
nant engagement ; and therefore it is thus written 
in the 1st chapter of the First Epistle of Peter, 
" Elect according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ." The Trinity is engaged in the 
salvation of the elect. Salvation designed, salva- 
tion executed, salvation applied — ^this is the gospel 
news : it tells us of a God who wills, a Gt)d who 
works, a God who handles the remedy, and who 
makes use of it for the cure of diseased souls. 
Various as are the persons and the offices of the 
Godhead, " the Three that bear record in heaven " 
are one in mind and one in intention; conse- 
quently, when one acts all act. There is no sepa- 
rate agency, no such thing as being the subject of 
the operation of the Third Person, and yet not 
the subject of the operations of the First and 
Second. One in purpose and one in working, 
however the Godhead may distribute into different 
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channels the gifts of heavenly loving-kindness, 
yet these gifts must always meet in one and the 
same soul, assembling into one common centre 
the blessings which flow from three separate 
sources ; so tha^ a man cannot be justified with- 
out being sanctified, nor can he be sanctified 
without being justified. You cannot separate the 
two in practice, any more than you can separate 
the convex from the concave. The two blessings, 
though easily separated in theory and in thought, 
are yet so closely connected, that the one cannot 
exist without the other. God is no imperfect work- 
man, half saving a man. With the title to heaven 
He also confers a meetness for heaven. And it 
should comfort and encourage all who are at times 
cast down by reason of indwelling sin and remain- 
ing corruption, that " He that hath begun a good 
work will carry it on unto the day of the Lord 
Jesus, for this is the will of God;" and that 
will shall be perfected in all His people : " This 
is the will of God, even your Sanctification." 

You understand, then, the primary meaning of 
Sanctification. It is the setting apart of a pecu- 
liar people to God, their consecration to Himself 
as His priests, through their union with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and by the indwelling of His Holy 
Spirit. It is an act done- at once and for ever. 
*^ By the which will we are sanctified, by^the offer- 
ing of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." 

We now come to what may be called the secon- 
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dary view of the subject " Sanctification" also 
means a gradual advance in holiness under the 
constraining influence of the Holy Ghost. This 
is a work carried on through the whole life, and 
only ceasing with life. Though as soon as a sinner 
is in " Christ Jesus, united to Him by faith," he is 
safe for eternity, and "meet for the inheritance 
of the saints in light," yet so long as God spares 
him in the world there will be an advance in 
heavenly things. Wherever there is life, there 
must be growth. It is so in natural things, and 
the law is the same in spiritual things. So soon 
as the seed is quickened in the soil, it grows, — 
grows by night and by day, — and at length, 
piercing the hard clod, it shoots its way upward, 
and emerging into the light of day, drinks in the 
dews of heaven, and, xmder the blessed influences 
of sun and shower, on, and ever on, it rises and 
gains strength, until, in a few years, it branches 
out into a tree that flourishes through the warmth 
of a thousand summers, and defies the storms of 
a thousand winters. There is the same growth 
in human life. The infant develops with each 
successive year, all its faculties opening like the 
petals of the expanding flower : the prattling child 
grows into the blooming boy, the boy into ripened 
manhood, till the feeble babe, that once hung 
helpless on its mother's bosom, plays his part on 
the stage of life, commands on the field of war, 
shakes the senate with his eloquence, or wields 
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the sceptre of a mighty nation. Now the same 
law of growth holds good in spiritual things. We 
are to "grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

We are to "growup into Christ in all things." 
We are not always to remain children, but are to 
grow into the stature of full-grown men. And, 
depend upon it, if there be no advance on the 
road to heaven, no further attainments in grace, 
we may safely conclude that there is no true 
spiritual life. There are many stages in our 
progress to glory. There is the "babe in Christ," 
and there are " young men in Christ," and there 
are "fathers in Christ; " But in every stage there 
is growth; there is a gradual increase in those 
spiritual graces which are thus named by St Paul 
as "the fruits of the Spirit" — "love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance ; " and just so far as our course 
is an onward one and an upward one, just so far 
are we carrying out "the will of God, which is 
our Sanctification." 

We are to make efforts to "grow in grace." 
While all our hopes of progress, and all our 
spiritual strength, depend on the promised aids of 
the Holy Spirit, nothing that the Spirit does 
supersedes our own efforts. It is a most idle 
fancy, and ensnaring to many, that because we 
are dependent on the Spirit for all spiritual life, 
therefore we need not trouble ourselves with efforts 
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of onr own. But, brethren, if God works in us, 
we are to " work out our own salvation with fear 
and trembling." We are to aim at a daily increase 
in every holy and Christian habit, resolving to 
master sin, and to keep a " conscience void of 
offence both towards God and man." It is to 
edbrts, not to idleness, to diligence, not to supine- 
ness, that God calls His people. He bids them 
" add to their faith, virtue ; and to virtue, know- 
ledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and to 
temperance, patience ; and to patience, godliness ; 
and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness, charity." Paul was an illus- 
trious example of diligence in the Christian life. 
" Brethren, I count not myself to have appre- 
hended ; but this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus." This is the way in which 
we must ever be making advancement in the things 
of God ; for in this world we shall never attain 
to complete sanctification ; the old nature will 
never be entirely dead to sin, and to the last *^ the 
flesh will lust against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh ;" so that it shall still be too true 
of us, " Ye cannot do the things that ye would." 
We shall never reach perfection while we are in 
the body ; and if there be any who say that they 
have attained this sinless condition, they are 
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condemned out of their own mouth ; for spiritual 
pride must be at the root of such a self-compla- 
cent mood. I had rather have a humble, watch- 
ful, self-condemning Christian, than any of those 
who, boasting in their personal holiness, erect 
their trophies, and sing their hymns of victory, 
and count up the days in which they have lived 
without sin. " The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit and a contrite heart." A Christian's holi- 
ness may be measured by his humility. He that 
lies lowest at the feet of God as a sinner lies 
highest in His bosom as a saint. The man that 
was caught into Paradise and into the third 
heavens, was also the man who called himself at 
one time " the least of all saints," and at another 
*' the chief of sinners." But though to feel and 
to bewail our sinfulness is one of the best evi- 
dences of grace, and though perfection cannot be 
our attainment in this life, we should always make 
it our aim. We should never give way willingly 
to sin, but wrestle against it, and, through God's 
strength, endeavour to overcome. 

And have we not every encouragement to 
"follow after holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord " ? For has not God promised 
us those heavenly aids, and that heavenly armour, 
by which we shall rise triumphant over every 
enemy of our peace ? Blessed promise ! The 
believer is constantly humbled and dissatisfied 
because of his small attainments in the divine 
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life, and the little conformity he attains to Christ ; 
and what is to comfort and encourage him under 
a sense of his unworthiness, and shortcomings, 
and slow progress in grace, and in likeness to his 
Divine Master? The promise that ^^He that has 
begun a good work in him " will, in spite of all 
opposition of the flesh within and the world 
without, " perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ." The assurance, " The Lord will perfect 
that which concerneth us, and that our Saviour 
is one who can help us to-day, and give us a 
present victory over our sins. For our dependence 
must be on Him. It is He, and He alone, who 
can quicken our faith, deepen our love, animate 
our hopes, and reveal to us more and more of the 
evil of sin ; and through His strength it is that we 
shall continue to advance, and to grow in every 
Christian grace and perfection. Therefore, while 
fighting manfully and working diligently, and 
while watching unto prayer, let us live hopefully 
on God, and casting away all faint-heartedtiess, 
let us rest on the blessed words, " This is the 
will of God, even your Sanctification." 

Here let me pause, and ask, how is it with you ? 
I beseech you to examine your own hearts, and 
consider your standing before God. Children of 
God, y(M have been set apart from the world to 
the service of Christ. You through union with 
Him have received of the Holy Spirit ; ycm have 
been ^^ washed, justified, and sanctified in the 
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name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God." Are you living in accordance with this 
high vocation ? are you living unto Him who died 
for you and rose again ? Nay, if you cannot go 
thus far, can you say that you wisk to live for 
Him? that you wish to please Him first, and love 
Him best ? Oh, see to it that your heart is right 
with God. See to it that at least in purpose, and 
aim, and desire, you can say, "Whom have I 
in heaven but Thee ? and there is none' upon earth 
that I desire beside Thee. My flesh and my heart 
faileth, but God is the strength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever." Happy is he that can say 
so. " This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes," — as delightful as marvellous. Such 
devout feelings afford the most blessed evidence 
that the soul has been renewed, and that before 
it lie eternal ages of progress, — changes from 
"glory unto glory" in the world above; for this 
God has in store for His own. As the finite can 
only be satisfied with the Lifinite, even with 
Jehovah Himself, — in heaven there shall stretch 
before the souls of the ransomed, in knowledge, in 
love, in true holiness, a field of illimitable progress, 
— a progress upwards and onwards unto that which 
they shall be for ever approaching, yet unto which 
they shall never attain — the throne of God. This 
shall be the ever-brightening lot of those who, 
being renewed and purified, shall carry a holy 
nature to a holy heaven, and be presented " fault- 
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less before the presence of His glory with exceed- 
ing joy ; " the lot of all in whom has been carried 
out " the will of God, even our Sanctification." 

Finally, Christian brethren, " members of His 
body," let me ask you to carry away from the 
whole subject these two thoughts. Firsts " The 
will " of your Father in heaven, the end for which 
your Redeemer came and suffered, was that every 
one of you might be holy, consecrated to God, 
serving Him and glorifying Him here, and to 
serve Him and glorify Him for ever hereafter. 
For this end you were born ; for this " born 
again;" for this given "the witness of the 
Spirit," and a "meetness for the inheritance of 
the saints in light." 

The second thought is this : " The man who is 
Christ's has a divine life in his soul, and will 
daily grow in grace ; his advance in holiness 
manifesting that he is ever reaching heavenwards, 
— that he is "led by the Spirit of God," from 
grace to grace, and strength to strength, his " path 
shining more and more unto the perfect day." 
May this experience be ours ! May " the very God 
of peace sanctify us wholly : and I pray God our 
whole soul, and body, and spirit, be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ! " 
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THE BELIEVER RECKONING HIMSELP 

DEAD TO SIN. 

^' Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." — Bomans 
vi.ll. 

This chapter contains passages as great in interest, 
if not greater, than any in the Epistles. Here are 
given US the links which unite justification with 
sanctification. Here we are taught how the right- 
eousness which is imputed to us by faith leads to 
the righteousness which is manifested in spiritual 
obedience. On no subject is there a greater lack 
of spiritual discernment than on the manner 
in which a believer becomes holy, — how he that 
is justified becomes sanctified. To understand the 
apostle's argument in this chapter, we must trace 
the whole drift of his reasoning on the great 
subject of God's grace, as manifested in the aton- 
ing death of Christ for His people. In reading 
the Bible, we are too apt to forget that the division 
of chapters and verses is entirely arbitrary and 
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artificial, and for the convenience of the reader, 
and that, as originally written, the continuity of 
Scripture was unbroken. Many overlook this, and 
so it has come to pass that they make a real 
separation between chapter and chapter, so much 
so indeed, that some speak of " the wilderness of 
the seventh chapter," of ^Hhe unhappy seventh 
chapter" of this epistle to the Romans, and of 
" the happy eighth," forgetting that we ought to 
read one of these letters to the Churches as we 
read the letter of an ordinary friend, not in frag- 
ments, but as an entire whole, through which runs 
the drift of one prevailing conception. St Paul 
carries on from the beginning of this Epistle to 
the Church at Rome an unbroken chain of the 
closest argument, and is setting forth one of the 
uUest expositions of Christian doctrine to be 
found in the New Testament. He has proved all 
men to be under condemnation because of sin, 
and has brought in the whole world guilty before 
God. He has shown that tfiere is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek; for that "all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God," 
and that therefore all are under a doom, and a 
penalty from which there is no escape by the deeds 
of the law. " Sin reigns unto death ; " the fruit 
of sin in time and in eternity, is death. How, then, 
can any one be saved? for have we not all " done 
what we ought not to have done, and left undone 
what we ought to have done " ? Though we have 
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not been great sinners, though there are degrees 
of guilt, yet is not the law so sacred that one 
offence, one breach of any of its commandments, 
exposes us to the curse of the law as certainly as 
a thousand ? The apostle James says, " Whoso- 
ever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in 
one point, is guilty of all." How, then, can we be 
saved consistently with the truth and righteous- 
ness of God ? 

St Paul tells us, in the 21st verse of the 5th 
chapter, " Grace reigns through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord." Christ 
by His death bore the punishment that we should 
have borne. He by His obedience won a right- 
eousness, the reckoning and the reward of which 
are transferred to us ; and we by accepting eternal 
life as " the gift of God through Jesus Christ," 
are saved freely, fully, and for ever. So that we 
may well echo those beautiful words of the apos- 
tle, which fall with the very cadence of music on 
the ear, " Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound." But to this some may say, 
" What, then, shall we do more of this sin, that 
we may share more of this grace ? " And the 
apostle,' thrilling as it were with the thought of the 
divine mercy, gives Jiis most clear and emphatic 
negative to such a question i " God forbid. How 
shall we, who are dead to sin, continue any longer 
therein ? " How shall we, that are dead in law — 
dead in respect of that sure condemnation which, 
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bnt for Christ; would have passed upon ns all, 
and from which we are only preserved throngh 
Christ's death, which has restored ns again to life — 
how shall we continue in sin, afker an escape has 
been thus made good for us by Him who died 
in our stead? ^^Know ye not that so many of 
us as were baptized into Jesus Christ, were bap- 
tized into His death ? '' As the baptized person, in 
descending under the waters of baptism, resigned 
the old life, and in the act of ascending from them 
emerged into a new life, so we, representatively, 
in the death of Jesus Christ underwent this kind 
of baptism, even immersion under the surface of 
the ground at His burial, whence we emerged with 
Him again at His resurrection. " Therefore we are 
buried with Him by baptism unto death; that like 
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk 
in newness of life. For if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of His death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of His resurrection." As we 
share in His death, so shall we also share in His 
resurrection. " Knowing this, that our old man is 
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin." 
The believer is reckoned with, just as if in his 
own person he had sustained the agonies of cruci- 
fixion, and undergone an adequate punishment 
for that guilt for which Christ rendered an ade- 
quate expiation. And all this with a further object, 
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that in him " the body of sin might at length be 
altogether destroyed," and that henceforth, from 
the moment of his becoming a believer, "he 
might not serve sin." "For he that is dead is 
freed from sin." The death we are counted. to 
have suffered in Christ as the punishment for sin, 
and which relieves us from all further charge be- 
cause of sin, secures our escape from that tyrant 
beyond whose penalties we are now entirely placed. 
" Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that 
we shall also live with Him ; knowing that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, dieth no more, 
death hath no more dominion over Him ; for in 
that He died, He died unto sin once ; but in that 
He liveth, He liveth unto God." And now follows 
my text. It is an inference from all that goes 
before. " Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

I have dwelt purposely at some length on the 
argument of the apostle, that you may grasp his 
meaning, 'and be in a position to enter into the 
truth that underlies this verse. Let us now search 
into the meaning of St Paul when he calls upon 
us who believe to "reckon ourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." What are we to understand bv 
the words, " Reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin " ? Probably some here to-day are not 
very clear as to what answer they would give ; for 
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there is much misconception on this point on the 
part of many who " profess and call themRelves 
Christians." They do not comprehend the great 
privilege and blessedness contained in this and in 
other passages for a believer, when he is declared 
to " have died with Christ unto sin, that he might 
live with Christ unto God." Some regard the ex- 
pression as affirming a total insensibility to sin, 
that they are to "reckon" that sin has no power 
or strength within them ; that they are to account 
that they have reached a condition in which they 
are personally dead to the desires and motions of 
sin in the flesh. And this causes them much 
trouble and anxiety, and makes them go mourning 
all the day long. And the reason is plain : They 
do not feel that they are insensible to the habits 
and tendencies of sin ; they know the corruption 
of their own hearts ; they are painfully alive to 
the evil that is within. How can they reckon that 
to be true which they know to be false ? How 
can they cherish the belief of a thing that is not? 
How can they possibly think of themselves that 
they are crucified unto the love of sin, and that 
all their living desires are towards God ? Their 
experience is that of St Paul, who, enlightened by 
the Spirit of God, saw the exceeding sinfulness of 
his own heart, and, with a quick sensibility, detected 
the secret workings of evil in his inner man ; and 
who made this confession of shame, and humilia- 
tion, and regret : "I know that in me, that is, in 
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my flesh, dwelleth no good tiling : for to will is 
present witli me, but how to perform that which is 
good, I find not ; for the good that I would, I do 
not, but the evil that I would not, that I do/' 
And this is the experience of every Christian, 
and will be his experience to the end of his life. 
" The flesh will still lust against the Spirit and the 
Spirit against the flesh." His confession will ever 
be, " There is no ^ealth in me." His prayer will 
be, " God be merciful to me, a sinner ! " And 
not till the body is broken up at death, and the 
earthly tabernacle, in which is the leprosy of sin, 
taken down, shall he be delivered from the 
struggle between the two natures, and be tran- 
slated from ^^ the bondage of corruption into the . 
glorious liberty of the children of God." And 
now the question comes back to us for an answer, 
What does the apostle mean when he says, 
** Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
xmto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord " ? The verse must be read with the 
preceding one. " For in that He died. He died 
unto sin once ; but in that He liveth. He liveth 
unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." As Jesus died 
to sin, so, the apostle says, we are to '' reckon our- 
selves dead to sin." How did Jesus die to sin ? 
He did not die to sin in its motions and tempta- 
tions, in its corruption and in its lust, because 
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He was never alive to sin in this sense. ^^ He 
was holy, harmless, nndefiled, and separate from 
sinners,^" " the Lamb of God, without blemish, and 
without spot." He was sinless among the sinful, 
pure amid pollutions ; a faultless man, in whose 
holy breast temptation never kindled a wish, or 
thought, or fancy, that might not be laid bare to the 
eyes both of God and man. He Himself explains 
the wonder : " The Prince of this world cometh, 
and hath nothing in me." He therefore could not 
die to the sin that He never felt. How, then, did 
He die to sin? He died to its guilt and to its 
penalty on the cross ? He bore our sin in His 
own body on the tree, and thus made an end of 
its curse and punishment, and ^^ blotted out the 
handwriting of ordinances that was against us." 
And we are to "reckon ourselves dead with Him" 
on the cross to the guilt and penalty of sin, for 
through the crucifixion of our Surety sin has been 
cancelled and made an end of for ever. And so now 
we reach the apostle's meaning. It is not that you 
are to " reckon yourselves " as already pure, but it 
is that you " reckon " yourselves already pardoned. 
It is not that you are to " reckon yourselves dead" 
to the power of temptation, but that you " reckon 
yourselves dead " to the penalties of the law. And 
this assurance, which is the way to peace, and joy, 
and reconciliation, is the way of reaching to the 
new life of the holy and sanctified man. Justi- 
fication is the first step towards sanctification. 
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The knowledge that the guilt of our past 
transgressions is done away, that the ransom of 
iniquity is paid, that, in consequence of a death, 
the pains of which we never felt, the penalties of 
the law we so oft have broken shall never reach 
us, is the road that leads towards that '^ holiness 
without which no man shall see the -Lord." It is 
our acceptance in Christ, — our standing in Him, — 
that has a sanctifying influence on the character, 
land which by the power of God's Spirit is the 
instrument in our sanctification. And never will 
the sinner know what it is to be freed from the 
dominion of sin ; never will he know what it is to 
taste of spiritual joys, or to breathe with delight a 
spiritual atmosphere, till, buried in Christ's death, 
and raised in Christ's righteousness, he can walk 
before God with the confident assurance of one who 
is pardoned, accepted, and saved. Therefore, for 
the sake of your own peace, and for the sake of 
your own holiness, obey that precept which comes 
to you with all the authority of a command from 
God, and ** reckon yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord." 

"Alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord," 

As the believer died with Christ unto sin, its 
guilt and penalty, on the cross, so now he lives 
with Him in His resurrection life, having passed 
with Him out of the grave, and he rejoices in the 
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favour and loving-kindness of God. Our privilege 
is to count of ourselves that in Christ our curse 
has been borne, our debt paid, our condemnation 
discharged; and not only so — this is far from 
being all — but that in Christ, risen again from the 
dead, we are able to " rejoice in hope of the glory 
to be revealed." What a salvatio;! is that which 
Christ has brought nigh to all that trust in Him ! 
Not alone do we escape the curse attached to sin, 
but we obtain the blessing promised to obedience; 
not alone is the gate of hell closed against us, 
but the gate of heaven is opened for our admission ; 
not alone are we delivered from death, but we are 
assured of resurrection : " We are alive unto God." 
We live through the righteousness of Christ in 
that ^' favour which is better than life," the con- 
sciousness of which keeps us peaceful and happy 
here, and which often, even amongst the trials of 
our earthly pilgrimage, brightens into such' a 
gleam of heavenly joy, that it gives us foretaste 
of the coming bliss, when, on our entrance into 
the immediate and unclouded presence of God, 
we shall share with our Redeemer in the enjoy- 
ment of the divine glory, and the full possession 
of the divine love. 

And, brethren, this truth has, and is intended 
to have, a sanctifying influence upon the soul. 
It is because we are thus dead to sin, in its guilt 
and curse and punishment, and alive to God, 
sharing His favour, that we are not to allow sin 



HIMSELF DEAD TO SIK. 51 

to "reign in our mortal bodies, that we should obey 
it in the lusts thereof." That sanctifying power, 
which no real believer can withstand, is gratitude 
to Him who, by His mysterious passion, His tears 
and cries and anguish unutterable, His agonies in 
the garden, His sufferings on the cross, wrought 
out for ever so mighty a deliverance from death 
and heU. That which leads us on to holiness is 
the fire of love in our heart, kindled by that love 
which burnt so unquenchably in the heart of 
Christ, and which sustained Him under the 
burden of a world's atonement. It is the strong 
persuasion that now we are not our own, but the 
purchased and redeemed property of another. 
This moves, and moves irresistibly, the man who 
rightly appreciates all the horrors of that ever- 
lasting death from which we have been saved, 
and all the sufferings of that dreadful atonement 
which Christ had to endure. And "he thus 
judges, that as Christ died for all, then were all 
dead ; and He died that they who live might live 
no longer to themselves, but to Him who died for 
them and rose again." 

You see, then, how the doctrine of the text is 
a means towards our sanctification. We are not 
to read it, as many do, as a command to " reckon 
ourselves " personally dead to sin ; foi; that is 
bidding us " reckon " that to be true which we 
know to be false ; that is bidding us " reckon 
ourselves" holy in order that we may become holy. 
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It were a strange remedy for curing a man of his 
Bickness to bid him reckon of himself that he is 
in perfect health. I confess I do not understand 
the efficacy and influence of such a remedy at 
all. I do not see how, by the simple act of 
reckoning myself to be what I know well I am 
not, that I am to be placed beyond the gulf which 
separates me from that which I am from that 
which I desire to be. But let me "reckon" 
myself free from condemnation tjirongh the 
death of Christ, and fully pardoned and ac- 
cepted through His resurrection, and this will 
be the first step to a new life of obedience, 
and I shall be bound for ever by " the cords of 
a man and the bands of love" to Him who 
died that I might live, and whose "will is my 
sanctification." The faith of the gospel has a 
regenerating power. Justification carries with it 
a sanctifying influence. It is the knowledge of 
my forgiveness in Christ that is the instrument 
in the hand of the Holy Spirit for making me a 
new creature, for transforming me from the 
sinner that I am into the saint that I desire to 
be. It is through the cross of Christ, in which I 
glory, that I am " crucified unto the world, and the 
world unto me." How can sin be anything else 
than exceedingly sinful in my eyes when I reflect 
that it nailed my Saviour to the cross and laid 
Him in the grave ? How can holiness be anything 
else than desirable when I remember how dear 
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it is to Him who came down from God, and 
allowed all the vials of the Almighty's wrath to 
be poured on BQs head, that " He might deliver 
us from all iniquity, and redeem us unto Himself, 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works"? 
brethren ! the door to holiness is through forgive- 
ness, the gate to sanctification is through the 
dying love of Jesus. Have you passed through 
this door, entered through this gate ? If not, you 
are still unsanctified, because still unsaved, and 
yet you may have longings to be other than you 
are, and you may be putting forth all natural 
efforts to be so. But in vain ! all in vain ! You 
may have laboured long after the life of God 
and of heaven in the soul, but you have not 
reached it. You may have struggled, and prayed, 
and have wrestled with temptation, but you have 
failed, and the old sins have still conquered, and 
you are just where you were in the spiritual race. 
The whole weary work has to be begun over afresh, 
you have to go through the same fruitless and 
hopeless battle, and again and again have to con- 
fess, with shame and despondency, that you have 
lost ground instead of gaining it, that you have 
been vanquished by the sin which you know is 
working death. 

** Oh, the regret, the struggle, and the {ailing ! 

Oh, the days desolate, and useless years ! 

Vows in the night, so fierce and uxukvailing ! 
, Stings of my shame and passion of my tears ! *' 
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And why is this? You are in earnest to he 
delivered from sin ; you long to " cast aside the 
weight and the sin that doth so easily beset you." 
What is to be done ? Are you to yield to sin ? 
Are you to give up the struggle, and to live on con- 
tentedly in the misery of your present bondage? 
Are you to abandon faith in God and trust in 
Jesus Christ, and to go down to that dreadful 
world where sin shall have its perfect work, and 
be finished in the horrors of the death that never 
dies ? No, my brethren ! God be thanked, there is 
no need for this. You have been labouring in the 
wrong track ; you have been wearing yourself to 
no purpose. " Behold I show unto you a more 
excellent way." Receive into your heart of hearts 
that doctrine which is as much the power of God 
unto sanctification here as unto salvation here- 
after, and know, from this time forward, that the 
way of reaching the holiness that you aspire after 
is to accept a full salvation through faith in the 
Son of God — is to " reckon yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." 

And there follows from all this the great truth 
that salvation is of grace, and not at all of 
works. The doctrine I have been preaching to 
you cuts up legalism by the roots. The law bids 
us work for life, saying, " Do this and live." The 
gospel bids us work from life; you are alive, 
therefore serve. When you set forth on the path 
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of holiness under law, you do it to attain a life 
that you have not. When you set forth on the 
path of holiness under grace, you do it in the 
power of a life that you already have. Which is 
the way of this chapter is perfectly obvious. You 
are not here called upon to enter the service of 
God as those who have life to win, but to enter 
the service of God as those who are already alive, 
as those who can count upon heaven as* their 
own, and who, with a sense of God's loving favour 
in their hearts, and the prospect of glory in their 
eye, can walk along a road which, though it be 
narrow and straight, ^' shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day." And this is the spirit of con- 
quest ; success crowns faith and perseverance. To 
the end we shall have a hard fight of it. Enemies 
will beset our path down to life's last hours, and, 
as in some sieges, the hardest fighting may be in 
the breach ; for " the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force ; " but 
through God's grace we shall win our way on to 
victory, and at length be ^'made more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us." "He 
that hath begun a good work in us will carry it on 
to the day of the Lord Jesus ; " and in that day, 
robed in the righteousness of Christ, and sancti- 
fied by the Spirit of Christ, the saints shall appear 
in His presence, " not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing." 

One word more. The doctrine of the text con- 
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tains in it the very germ of Banctification, because 
it makes the life of heaven to begin on earth. The 
doctrine is this : That we who believe are invested 
with a deathless life, becanse we are raised np 
together with Christ, and " made to sit together in 
heavenly places in Him ;" that we are virtually in 
the very presence and kingdom of God ; that " onr 
life is now hidden with Christ in God," so that 
" when Christ, who is onr life, shall appear, then 
shall we also appear with Him in glory." If this 
be the case, how can we stoop to live the low life 
of sin, and worldliness, and earthliness, or live un- 
mindful of our heavenly heritage, seeing that we 
are bound in everlasting unity with the Spirit of 
Christ, and are sharers in the immortality of God? 
How, rather, must not the life of heaven deepen 
and brighten around us, and " our aflfections be set 
on things above," as we reflect that we are not only 
invited, but commanded, to *^ reckon ourselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord " ? 
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THE SINLESS AIM, AND THE PROVISION 

FOR FAILURE. 

" My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. 
And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous : and He is the propitiation for our 
sins ; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world." — 1 John ii 1, 2. 

Throughout this beautiful epistle the beloved 
disciple is addressing those who were one with 
him in a common faith. It is his desire that they 
should be sharers with him in the knowledge of 
God, and in the full enjoyment of every holy 
privilege. "That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellow- 
ship with us ; and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ ; " and 
" These things write we unto you that your joy may 
be full." He then delivers the message with which 
he is entrusted. " God is light," he says, " and 
in Him is no darkness at all." Therefore "if we 
say that we have fellowship with Him, and yet' 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth : 
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but if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesns Christ His Son cleanseth ns from 
all sin." For though "our fellowship is with 
the Father and with the Son, and though we 
walk in the light," sin is still in the child of God, 
and the flesh ever lusteth against the spirit which 
dwells in the renewed man. The child of Grod 
can at no time say he has not sinned. ^^ K 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us." Though we have in 
a judicial sense died with Christ, the old man 
having been crucified with Him, and though we 
have by faith assented to this when we came to 
the cross, and realised the judgment of God upon 
our sinful self there, yet morally the old man with 
his affections and lusts lives stilL And these 
affections and lusts, although they are not allowed 
to break out into open acts of guilt, have the 
nature of sin. But God has made provision to 
meet our sins. " If we confess our sins. He is 
faithful and just to forgive us . our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all xmrighteousness." K we open 
our heart to God, if we spread out our case before 
Him, concealing nothing, palliating nothing; if 
we tell Him of all our indwelling corruption, as 
well as of all failures and shortcomings, then we 
shall find Him " faithful and just ; " not indulgent 
merely, but " faithful and just " to forgive us our 
sins, and to ^^ cleanse us " through and through 
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from all unrighteonsiiess. But if, in the face of snch 
gracious dealing with us on the part of God, we 
shrink back from all open and guileless confes- 
sion, refusing to trust God, and doing violence to 
our own conscience; "if we say that we have 
not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is 
not in us." And then follows thie tender appeal 
which opens the second chapter, and forms my 
text, in which the apostle beseeches them not to 
misunderstand him, as if he meant to sanction 
their continuing in sin. " My little children, 
these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. 
And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with 
the Eather, Jesus Christ the righteous: and He 
is the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world." 

Let us, in the first place, look at the command, 
or, shall I caU it, the solemn exhortation, which is 
given to all who have fellowship with the Father 
and with the Son. " My little children, these 
things write I unto you, that ye sin not." 

Brethren in Christ Jesus, see your high calling 
of God. Perfect sinlessness is to be your aim, 
absolute holiness is to be your standard. You are 
to prove yourselves to be the sons of God by being 
" blameless and harmless, and without rebuke in 
the world ; " and " as He that called you is holy, 
so are ye to be holy in all manner of conversation 
and godliness." The very object which Christ 
had in view in our redemption was our complete 
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sanctification, body, sonl, and spirit; onr separation 
from all that wonld cause spot or stain on the 
conscience, not only from the outward evil word 
or act, but also from the thoughts and from the 
purposes of sin. " For the grace of God, that 
bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world ; looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious stppearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himself 
for us, that He might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works." Brethren, in these words 
is stated the thought that was in our Lord's heart 
when He left the bosom of God, and came down 
to earth ; when He became incarnate, and suffered, 
and agonised, and died in anguish and blood upon 
the cross. He would '' save His people from 
their sins." He would conform them to His own 
pure and perfect image, and, by the grace and 
strength that He would impart to them. He would 
enable them to '' put off the old man, and to put 
on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness." He would be 
their Saviour, not only from the guilt of sin, but 
also from its power. Brethren, it is a sinless 
model which is presented to us; a sinless ideal 
after which we are to strive. Do you acknowledge 
your obligation to be conformed to the one and to 
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reach the other? or do yon acknowledge it with 
some reserve and qnalification ? Do you limit 
the measure of conformity that may be expected 
of you by the infirmity of your frail and fallen 
nature ? Do you make a resolute and determined 
purpose not to sin ? or do you acquiesce too easily 
in the thought that, however you may try, you 
cannot expect to be without sin ? Take, for in- 
stance, some particular fault of temper or natural 
disposition, some known besetting infirmity; do 
you enter into a really honest determination to 
cast it aside, to subdue and overcome it? or do 
you yield, with a sigh perhaps, to what you con- 
sider an inevitable necessity, and reconcile your- 
self to what you deem to be unavoidable ? And are 
you thus virtually trying to ascertain, not how 
nearly perfection may be reached, but how far 
you may safely stop short of it? Brethren, be 
honest with yourselves. Surely your acquiescence 
in sin, your compromise with some indwelling 
corruption, your calculation as to what allowance 
may be made for a besettihg sin, is not worthy of 
one who professes to be walking in the light as 
God is in the light, and to " have fellowship with 
the Father and with the Son." Wilful indulgence 
in any sin is incompatible with '' abiding in Christ " 
and being ^' born of God ; " for ^ whosoever abideth 
in Him sinneth not." '' Whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth 
in him ; and he cannot sin, because he is born of 
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God." The duty of every Christian man, of every 
one who feels that sin is " exceeding sinful/' and 
holiness above all things desirable, is to purpose 
in good faith that he will not offend — is to rise to 
the high and holy determination not to sin. And 
to animate us to this is the very object which the 
apostle has in writing on this subject. All that 
he tells us of " the Word of Life," of " the life 
which was with the Father, and was manifested 
unto us ; " all that he tells of the divine fellow- 
ship, and of the nature of Him with whom our 
fellowship is to be, and of the provision made for 
our daily and hourly restoration, through "the 
blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanseth from all 
sin," — all is intended to give force and emphasis 
to the exhortation that " we sin not," — ^that in will 
and purpose we are to be bent on not sinning. 

And in this endeavour to '^ purify ourselves even 
as Christ is pure," and " cleansing ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, to perfect holi- 
ness in the fear of God," we must proceed upon 
the anticipation, not of failure, but of success; 
and we must assume it to be possible not to live in 
the commission of sin if we abide in Christ, and 
walk in open fellowship with God. Of course, 
there will be effort required for this — ^war against 
evil, the subjection of the body, the captivity of 
the will to Christ, the crucifixion of the flesh with 
its affections and lusts, the resolution to give no 
place to the devil either in thought, word, or deed. 
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And therefore the commands, " Stand in awe, 
and sin not/' are joined as cause and effect ; 
for the way " not to sin" is just to " stand in 
awe," — never to feel too secure, never to under- 
rate the^difficulty of a duty, never to sleep at our 
post, never to grow careless, and never to despise 
the power of our enemies. And this is just what 
Scripture teaches in these words, " Pray that ye 
enter not into temptation ; " " Watch ; " " Give 
all diligence to make your calling and election 
sure; " " Put on the whole armour of God." If 
we do these things, fighting with good heart, not 
desperately, as if we were leading a forlorn hope, 
but rather as grasping the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, " we shall never fall," and 
we shall find it no such impossible thing as we 
might imagine " not to sin." For with a growing 
clearness of vision, becoming more and more alive 
to the inexpressible beauties of holiness, and the 
hatefulness and heinousness of sin, our path shall 
be the ascending path of heavenliness and spirit- 
uality; it shall be ^Hhe path of the just, which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day." 

Brethren — and I appeal to you who are weary of 
sinning, weary of finding it always so possible, so 
easy to sin, to whom it would be heaven not to sin 
— ^let us aim at a more sinless and a more perfect 
walk. I know that it is only when we get to 
heaven that we shall know what it is not to sin. 
It is only when we reach that perfect state that we 
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shall be beyond the possibility of sinning. But 
even now, in the midst of all evil, beset with 
temptations from within and from without, we 
may attain to a holier life than we have yet 
reached, by '^ abiding in Christ," and having His 
seed abiding in us, as "those who are born of 
God." Let us set it before us as a settled and 
deliberate purpose, in the strength of God, not 
merely that we are to sin as little as we can, but 
that we are not to sin at all. And let us pray for 
grace that we may be able to act upon that earnest 
appeal to our purest ambition, '' My little children, 
these things write I unto you, that ye sin not." 

Let us now look at the provision which God 
tas made to meet our sins. " If any man sin," 
or, rather, if any of you that are children sin, 
"we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the Righteous : and He is the propitiation 
for our sins ; and not for ours only, but also for 
the sins of the whole world." 

Is there anything in this truth to encourage 
us in sin ? Is there anything in it to embolden 
us in a heedless walk, presuming on the advo- 
cacy of our great High Priest? Shall I, as a 
child of God, sin lightly because I am easily 
restored? Perish the ungrateful, ungenerous 
thought! Shall I dare to turn my Saviour's 
gracious advocacy into a plea for indulgence? 
Shall I make it the purchase of immunity ? Nay ; 
the goodness and grace of God in providing such 
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an Advocate will make sin in my eyes '' exceeding 
sinful; " will make me fear to offend, and produce 
a strenuous effort after a closer walk with my 
Father in heaven. Shall I continue in sin that 
grace may abound ? God forbid I My sin will lie 
all the more heavily on my conscience because 
of my Advocate's readinesss to take up my cause, 
and because of my Father's willingness to forgive. 
The goodness of God enhances the aggravation 
of any sin that I commit, and stamps with a 
deeper die its '' exceeding sinfulness." The sins 
of the child demand more tears, and more poig- 
nant searchings of heart, more of godly sorrow 
and more of bitter weeping, than the sins which 
he committed when he was in the world, of which 
he repented, and of which he obtained forgiveness 
when he left the far-off country for his Father s 
house. There is nothing to encourage me to sin ; 
there is everything to restrain me from sin, as I 
think how, when I have grieved the Father's heart, 
and vexed the Holy Spirit, and pierced the Son, 
that very Son Himself, '^ Jesus Christ the 
righteous," has ready the blood and water freshly 
flowing from the re-opened wounds to wash me 
anew, and anew present me to the Father, in a 
" grace that abounds over my abounding sin." 
Can I draw near to that Saviour whom I have 
been crucifying afresh ? can I touch those hands 
that I have been nailing again to the accursed tree, 
or feel them touching me again to bless me, with- 
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out my whole frame thrilling with the strong 
resolution never to offend again, as the voice 
speaks to my heart, " Glo and sin no more"? 
The advocacy of Christ gives no encouragement 
to sin. 

Another lesson from the text is this : Sin is 
still in the child of God. " If any man sin, he 
has an Advocate with the Father." He whose 
mind is most enlightened by the Holy Spirit will 
most clearly discern and most solemnly judge 
the sin of his own nature. Like the apostle 
Paul, who well understood the searching power 
of divine holiness and truth, he will be con- 
strained to say, " I know that in me," that is, in 
my flesh, " dwelleth no good thing." He knows 
but too well that " the flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh," and that 
these are contrary the one to the other, so that he 
cannot *' do the things that he would. " ^^ The Word 
of God, which is quick and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart," — that Word convinces him of sin, and 
shows him that it is no mere inert principle, 
but an active law in his members, ceaselessly 
warring against the law of his renewed mind. 
And experience will confirm this; and in the 
struggle and agony of the conflict with his 
fallen nature, with the motions of his sinful 
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flesh, with the desires of the natural heart, he 
will have often to cry out, "0 wretched man 
that I am 1 who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death?" The cry may be followed by 
the shout, " I thank God, through Jesus Christ 
my Lord;" but the cry will be wrung, never- 
theless, out of the very depths of his heart, as he 
feels that every holy affection is opposed by the 
unholy affections of his nature, and that every 
desire to do good is opposed by the conflicting 
will of the flesh. And, brethren, when we talk 
of sin, let us not judge ourselves by merely overt 
acts of transgression ; for the very conception of 
evil, though it does not ripen into actual iniquity, 
has the nature of sin ; and oh ! what sinful thoughts, 
and selfish desires, and unholy suggestions, spring 
up within us unbidden ; and how the affections 
that, true as the needle to the pole, should point 
steadily to heaven, shift about with every shifting 
windl Then how many sins of omission there are 
— duties unfulfilled, services unperformed, things 
left undone that ought to have been done, words 
unspoken that ought^ to have been said ; and all, 
when placed in the light of divine holiness, suffi- 
cient to condemn 1 And then our sins of ^' negli- 
gence and ignorance," how many they are 1 There 
may be workings of evil in us of which we are 
unconscious, motions and actings of the flesh 
which we pass over undiscovered. Surely it 
becomes us to confess with St Paul, " Though I 
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know nothiog by myself," that is, against 
myself, ^* yet am I not hereby justified, but He 
that judgeth me is the Lord." The apostle was 
conscious to himself of no unfaithfulness in motive 
or action in the discharge of his stewardship, yet 
he knew that those eyes which were as a flame of 
fire could pierce through all the hidden things of 
darkness, and detect sin where he himself saw 
none. There may be no indulgence in known 
sins, no evil-speaking, no wrong-doing, and yet 
the motions of sin in the flesh, the failure in 
perfect love to God, the coming short of true 
love to man, our jealousies, and envyings, and 
indolence, the little progress that we make iii 
the divine life, our mingled motives, our holding 
back from spending in the Lord's service, or from 
being spent in it, has the very nature of sin, and 
is sufficient for our condemnation. No wonder, 
then, that we are often cast down and disheartened ; 
and, indeed, we should altogether despair, and 
throw away both sword and shield in the battle 
against our spiritual foes, were we not sustained 
by hope in God's grace and mercy, and had we 
not this most blessed assurance, '^ If any man 
sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous : and He is the propitiation for 
our sins ; and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world." 

God has made provision to meet the sins of 
His children. " We have a great High Priest, 
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who has passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son 
of God." This great High Priest is '' Jesus 
Christ." "Jesus ! " there is music in the name. 
It is as " ointment poured forth," fragrant and 
precious. He is called " Jesus because He saves 
His people from their sins.^' And this Jesus, my 
Saviour — mine — pleads for me; and when, in 
spite of my firmest purpose not to sin, in spite 
of my prayers and struggles against sin, I am 
compelled still, under the pressure of some be- 
setting sin, to cry out, '* Unclean ! unclean ! " He 
is my Advocate with the Father ; and if so, then 
I can turn to my soul, and say, in the midst of 
much discouragement, '' Why art thou cast down, 
my soul, and why art thou disquieted within 
me ? " Go, on assured of victory. Hold on, walk- 
ing in the light. " Hope thou in God ; for I shall 
yet praise Him, who is the health of my counte- 
nance, and my God." 

And this '^Advocate'' is " Christ," " the An- 
ointed," — " anointed with the Holy Ghost and with 
power," — sent and sealed by the Father for all 
works and offices of rich redeeming love. He is 
the true Mediator and Eeconciler, — " the right- 
eous One,^' whose advocacy with the Father is not 
merely a pathetic appeal to pity, but founded on 
the principles of equity and truth ; so that in our 
pardon the Father is not simply merciful and 
gracious, but " faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins." He is not only our Advocate with God as 
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the Judge, but with God as " the Father," whose 
children we are through the Spirit of adoption. 
As our ^^ Elder Brother," Jesus Christ the right- 
eous brings us into the presence of " His Father 
and our Father, of His God and our God," and 
restores us to a walk of perfect light and love ; 
for He is " the Propitiation for our sins." He 
died on the altar for our sins, and He has baptized 
the mercy-seat with His blood; and now "He 
ever lives to make intercession for us." In the 
upper courts of heaven, He is girded still, as He 
was in the upper chamber at Jerusalem, for the 
service of His disciples ; still does He " wash their 
feet " from the defilement which they contract in 
their daily walk through the world. Hence, when 
we are conscious of any evil, of any failure, we 
are exhorted to " come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, to obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need." Hence, also, in any time when 
sin has been busy with us, and we are overwhelmed 
with shame and confusion of face, we are exhorted 
to " draw near with a true heart, in full assurance 
of faith, seeing that we have access into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus." We cannot over- 
estimate the privilege of having such an Advocate 
as Christ — one patient and pitiful, one who listens 
to our faintest cry, who neither reproaches nor 
upbraids, and who is " touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities," because He was " tempted in all 
points like as we are, yet without sin.^* Let us, 
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then, when wounded and i^ast down by the enemy, 
look to Him in whom we shall ever find "ja mer- 
ciful and faithful High Priest in thino^s pertaining 
to God ; " let us daily live by faith on Him who 
has made a propitiation for our sins, and who 
puts away sin from the sight of God, and from 
the consciences of His people. 

And, brothers in Christ, when you are so un- 
happy as to sin, come at once to the Advocate, 
and let nothing estrange you from the Father. 
Do not add unbelief to sin ; do not aggravate 
disobedience by distrust of the Father's love. 
Bring your sin to be confessed and judged in the 
light of the Father^s presence, at that mercy-seat 
to which we can draw near through the blood 
of Jesus. Then its evil will be seen ; then the 
preciousness of the all-cleansing blood will be 
fully realised; and then, when the freeness and 
fulness of God's pardoning love is felt, your 
self-abhorrence and repentance will be complete. 
Whatever, then, be the greatness of your guilt, 
however deep the consciousness of your own un- 
worthiness, however overwhelming the sense of 
vileness and shame, shun not your Father's pre- 
sence ; take your place before His holy eye, and 
confess to Him all you know and feel yourself to 
be; tell Him how "the whole head is sick, and 
the whole heart faint." Tell Him this without 
reserve or guile, and leave yourself in His gracious 
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hands, in reliance on His infinite mercy, through 
the blood of His dear Son. 

Brethren, again and again would I warn you 
against estrangement from God. Confession is 
essential to pardon and to peace. The rankling 
wound, the festering sore, can be healed in no 
other way. Hidden sin will cause ceaseless dis- 
quietude and unrest. " When I kept silence, my 
bones waxed old, through my roaring all the day 
long. For day and night thy hand was heavy upon 
me : my moisture is turned into the drought of 
summer." It is this that has often made earth 
a hell for the ungodly. The knowledge of some 
secret crime, mingling with the dread of its dis- 
covery, has eaten like a gnawing cancer into the 
heart, has consumed the spirit with the burning 
fever of remorse, until the tortured conscience has 
driven the guilty wretch to seek refuge in the 
grave. Now the horror caused by the remem- 
brance of some fearful crime, the remorse that 
preys upon the heart conscious of concealed guilt, 
give us some slight conception of the dreadful 
sufierings of lost souls. The ceaseless working 
of evil within, the ever-present corroding sense of 
guilt, no God into whose merciful ear to pour the 
tale of woe, no Advocate to plead for the removal 
of the evil, no *^ blood of sprinkling " to allay the 
anguish of the soul ; — this is hell 1 Over the 
portals of that terrible prison-house the words 
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might be written in letters of fire, " The wicked 
are like the troubled sea when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked." My fellow- 
sinners, you little know what you are laying up 
in store for yourselves against the " day of judg- 
ment and perdition of ungodly men." You little 
think that the seed which you are daily sowing 
will grow up into a harvest of bitterness and wrath. 
We, who have felt " the exceeding sinfulness of 
sin," and the unspeakable blessedness of forgive- 
ness, may call upon you urgently and earnestly 
to come to Jesus, that you may escape the anguish 
of ever realising the horror of guilt cleaving to 
you for ever, and of never knowing, never hoping 
for, a moment of relief. There 'Hhe worm" of 
remorse " dieth not ; " there " the fire " of un- 
alleviated guilt is "never quenched." But I preach 
to all this day of a Saviour from sin. " Whoso 
confesseth his sins shall find mercy." Christ 
Jesus is " the propitiation for our sins ; and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world." 
That wide charter takes all in. " It is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 

Come, let us all to the mercy-seat. There is 
a waiting God, a pleading Advocate, a striving 
Spirit. To you, believers in Christ, to you who 
are " walking in the light," and for whom my 
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sermon is especially intended, to you I repeat 
the affectionate address of the loving Master to 
His loving disciples : " My little children, these 
things write I nnto yon, that ye sin not. And 
if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 
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" Holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord." 

Hebbews xii. 14. 



The whole verse runs thus : — '^ Follow peace with 
all men, and holiness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord." 

No subject can be of greater importance than 
that of "holiness." "Without" it, we are ex- 
pressly told, "no man shall see the Lord." 
Amongst the doctrines of grace it holds a most 
important place. Indeed, sanctification is given in 
the gospel as prominent a position as justification ; 
for if there is no salvation without pardon and 
acceptance, neither is there any salvation without 
purity of heart and renewal of mind. It must 
ever be remembered that Christ came into the 
world, and suffered, and died, to "save His people 
from their sins." Were the sinner forgiven, and 
did his heart remain unchanged, the doors of 
heaven would be shut against him ; because " there 
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shall in no wise enter into it anything that de- 
fileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie; but they which are written in 
the Lamb's book of life." Before we enter the 
presence of God we must be renewed as well as 
pardoned, and be given a meetness for the holy 
employments and enjoyments of " the inheritance 
of the saints in light" **If any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." He may 
bear His name ; but that is absolutely worth 
nothing, unless with His name he has received 
his nature, and is conformed to the image of One 
who was ^* holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate 
from sinners," — "the Lamb of God, without 
blemish and without spot.'' 

The subject before us is, therefore, most impor- 
tant ; and bears equally on every one of us, no 
matter what be our rank or office, our profession 
or position. It is a subject which, from its nature, 
must engage much of the thoughts of Christian 
men ; and it is of the most solemn moment that 
we should have sound and scriptural views upon 
it, and that we should understand it in its different 
aspects and bearings on our daily life. 

Let us, in the first place, inquire what this 
^* holiness" is, *^ without which no man shall see 
the Lord." 

*^ Holiness '' is essentially a state of the souL 
It is not a round of external performances, but 
a principle which has its seat in the heart I 
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should describe ** holiness " as conformity to the 
mind of God. God is the Holy One. Before 
His absolute and essential purity the seraphim 
veil their'^ faces as they cry, " Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of hosts." God in His Three Persons 
is holy. The Father is "the Holy Father." 
Christ was " the Lamb of God, without blemish 
and without spot," "holy, harmless, undefiled, 
and separate from sinners." The Spirit is em- 
phatically " the Holy Spirit." So that to have 
conformity to the mind of God, loving what He 
loves, hating what He hates, delighting in His 
law, rejoicing in His will, even when it thwarts 
our own, this is holiness. It is an internal 
principle, an inward life communicated from 
above. It is the loyal devotion of the soul to 
God. It is a heart " renewed after the image of 
Him who created us in righteousness and true 
holiness." It is "godliness," or likeness to God — 
likeness to Him who has said, " Be ye holy, for I 
am holy." 

Now this definition at once separates " holiness " 
by a wide line of demarcation from much that 
passes current in the world as holiness. Thus 
" holiness " is something beyond morality; it has 
to do with an altogether higher sphere. Do not 
misunderstand me, or imagine that I am saying 
a word against the moral virtues. These are, and 
these ought to be, highly esteemed amongst men. 
The man who is pure, honourable, high-minded. 
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just, and truthful, wins and holds the respect of 
his fellows. " He has his reward." Integrity is 
rewarded by confidence, truthfulness is honoured 
by trust; kindness, and generosity, and benevolence 
win the heart, and take captive the affections. 
We cannot help admiring every noble deed, no 
matter by whom performed; every brave and 
generous action, every labour of devotion to the 
cause of suffering, every endeavour to heal the 
sorrows or supply the wants of mankind. But 
these human virtues, — ^lingering echoes of Eden, 
— flowers that have survived Paradise, — are some- 
thing different from the holiness required of the 
Christian. The holy man is always a moral man ; 
but the converse is not necessarily true, that the 
moral man is always a holy man. Morality 
springs from natural principles ; holiness has its 
origin in divine grace. It is of heaven rather 
than of earth ; it is of God rather than of man. 

" Holiness " does not lie in the observance of 
religious forms. If it did, who had been so holy 
as the Scribes and Pharisees of old ? " They fasted 
twice in the week; they gave tithes of all they 
possessed;" "making long prayers, and broaden- 
ing their phylacteries," they would not eat with 
unwashen hands, and were strict observers of each 
point of their elaborate and burdensome ritual. 
And yet, with so much that was outwardly fair, 
they were actually farther from the kingdom of 
God than the harlots and the publicans, just 
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because they rested with a complacent self- 
righteousness in the letter of the law, and 
reduced religion to a mere matter of mint and 
anise and cummin. But " holiness " does not 
lie in anything external to the soul ; for there is 
such a thing as " the form of godliness without 
the power ; " and the mere surface duties of 
religion may be performed by any, — by the dead 
in sins as well as by those who are alive unto 
God. Men are ever apt to confound letter and 
spirit, form and substance ; to elevate the out- 
ward means into the place of the inward principle, 
to which all the outward is but subordinate and 
subsidiary. But " in Christ Jesus neither circum- 
cision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but 
a new creature." So that the observance of 
religious forms and ceremonies must not be mis- 
taken for that "holiness without whioh no man 
shall see the Lord." 

Nor is the " will-worship " of asceticism Holi- 
ness. There is no holiness in self-imposed duties, 
or in a rigorous and austere life, which makes 
self-denial and self-mortification an end in them- 
selves, and does violence to all the natural affec- 
tions of the heart. There is no real holiness in 
devising duties that lie outside the circle of those 
that come to us through the providence of God; 
nor does the calling to saintship demand the 
saying of prayers by count, or the practice of 
meditation measured by the hour-glass, or the 
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laceration of the flesh to the injury of the health, 
or a separation from the duties of life, in the 
retirement of the cloister, or the seclusion of the 
cell. There is no holiness in the performance of 
works to which God has not called us — works to 
which an extra-meritoriousness has been attached 
by the Church of Rome ; for these bear the same 
relation to real godliness as the jewel of paste, 
with its false brilliancy, bears to the true and 
precious diamond from the mine. " Bodily 
exercise," bodily gymnastics — ^the religion which 
the body can practise on natural principles — ^the 
religion of self-imposed duty and denial, " profiteth 
nothing; but godliness has the promise of the 
life that now is, and of the life that is to come." 
Asceticism is not holiness. " Holiness," — I return 
to my original definition, — " holiness " is con- 
formity to the mind of God; and without this 
likeness to the Holy One, — without this assimila- 
tion to His character, — " no man shall see the 
Lord." 

I observe that while " holiness " has its seat in 
the heart, it will influence the life, and be mani- 
fested in the whole conduct and character. Like 
the leaven that the woman hid in three measures 
of meal, in the very heart of the lump, it works 
from within outwards, from the centre to the cir- 
cumference, and by fermenting the entire mass it 
gradually assimilates the whole to its own nature. 
If the tree is made good, the fruit will be good. " Do 
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men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ? 
A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit." The 
new birth is followed by the new life ; and when 
the soul is transformed into the image of God, the 
entire aim of a believer is to rule and regulate his 
conduct after the will and law of Him who has 
'^ translated him from the kingdom of darkness 
into the kingdom of His dear Son." The holy 
man, delivered from the power of sin, filled with 
heavenly desires, animated by godly resolutions, 
longing after perfect purity, and thirsting after a 
deeper devotedness to God, " runs " with enlarged 
heart " the way of all His commandments," and 
*^ abounds in all those fruits of righteousness 
which are by Jesus Christ, to the praise and glory 
of God." The Holy Spirit, who dwells in him, 
daily leads him to "crucify the flesh, with its 
affections and lusts," — to deny himself, and to 
follow the blessed steps of Him who pleased not 
Himself, and whose meat it was to do His Father's 
will. The Holy Spirit helps the holy man's infir- 
mities in prayer, and makes intercession within 
him, with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
The Holy Spirit " works in him both to will and 
to do," — strengthens him in his conflict with the 
world, and the flesh, and the devil, and enables 
him to lay aside every weight, and every easily 
besetting sin, and to run with patience the race 
that is set before him, and to look unto Jesus for 
comfort and encouragement and grace. So that 
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when a man is renewed in the spirit of his mind, 
the new heart is followed by new habits; the 
change within is succeeded by a change without ; 
and the whole life is coloured and brightened and 
beautified by the gracious influences of .that ^' holi- 
ness without which no man shall see the Lord." 

'' Holiness^^ is progressive, Sanctification in 
this differs from justification. Justification is an act 
in the mind of God, and is complete at once and 
for ever ; through it the sinner is pardoned, and 
accepted, and received back into the divine favour. 
Sanctification is a work of God on the mind of 
man, whereby he is regenerated and " made a new 
creature in Christ Jesus." And sanctification is 
progressive; it is not perfect at once. It is 
reached by a ladder rather than by a leap; it 
must be '^ followed after." There is a " growth 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ." Faith strengthens, love 
deepens, hope brightens, knowledge increases, as 
the Christian pursues the divine life, and endea- 
vours to walk in the steps of the Captain of his 
salvation. All the imagery of Scripture represents 
progress in holiness. The different stages of the 
new life of God in the soul of a believer are com- 
pared to infancy, to manhood, and to the maturity 
of fatherhood in Christ. ^^ I write unto you, little 
children, because your sins are forgiven you for 
His name's sake. I write unto you, fathers, be- 
cause ye have known Him that is from the begin- 
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ning. I write unto you, young men, because ye 
have overcome the wicked one." Let me bring 
to your recollection the three figures used in a 
former sermon, and all of which are borrowed from 
Scripture, to enforce the Christian growth. I 
spoke then of the babe that hangs helpless on its 
mother's afm, without the power to speak or walk, 
unable to protect self, and entirely dependent 
on the care of others, developing year by year, 
the infant maturing into the child, the child 
growing into the man, until, with faculties and 
affections ripened and strengthened, he moves 
the world by his genius and by his power. 
I brought before you the figure of the seed 
dropped into the soil, which at first sends up a 
green and delicate shoot, that an early frost might 
easily nip, or a tiny insect destroy ; but which in 
process of time, from a tender sapling grows into 
a giant tree, that defies the rudest storms, and 
in whose branches the fowls of heaven lodge. I 
now add to these the scriptural and beautiful 
image of the opening day, when the first grey 
line in the east that precedes the dawn deepens 
into the rosy tints of morning, and by degrees 
brightens into the full splendour of the noon, and 
hill and valley and sea are flooded with golden 
light. Just so ^^ the path of the just man is as 
the shining light, shining more and more unto 
the perfect day." 
And if the figures of Scripture which describe 
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the believer's character all testify to progress, so 
does the experience of God's people as recorded in 
the Scriptures. Take the example of the apostle 
Paul, who " delighted in the law after the inward 
man;" who "counted what things were gain to 
him loss for Christ ; " who had " suffered the loss 
of all things that he might win Christ ; " and who 
nevertheless, with his high attainments in grace, 
makes the confession, "Not as though I had 
already attained, either were already perfect ; but 
I follow after" — this was his deliberate attitude — 
" if that I may apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus," And not content 
with this expressiou of his feelings, he adds, 
" Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended; 
but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus." What a description of progress is here! 
Here we see a man with unflagging limb and un- 
failing heart, with every muscle on the strain and 
every sinew on the stretch, pressing forward ; who 
thinks that nothing is done so long as anything 
remains to be done ; and who has his eye ever 
fastened on the goal. " Forward ! " is ever the 
Christian's motto ; " forward " is the instinct of 
the renewed heart ; all its movements and tenden- 
cies are towards perfection, or towards the attain- 
ment of higher Christian graces and a holier 
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Christian walk. Progress is very real if it be very 
gradual; for "we all, beholding with open face as 
in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed " — 
or are being changed — " into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." 
And, brethren, though all our hopes of progress in 
sanctification depend on the promised aids of the 
Holy Spirit, we are to use efforts to grow in grace, 
and to increase in every Christian habit ; and " laying 
aside every weight, and the sin that doth so easily 
beset us," and " coveting earnestly the best gifts," 
we are to " watch unto prayer," and to " give all 
diligence to make our calling and election sure." 
There is to be nothing of indolence or supineness 
in our attitude or walk ; for we are not automatons 
in the hand of God, but, with soul-thirstings after 
God, and after a deeper devotedness to His service, 
we are ever to be " following after that holiness 
without which no man shall see the Lord." 

The Holiness of the Christian is in this life 
imperfect. Whatever be the spiritual progress 
of a believer, he never reaches a point where 
progress ceases. Perfection is not attained in 
this world, — I make bold to say, cannot be 
attained here ; for " there is no man that liveth 
and sinneth not," and " in many things we all 
offend." How, indeed, can perfection be reached 
in this life, seeing we carry about with us a body 
of sin and death, and that though the spirit is 
renewed, the flesh still remains flesh, and will 
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remain flesh till we " shuffle off this mortal coil," 
and get rid of this " muddy vesture of decay"? 
The regenerated soul is lodged in a body of 
humiliation ; and just so long as we dwell in a 
house tainted with the leprosy of sin, so long as 
we have bodily passions, and appetites, and 
desires, just so long shall we be compassed with 
infirmity,* so long shall " the flesh lust against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh," and our 
confession must be that " we cannot do the things 
that we would." " To will is present with us, 
but how to perform that which is good, we find 
not." With the mind we serve the law of God, 
but the flesh would fain bring us into captivity 
to the law of sin. And so comes the conflict, 
the anguish of the terrible struggle ; for if ** the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, the Spirit likewise 
lusteth against the flesh," and will not let it 
conquer, but " keeps the body under, and brings 
it into subjection," and overcomes it. And the 
renewed soul, having learned to hate sin and to 
recoil from it, and feeling pained and humbled 
even at the necessity of a struggle at all, cries 
out in its sore agony, when pressed by the evil 
within or the evil without, " wretched man 
that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death ? " And even when there is not 
this fierce struggle with indwelling sin, yet the 
Christian, when he looks at the holy standard set 
before him in God's Word, when he looks at the 
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perfect example of the man Christ Jesus, and 
knows that after this model he is to walk, that to 
this pore and spotless character he is to endeavour 
to reach, feels humbled, and smiting on his 
breast, echoes the prayer of the publican, " God 
be merciful to mq a sinner I " For though he 
aims to be like Christ ; though he desires to walk 
in His steps, though he seeks to abstain from all 
appearance of evil, yet he is conscious that sin 
mingles with his holiest services, that even in his 
most sacred and solemn moments his thoughts 
wander, his affections are cold, and the Spirit of 
God is grieved. Then, what impatience of temper, 
what deadness of heart, what dulness of affec- 
tion, what things left undone that ought to have 
been done, and things left unsaid that ought to 
have been said ; and while to the outward eye all 
appears correct and blameless, what secret faults 
are there, known only to the conscience and to 
God ! So far from considering himself as perfect, 
he is ready to say with Bishop Beveridge, that 
^' his repentance needs to be repented of, and his 
tears to be washed in the blood of the Lamb." 
Yet all this time, conscious as he is of many 
imperfections, he may be growing more holy and 
more heavenly ; and even though he does not see 
it himself, and is often cast down because he 
makes no more rapid progress in the divine life, 
yet he may in reality be more and more conformed 
to the mind of Christ, and be growing up into 
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the likeness and image of God. Others may see 
the advance which he cannot see himself. It may 
be with him as with Moses when he came down 
from the mount ; the light of God shining on his 
face, invisible to his own eyes, may be visible to 
all around. Therefore be not discouraged. The 
imperfection against which you strive, and of 
which you are only too conscious, characterised 
all the saints of God, even the holiest and 
best, — the *^men of whom the world was not 
worthy." Abraham, father of the faithful and 
friend of God, failed through unbelief. Moses, 
the meekest of men, spoke unadvisedly with 
his lips. Job, of whom God Himself said, 
^' There is none like him in all the earth, a 
perfect and an upright man, one that feareth 
God, and escheweth evil," yet yielded to im- 
patience, and cursed the day of his birth. 
David, "the man after God's own heart," fell 
into gross and deliberate crime. So with the 
Saints of the New Testament; not one of them 
was sinless. Peter, who at Pentecost received 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost and of fire, was 
influenced by the Judaising party in the Galatian 
Church, and would have brought the Gentile 
Christians under bondage to the Mosaic law ; and 
was openly rebuked, and withstood to the face, by 
Paul. Barnabas, " a good man, and full of the 
Holy Ghost," was also carried away with their 
dissimulation, and fell into error for a time. 
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Paul had so sharp a contention with Barnabas 
about John Mark, that, Christian men as they 
were, they departed asunder one from the other, 
and the unity of their work was broken. The 
theory of perfection is opposed both to Scripture 
and to fact, and the taint of the old carnal nature 
doth remain, yea, in them that are regenerate. 
There never has been on earth but one faultless 
Man, perfect and pure, on whose character rested 
neither stain nor spot of sin, who in the face 
of others could throw down the bold challenge 
as to His outward conduct, " Which of you 
convinceth me of sin ? " and who, looking in- 
ward to the heart, out of which are the issues 
of life, could declare, " The prince of this world 
Cometh, and hath nothing in me." So that the 
holiness of the holiest Christian in this life is 
at the best imperfect, leaving room for further 
progress to the end; and however he may strive 
to " cleanse himself from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit," however he may endeavour to 
** purify himself, even as Christ is pure," so 
many infirmities will cleave to him to the last, 
that not until he leaves the body wilL his sancti- 
fication be complete. Up to the very hour of his 
death, he will still be busy trimming his lamp, set- 
ting his house in order, fighting the good fight of 
faith, wrestling against temptations from within 
and from without, and " following after that holi- 
ness, without which no man shall see the Lord." 
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Let US look at these latter words — "Without 
which no man shall see the Lord." The words 
are solemn, clear, positive, exclusive. For the 
vision of God there is an absolute necessity of 
holiness. "Be ye holy, for I am holy." There 
is, indeed, a sight of Jesus which all shall have, 
" the small, the great," the living and the dead, 
the holy and the unholy. " Behold, He cometh 
with clouds, and every eye shall see Him," — the eye 
that welcomes, and the eye that weeps. Whether 
you have the faith of Job, who believed and 
rejoiced, or the faith of devils, who believe and 
tremble, or the faith of the many, who believe and 
trifle, yet the words belong to you, " In my flesh 
shall I see God." When the graves give up their 
dead, you shall be brought face to face with the 
Judge. 

But there is a vision of the Lord which the holy 
shall CDJoy, and the holy alone. " Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see God." To 
none others is the vision promised. None others 
could enjoy it. " Lord, who shall abide in Thy 
tabernacle, who shall dwell in Thy holy hill?" 
The answer given by the Psalmist to his own ques- 
tion is this : " He that walketh uprightly, and 
worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in 
his heart." The upright walk, the clean hands, 
and the pure heart, are the needful qualification 
for heaven ; for within the gates of the heavenly 
city " there shall in no wise enter anything that 
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defileth." If a sinner did gain an entrance there, 
he would find himself a stranger in a strange land, 
shunned by the sainted citizens of the New Jeru- 
salem, out of harmony T^ith their pure pleasures 
and holy enjoyments, and in the presence of a 
God whom he hated and feared. 

brethren I what need have we all to have 
often upon our lips the prayer, " God, make 
clean our hearts within us, and take not Thy 
Holy Spirit from us I " 

But the old question may be rising in the heart 
of some, ^* What must we do ? " You are really 
longing to be holy; you are yearning to have a 
good hope that you may see God, and be admitted 
to the vision of His face, and walk before Him in 
white for ever. "What must we do?" you ask. 
Well, the old answer still remains good : " Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved." There is no other way, and never can be, 
of becoming holy, but by coming to Him who has 
the Spirit without measure, to give to all who 
recjeive Him by faith. There is no other way of 
advancing in holiness but by " abiding in Christ," 
" continuing in. His love," and looking unto Him 
continually for the grace and strength by which' 
we shall be enabled to overcome sin and to serve 
God. 

And, brethren, if you would be holy, believe me, 
it is your wisdom and your safety not to wait for 
some more favourable circumstance, or for some 
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great crisis of the soul ; but to let the heart go 
out, here and now, to that Saviour who is " not 
far from every one of us." This hour, in the 
secret, silent purpose of the soul, the question of 
salvation may be settled ; here the boundary line 
crossed which separates you from the kingdom of 
God. K any one feels that for him this is the one 
thing needful, let him close with Christ nowy let 
him cast himself on the divine love freely mani- 
fested in Christ ; and for him the new birth will 
begin, and the new life will naturally follow, and 
he will be, in very deed, "a new creature in 
Christ Jesus." And then — ah I what then? — there 
will be a following after holiness. " The love of 
Christ will constrain you to live not henceforth unto 
yourselves, but unto Him which died for you, and 
rose again." You will " exercise yourselves to keep 
a conscience void of offen\;e toward God and man." 
You will war with sin in every form and shape, and 
do battle with evil in the heart within, and in the 
world without; and so, ^^ being not conformed to 
this world, but being transformed in the renewing 
of your mind, you will prove what is that good, 
and perfect, and acceptable will of God." 

And so heaven, when it dawns upon you, will be 
but the natural completion of your life on earth ; 
for its germ being within you already, the bud of 
grace will develop into the flower of glory — the 
tender rays of the morning will deepen, and 
broaden, and expand into the golden splendour of 
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the perfect day. Then your will and God's will 
be one ; there will be no conflict between them ; 
rather the most entire identification; and thus 
for you the promises shall be fulfilled: *^ Thine 
eyes shall see the King in His beauty ; they shall 
behold the land that is very far oflF." " We shall 
behold His face in righteousness ; we shall be 
satisfied, when we awake, with His likeness." 
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SANCTIFICATION THROUGH THE TRUTH. 

** Sanctify them through Thy truth : Thy word is truth.". 

— JoHNxviL 17. 

This is the most solemn chapter in the New Tes- 
tament. In some respects it stands alone. Here 
we have the Eternal Son in commnnion with the 
Eternal Father. Here we have the great High 
Priest, the Anointed One, interceding on behalf 
of His Church before the throne of God. The 
disciples are permitted to hear the words of the 
world's Eedeemer, as, lifting His eyes to heaven, 
He, prays for Himself and for His people, and 
offers all that should believe in His name in one 
grand act of consecration unto God. It is the 
solemn night before His crucifixion; and "calling 
things that are not as though they were," He 
speaks as if the death were already endured, and 
claims, in virtue of His atoning sufferings, the 
salvation of the people purchased with His pre- 
cious blood. For His intercession embraces not 
only the apostles then standing by, but all who 
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through their word should believe on His name, 
and who were given to Him in the ^* everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things, and sure." And 
for what did He pray ? Their union with Him 
and with the Father. " That they all may be 
one ; as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, 
that they also may be one in us : that the world 
may believe that Thou has sent me. And the 
glory which Thou gavest me I have given them ; 
that they may be one, even as we are one : I in 
them, and Thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one; and that the world may know 
that Thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, 
as Thou hast loved me. Father, I will that 
they also whom Thou hast given me be with me 
where I am; that they may behold my glory, 
which Thou hast given me : for Thou lovedst me 
before the foundation of the world." 

Oh, what a revelation of the final purposes of 
God in the salvation of His chosen do these 
words open before the mind I Fellowship with 
the Father and with the Son, union and com- 
munion in a love divine, and the vision of the 
eternal glory 1 The love of the Father to the 
Son fulfilled in His people, and they glorified 
for ever in heaven, and brought as near to the 
"light which no man can approach unto" as 
creatures may approach their God I 

But I pass from these thoughts to the subject 
which lies more immediately before us, — " Sancti- 
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fication through the Truth." "Sanctify them 
through Thy truth: Thy word is truth." In 
these words we have the object of the Saviour's 
great sacerdotal prayer, — " Our Sanctification ; " 
and we have also the instrument by which the 
sanctification of the elect is accomplished, " The 
Truth "— " Thy word is truth." 

We have examined on former occasions the 
idea that is contained in the term " Sanctifica- 
tion." "To sanctify" is to set apart that which 
has hitherto belonged to common uses to the 
exclusive service of God. The primary thought 
in the word "Sanctification" is ;" separation." 
It is applied in the Bible both to things and 
persons, with this difference, that where things 
are set apart to the service of God, the consecra- 
tion is external in its character; where persons 
are set apart, the consecration is mainly internal. 
It is in this latter meaning of the word that 
Christ is said to have " sanctified Himself; " 
that is, separated Himself by His own free will 
to the work of redemption, surrendering Himself 
to the conditions which were necessary for the 
reconciliation of the world to God. It is in the 
light of this idea that we are to interpret these 
words of His in the 19th verse : " And for their 
sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be 
sanctified through the truth." " I consecrate 
myself, my will, my powers, my whole being, to 
the work which the Father has given me to do, 
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that my people may be consecrated by their own 
free will to God through ' the Truth.' " 

The life of the Son was one long act of self- 
consecration^ self-resignation 9 and submission to 
the will of God, and "pleasing not Himself," 
nor " seeking His own glory," but " learning 
obedience by the things which He suffered," He 
at last crowned His voluntary sanctification by 
pouring forth His soul as a sacrifice unto God 
upon the accursed tree. 

We see, then, what Sanctification is — separation 
— the consecration of the will And of the life unto 
God. I observe again, that the prayer, '' Sanc- 
tify them," leads the thoughts to the Great Agent 
in the sanctification of the Church. We cannot 
sanctify ourselves any more than we can justify 
ourselves. It is the gift of the Father of our 
spirits. Nature can do nothing for us here. ^' That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh." Divine grace 
is alone equal to the work of raising us from the 
death of sin to the life of righteousness. It is God 
who " has chosen us in Christ before the foun- 
dation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love," who carries 
out His eternal purpose by the sanctifying agency 
of the Holy Ghost. Father, Son, and Spirit are 
all engaged in the great work of the believer's 
consecration ; for we read in the opening of St 
Peter's First Epistle, that the saints are '^ elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
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through sanctification of the Spirit, nnto obedi- 
ence and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." 
When St Paul, in the 10th chapter of his Epistle 
to the Hebrews, introduces Christ as saying, 
^' Lo 1 I come (in the volume of the Book it is 
written of me), to do Thy will, God;" he adds, 
*' By the which will we are sanctified, through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." 
The redemption wrought out by Christ is made the 
basis in this verse of our Sanctification. Again, 
we read in the 13th chapter of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, that " Jesus, that He might sanctify His 
people with His own blood, suffered without the 
gate." And the prayer of St Paul on behalf of 
the Thessalonian Church is this : " And the very 
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray 
God your whole spirit, and soul, and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." The Sanctification of the elect is, 
as we are thus plainly taught by Scripture, both in 
its outward separation and in its internal consecra- 
tion, the work of the Three Persons in the Trinity. 
And let us always bear in mind that, in its highest 
meaning, it is a transformation of life, flowing 
from a transformation of character. Beginning 
in and with the heart, it gradually transforms the 
conduct, and brings the thoughts, and words, and 
actions '^ into captivity, to the obedience of Christ." 
It is not merely outward separation to God at 
baptism and confirmation, or by some external 
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form of profession, it is separation from sin to 
God. Nor this alone, for this is merely its nega- 
tive side : it is the pursuit of holiness, — the cul- 
tivation of " whatsoever things are true, and 
honest, and just, and pure, and lovely, and of good 
report." Thus Sanctification, in its completest sense, 
is, through the Spirit's constraining power, an out- 
ward and visible consecration of the whole man 
to God's service, which flows from an inner self- 
consecration in love of the heart to God*s will. 

And Sanctification becomes ours only through 
the gift of that Divine Spirit who draws away our 
love from self and fixes the affections on God; 
who changes our darkness into light, and turns 
our blindness into sight, and purifies the heart, 
and gives us the same mind that was in Him 
who was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and sepa- 
rate from sinners ; who did no sin, and in whose 
mouth was found no guile." The Spirit, in- 
deed, employs means for the attainment of this 
end; and the means that He blesses above all 
others is, " that Word " which He has magnified 
above all His name, and which the Saviour, in 
this sacerdotal prayer, emphatically designates 
" the Truth." For, interceding on behalf of His 
people, and asking for them this greatest of all 
gifts. He prays, as in the text, " Sanctify them 
through Thy truth ; Thy word is truth 1" 

Let us now look at the instrument in the 
believer's sanctification, " the Truth." 
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Sanctification can only be through the truth. It 
is "by the incorruptible seed, by the Word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever, that we 
are born again." It is by ^Hhe sincere milk of 
the Word that we grow.? Men may give us rules 
and directions by which we are to become holy ; 
they may point to this means, or recommend 
that method, of attaining to holiness ; they may 
endeavour to smooth the path which leads ^o con- 
formity to Christ ; but if their statements are not 
based upon the Word of God, they will deceive 
and lead astray. There is much false teaching 
abroad on the way of becoming personally holy 
which needs to be guarded against and repelled; 
for falsehood can only pervert, and mislead, and 
destroy. **The Truth" is God's instrument iu 
the sanctification of His people. Cleave to the 
Truth. Let the Word be " a lamp to your feet, 
and a light to your path." 

By " Thy Truth," or " Thy Word," the Saviour 
means the revelation of God's will in the Bible, 
wherp.in is made known to us the Divine nature, 
and the Divine dealings with man. The Bible 
contains those facts and doctrines which are a 
direct revelation from God, and which have a 
profound bearing on the salvation of men. " The 
Truth " which is made known to us in the Scrip- 
tures is to be received in faith, without doubt 
or dispute, because it comes to us on the authority 
of Him who cannot lie. It is widely sundered 
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from all other classes of knowledge, in that it has 
for its grand subject — ^touching other matters only 
as they bear upon this — God's eternal purpose in 
" bringing many sons unto glory," from the 
wreck and ruin of the Fall. It is not the only 
truth. " God fulfils Himself in many ways." All 
fact, whether belonging to the region of science, 
or history, or philosophy, is God's truth, and, as 
such, has a great moral value, adding to the trea- 
sures of the human mind, enriching and invigo- 
rating the intellect, and giving man a power over 
the subtle and secret forces of nature. But 
though all truth, of whatever kind, is of God, all 
truth does not sanctify ; because, though it exer- 
cises the understanding and acts upon the intel- 
lect, it does not move the affections or influence 
the heart. There is nothing in the study of the 
stars — nothing in the knowledge of the strata of 
the earth — nothing in an acquaintance with the 
anatomy of the human frame, to make a man holy, 
to overcome his love of sin, or to make him " a 
partaker of the divine nature." The result of an 
acqaintance with the works of God is more intel- 
lectual than moral ; it gives force and elevation to 
the mind, but leaves the heart entirely unaffected ; 
and while it acts upon the understanding, it fails 
to bring the man into loving subjection to God. 
But divine truth, the revelation of God, as mani- 
fested in His Son — this goes beyond the intellect — 
this reaches the heart — this touches all the affec- 
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tions ; and this sanctifies ; it has a transforming 
power over the character, and makes a man '' a 
new creature in Christ Jesus." And because 
there is a real connection between the believing 
reception of divine truth, and a walk in newness 
of life, our blessed Lord offered the prayer on be- 
half of all who should believe in His name, 
^* Sanctify them through Thy truth ; Thy Word is 
truth." 

Let us now see how " the Truth " sanctifies. 
And, first, it sanctifies because it proclaims the 
pardoning love of God. " God so loved the world 
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." It is this revelation of the 
grace of God that restores man to holiness. It is 
this that is the means of his recovery from sin. 
And in what way? Because love produces love. 
" We love Him because He first loved us." Man 
can defy fear, he can stand out against the terrors 
of the law. Man sinned under the very shadow 
of Mount Sinai itself — sinned ere the thunder had 
well ceased to echo and the lightning to flash ; 
and the only argument which can melt, move, 
transform, and regenerate his nature, is the love 
of God in Christ. This is the rod wherewith to 
smite rocky hearts, and draw forth a stream of 
healing tears. This is the mighty power to awaken 
faith, to secure obedience, and to bind men with 
loving cords to the service of God for ever. For 
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only think what God has done for UBy and say 
whether the great love wherewith He loved ns 
must not act upon us with a most powerful, sanc- 
tifying influence? We were outcasts from the 
presence of God, estranged from Him, " aliens,'* 
as the apostle says, "from the covenaut of 
promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world." And yet, far off as we were, we " were 
made nigh by the blood of Christ" "It pleased 
the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell, 
and having made peace through the blood of His 
cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be things on earth or 
things in heaven. And you that were sometime 
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of 
His flesh, through death, to present you holy, and 
unblamable, and unreprovable in His sight." 
The death of the Incarnate Son is the measure of 
the love of God. *^ In this was manifested the 
love of God toward us, because that God sent His 
only-begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through Him." And it is this manifestation 
of pardoning love, moving in harmony with the 
most perfect justice, that, reaching the seat of the 
disease, heals it, and, taking the heart captive, 
restores it to God. When we feel that all has 
been given, the least that we can do is to give all. 
" Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ?" is the 
respoiise of the heart to mercy so unmerited and 
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undeserved. If you would find the sanctifying 
power which, in the successive ages of the Church, 
has helped men and women to lead holy lives, to 
" walk worthy of the high vocation wherewith they 
were called," you will find it in the believing 
reception of the eternal truth that the Son of God 
took flesh, and died out of love for them on the 
cross. ^' The love of Christ constraineth us to live 
no longer unto ourselves, but unto Him who died 
for us, and who rose again." " Sanctify " is the 
cry of hearts that are touched by the divine love 
— " Sanctify us by Thy truth ; Thy word is truth." 
Again, the truth sanctifies hy setting before 
us the example of the Lord Jesus Christ., Christ 
is the great ideal of holiness. We have more 
than a set of doctrines inculcating holiness, and 
more than a series of precepts urging to holi- 
ness ; we have One who has clothed Himself in our 
flesh and blood, and who has Himself walked the 
path He calls us to tread, and who says, as He 
beckons us onward, " I have given you an example 
that ye should do as I have done unto you." Our 
Pattern, as well as our Propitiation, Christ has 
left His footprints on the road by which we are to 
travel onward to the kingdom of heaven. He has 
given us a human manifestation of the divine 
perfections, and shown us the meaning of the 
command — ^which otherwise would have been be- 
yond us, far above out of our sight, too abstract 
to be grasped by our finite minds — " Be ye holy, 
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for I am holy." In Christ we see " the image of 
the invisible God," ^' the brightness of the Father's 
glory, and the express image of His person." And 
^^ beholding," as St Paul did, '^ with open face, 
as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, we are 
changed into the same image, from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord." Thus looking 
unto Jesus, and seeing the beauties of His charac- 
ter — its goodness, its excellence, its truth — we 
long to be like that on which we gaze, and long- 
ing, aim at it, and aiming at it, are gradually 
transformed into His likeness. And no lower 
standard is ours, no less perfect ideal ; not the 
purest and best of men, for they all had their 
imperfections and infirmities, which separated them 
by an infinite distance from " the Lamb without 
blemish and without spot." We follow St Paul 
only so far as he followed Christ, and setting 
before us the highest standard of excellence, we 
seek to attain unto ^^ the measure of that stature" 
to which we were predestinated from the beginning 
to be conformed, even " the fulness of the measure 
of the stature of Christ." Seeing in Jesus the 
incarnation of sinless purity, we desire to be as 
He was, and asking earnestly for the Spirit of 
God, whose office it is to " take of the things of 
Christ, and show them " to the soul, we claim a 
part in the Saviour's prayer, — ** Sanctify them 
through Thy truth; Thy word is truth." 

But again, " the Truth sanctifies " In/ giving 



SANCTIFICATION THROUGH THE TRUTH. 113 

US an obfect of hope. We have many a promise 
of perfection to be attained hereafter. And all 
these promises are intended to have a sanctify- 
ing influence — " Having therefore these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holi- 
ness in the fear of God." It is through "the 
exceeding great and precious promises " of the 
Word that we are " made partakers of the divine 
nature, and escape the corruption that is in 
the world through lust." " We are saved by 
hope." Faith not only worketh by love, but 'by 
hope ; ^' and every one that hath this hope " — of 
being like Christ at His appearing — "purifieth 
himself even as He is pure." It was the hope of 
obtainiog " the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus " that kept St Paul in the atti- 
tude of one who was ever pressing toward the 
mark. Though we cannot wholly " attain " now, 
or ever say here that we are "already perfect," 
yet there is another life — a glorious world lying 
beyond the gate of death, where the holiness, 
which at present is only in its germ, shall bloom 
into the flower of an unfading beauty and strength. 
" When Christ who is our life, shall appear, we 
also shall appear with Him in glory." Without 
this promise of attaining the ideal which we pur- 
sue, we should often be disposed to grow weary of 
the race, and give it up in despair. But " though 
faint, yet pursuing," is our motto. We do not 

H 
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grow weary in well-doing, because we know that 
*^ in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." 
Hope, which, even though it be a forlorn hope, 
inspires courage into the soldier, and lights his 
way to victory; hope, which sustains the sailor 
on the long and dreary night-watch at sea ; hope, 
which nerves the workman's arm in toil, as he 
thinks of those depending on his labour for bread, 
and which soothes the most wretched in their 
misery ; hope, in spiritual things, is both a pre- 
lude to success, and a means to ensure it. The 
child of God, with Christ in his heart and heaven 
in his eye, girds up the loins of his mind, trims 
his lamp ; gathers up his strength for the battle ; 
daily mortifies some sin, and, seeking to bring 
every thought captive to Christ, grows in know- 
ledge and in love and in humility, and ever 
increases more and more. Thus, going on from 
strength to strength, and filled with a pas- 
sionate longing after a holy walk, he at length 
" appears before His God, perfect in Zion." 
Yes, "perfect," for "when we see Him as He is, 
we shall be like Him ; " " when Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, we also shall appear with Him 
in glory," and " awaking from the sleep of death, 
we shall be satisfied with His likeness." And 
when we are " presented perfect before Him, 
without spot, or wrinkle, or blemish, or any 
such thing," but "faultless," — the prayer shall 
be fulfilled, " Sanctify them through Thy truth ; 
Thy word is truth." 
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Brethren, this connection between " the truth " 
and self-dedication to God, which is the essence 
of Sanctification, is a matter of Christian experi- 
ence. Every true believer knows this in a greater 
or less degree. He knows that if he receives 
" the truth " in the love pf it, and in sincerity ; 
that if he is not " holding the truth in un- 
righteousness," it does really mould and influence 
the character of his whole life. It supplies him 
with new motives, new hopes, new fears, new 
affections, and gives him new principles of action. 
Faith and obedience are inseparable in the life of 
the Christian, just as in a web warp and woof 
are inseparable ; and to believe ^' the truth " with 
the heart is necessarily to follow after that '' holi- 
ness without which no man shall see the Lord." 

There will indeed be many failures. The very 
earnestness and depth of our aspirations after 
holiness will only make us sensible how far short 
we fall of what we desire to be ; we shall painfully 
feel that ^' we cannot do the things that we would," 
and that " when we would do good, evil is present 
with us." Thus, the holier we grow, the more 
humble we shall become ; the greater our advance 
in Sanctification, the more shall we know of our 
own sinfulness, our own nothingness ; the more 
shall we realise our corruption, and the more shall 
we be able to enter into the humbling confession of 
St Paul, " For I know that in me (that is, in my 
flesh) dwelleth no good thing ; for to will is pre- 
sent with me, but how to perform that which is 
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good I find not." For whatever liberty may be 
ours in Christ, however we may rejoice in knowing 
that " the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
has made us free from the law of sin and death ; " 
yet our low attainments in grace, when compared 
with the high standard which is set before us, will 
fill us with shame and sorrow, and lay us down in 
the dust at the feet of God, and often constrain us 
to exclaim, '' wretched man that I am ! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ? " Still let 
us take courage. There is no ground for despair. 
" This is the will of God, even your Sanctifica- 
tion. " Believe this. We have many enemies within 
the camp, many enemies without; the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, are always active, always 
ready to betray us into sin ; but " He that is for 
us is greater than all that are against us ; " and in 
the strength of God we shall overcome, however 
fiercely the battle may rage. '' Wherefore lift up 
the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees." 
Renewed by His Spirit, and sanctified by His grace, 
all who are Christ's shall at length attain to His 
pure and spotless likeness ; for perfection and 
conformity to the mind of Christ are secured in 
the cc^venant sealed with His blood, and are 
also guaranteed in the prayer, " I will that they 
whom Thou hast given me be with me where I am, 
that they may behold my glory which Thou hast 
given me." Be not therefore discouraged if the 
battle sometimes seems to go against you. Grow 
not weary of the race if you are sometimes dis- 
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heartened because you make no more rapid or 
sensible progress. Say with the strong faith and 
undaunted courage of David, " Why art thou cast 
down, my soul ? and why art thou disquieted 
within me ? Hope thou in God ; for I shall yet 
praise Him, who is the health of my countenance 
and my God." Let God be your hope, Christ 
your stay, the Spirit your helper, and perfection 
your object. " He aims too low that aims beneath 
the skies." Let your aims run in harmony with 
the Saviour's prayer, " Sanctify them through Thy 
truth: Thy word is truth." 

Lastly, Never make your infirmity an excuse for 
sin. Never think lightly of any fall or any failure 
in service. Never lose the practical in the ideal, or 
neglect the simple, plain duties that lie around 
you, for some exalted conception of a life above the 
conditions of sense and time, and spent wholly in 
spiritual communion with God. How practical is 
St Paul in his exhortations to Christian holiness, 
" Let him that stole steal no more ; but rather let 
him labour with his hands the thing which is good, 
that he may have to give to him that needeth." 
" Let no corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth, but that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that it may minister grace to the hearer." 
" Let all bitterness, and wrath, and envy, and 
clamour, and evil-speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice ; and be ye kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." 
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And again, " Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right." And, " Ye fathers, pro- 
voke not your children to wrath, but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." 
" Servants, be obedient to them that are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trem- 
bling, in singleness of heart, as unto Christ. And 
ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbear- 
ing threatening : knowing that your Master also is 
in heaven ; neither is there respect of persons with 
Him." There is nothing transcendental here. These 
duties are very commonplace ; yes, but it is this 
daily life, with its daily duties, that makes the 
battlefield on which we have to fight the good 
fight of faith. It is through these simple duties, 
through the spirit in which they are done, that 
we are to glorify God. " Whether ye eat or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." 
Therefore I say again, let perfection be your aim; 
and let it be your constant resolution to press far- 
ther along that path which shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day." And so, ^* God working in 
you to will and to do of His good pleasure," you shall 
*^ workout your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling;" your path ever onward and upward, heaven- 
Ward and Godward," till at length, mounting as on 
eagle's wings, you reach the gates of glory, and in 
you the Saviour's prayer is accomplished — " Sanc- 
tify them through Thy truth : Thy word is truth." 
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THE SAINTS CONFLICT, AND THE 
SAINTS VICTORY. 

" O wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death ? I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord."— Rom. vii. 24, 25. 

To enter into the true meaning of this passage, 
we must understand its place in the argument 
which the apostle is conducting. In the preced- 
ing chapters of this epistle he has proved that 
the Jew and the Gentile are both under sin, and 
therefore under condemnation, that we are justified 
freely by grace, and that while the wages of sin is 
death, " eternal life is the gift of God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." With these words the sixth 
chapter ends. In the seventh chapter it is shown 
that the freeness of God's grace in our deliverance 
from the law of sin and death, so far from being a 
motive for continuing in sin, is the strongest argu- 
ment against sinning. " For when we were in the 
flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, 
did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto 
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death. But now we are delivered from the law, that 
being dead wherein we were held ; that we should 
serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness 
of the letter." St Paul th^n holds up before 
us the true value of the law ; and, telling us that 
it is an expression of the divine holiness, he 
assures us that " by the law is the knowledge of 
sin." From the seventh verse to the fourteenth 
he writes in the past tense, as though describing 
his condition antecedent to his conversion as an 
unregenerate man. " I had not known " (or re- 
cognised) " sin;" I had not been acquainted with 
the fact that sin is in me, but by the law, which 
was the innocent means of calling it forth ; "for 
I had not known lust except the law had said. 
Thou shalt not covet." Once he had been alive 
without the law — not really alive unto God, but 
he ignorantly thought himself alive ; and he lived 
on in contented ignorance of his guilty and con- 
demned state in the sight of God. " But when 
the commandment came," forbidding in its search- 
ing severity even the wrong desire, then " sin re- 
vived," came to life again, and he died. He was 
brought under the sentence of death. The law con- 
demned him. The law of God (and that because 
it was holy, just, and good) wrought death in 
him — slew him under the curse. " Was then that 
which is good made death unto me ? God forbid. 
But sin, that it might appear sin" — might be shown 
to be sin — ^was permitted to produce these results. 
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^^ working death in me by that which is good ; 
that sin by the commandment might become ex- 
ceeding sinful," — that it might be known in all its 
exceeding sinfulness. The apostle now, from the 
fourteenth verse, goes on to show one aspect of a 
believer's condition in this world — " For we know 
that the law is spiritual ; but I am carnal, sold 
Tinder sin. For that which I do I allow not : for 
what I would, that do I not ; but what I hate, 
that do I. If then I do that which I would not, 
I consent unto the law that it is good. Now 
then, it is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me." And at the twenty-first verse — 
** I find then a law, that when I would do good, evil 
is present with me. For I delight in the law of 
God after the inward man : but I see another law 
in my members, warring against the law of my 
mind, and bringing me" — that is, having the 
tendency to bring me — ^' into captivity to the law 
of sin which is in my members." And then, in 
very sorrow and shame that he is so weighed 
down by his carnal nature, and that his attain- 
ments are so far below his desires, his work is so 
far beneath his will, and his holiness falls so far 
short of his aims, he is compelled to cry aloud, 
under a pressing sense of the misery of this con- 
dition, " wretched man that I am I who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death?" 

The expression "body of death" may refer to 
a species of martyrdom to which the early Chris- 
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tians were exposed for their championship of the 
truth. It was the custom with their persecutors 
to chain a dead body to the living man ; and he 
that was thus bound to the loathsome corpse was 
compelled to drag it about with him, until life 
sank beneath this fearful ingenuity of torture. 
You can imagine the horror with which the living 
man would regard the dead body to which he was 
fastened ; and the illustration will help you to 
realise the feeling with which the apostle regarded 
that body of sin to which he was bound, and 
which in its natural workings was opposed to the 
pure aspirations of the regenerated soul. But 
even in the midst of his sorrow and distress there 
was mingled with his cry for deliverance the 
triumph of promised and assured victory ; and the 
words of bitter anguish are hardly spoken, when 
he adds, with a voice thrilling with joy, " I thank 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

There is, as you are aware, a difference of 
opinion on this verse, and, indeed, on the verses 
that follow the thirteenth. Some consider them 
as describing the stajte of the believer ; others 
regard them as a description of man in his unre- 
generate state. 

My own opinion is — and I have many of the 
soundest theologians on my side — that St Paul is 
here speaking of himself as a converted man. 
None but the regenerate can say that they " de- 
light in the law of God after the inward man ; " 
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for " the carnal mind is enmity against God," 
and against that law of God by which it is con- 
demned. You will remember that David's de- 
scription of the godly man is this — " His delight is 
in the law of the Lord ; and in His law doth he 
meditate "^day and night," 

But while I regard the conflict in this chapter 
as that of a believer with sin, I would observe in 
passing, that the experience here recorded is not 
the experience of one who yields to sin, but the 
experience of one who, whilst successfully battling 
with sin in its developments, nevertheless finds- 
that he falls short of the perfectness which he 
yearns to attain. And moreover, I am far from 
saying that this seventh chapter of Romans gives 
the whole aspect of the experience of a believer. 
It only gives one aspect, and the aspect given in 
the next chapter is to be conjoined with it ; for I 
believe the glorious freedom of the eighth, and 
the ceaseless conflict of the seventh, a conflict 
ending in victory, co-exist together. 

Having so far cleared the way, let us now 
examine the nature of the struggle which is 
carried on between the two conflicting principles 
that are to be found in the breast of every man 
who is "born of the Spirit." Through the 
operation of the Holy Ghost in the soul, the 
Christian becomes the possessor of a new and 
divine life ; and thus he has two natures — the old 
nature, which is part and parcel of himself, and 
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the new nature, or " new man " as it is called, 
which after God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness. Now these are contrary the one to 
the other. " That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit." Hence arises that warfare which is 
carried on in the inner recesses of the soul — the 
warfare between nature and grace. " The flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh," is the short but graphic description of 
every one who has been born from above into the 
kingdom of God. The heart of the Christian 
becomes a battlefield on which there is carried on 
an incessant conflict between a nature tainted 
with evil and a spirit regenerated and renewed. 
Nor is this an unwilling struggle on the part of 
the Christian, for >all his interests and desires are 
on the side of holiness, and opposed to sin ; and as 
the new nature has the habitual predominance, 
and as he is in very deed " led by the Spirit," 
he feels that one of the most precious elements 
of the gospel is its purity. It is just because its 
truths have a sanctifying power that they are 
precious to his soul. It might contain balm foi: 
his wounds, and comfort for his sorrows ; but if 
it only dried his tears, and did not subdue his 
corruptions; if it only assuaged his grief, and 
did not restrain his sins; if it only saved him 
from their guilt, and did not deliver him from 
their power, half its value would be lost, half 
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its preciousiiess would be gone. To be " in 
Christ " is to long for conformity with Christ ; so 
that the renewed man, hating sin and loving 
holiness, rejoices whe,n he reads of God, that 
" His will is our sanctificatioiy." He loves holi- 
ness, not for any reward connected with its attain- 
ment, but he loves it for itself; and being 
released from all anxiety about a debt which 
Christ hath cancelled, and a condemnation which 
Christ hath done away ; and being " delivered 
from the law, that being dead wherein he was 
held," he delights to ^* serve in newness of spirit, 
and not in the oldness of the letter." As the king- 
dom of God — the kingdom which is " righteous- 
ness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost " — has been 
set up within, he belongs in heart to another 
world, and not to the present; and therefore, 
setting his aflFections on things above, he seeks to 
withdraw them from everything that he knows to 
be opposed to the will of God. The love of God 
in Christ Jesus has been made so practical to his 
heart by the Holy Spirit, that his affections be- 
come purified, his tastes refined, and the whole 
tone of his character is so raised, that he feels sin 
to be a burden, and, longing to be delivered 
from it, he sighs for the time when every element 
of corruption shall be rooted out from this body 
of humiliation, and it shall become, not the clog 
of the soul, but an aid to the soul in the service 
of God. He has no toleration for evil ; sin and 
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failure are his greatest grief, his bitterest sorrow ; 
and as he knows how far short he comes of the 
perfect standard which is his aim — as he at times, 
through the craft and assault of the enemy, is 
betrayed into sin, he finds himself constrained to 
confess with St Paul, " That which I do I allow 
not; that whicli I hate, that I do." His mind 
is wholly with the law of God, though the motions 
of the flesh are with the law of sin. If he could 
only "do the things that he would," if he 
could only "find how to perform that which is 
good," he would live the life of heaven on earth, 
and rise at once to that perfect sanctity which it 
is his longing to attain. But though this cannot 
be while he is in the body, yet as all his desires 
are on the side of holiness, and his strongest aim 
is to be what he ought, and to do what he ought, 
his energies are habitually put forth against " the 
weights and sins" that do most easily beset him. 
So that he daily "mortifies the deeds of the 
body," and " crucifies the flesh," with its affec- 
tions and lusts. He is willing ever to " resist 
unto blood, striving against sin." The battle is 
a desperate one. The Christian is no carpet- 
knight. He knows what it is to " endure hard- 
ness ; " and because the strife is often keen, a life- 
and-death battle with the living, active principle 
of evil within ; because he has to struggle with 
all his might against the sinful tendency which 
leads to sin, and because he is feelingly alive to 
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every deviation from the perfect law of God, he is 
often constrained to cry out in the agony of the 
conflict, " wretched man that I am ! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ? " 

We see, then, the nature of the struggle be- 
tween the old man and the new. For this is not 
the experience of an unconverted man ; nor is 
it the experience of one who has " fallen from 
grace," and who, " coming under law in his prac- 
tical ways," has so got into darkness. It is the 
experience of Paul the confessor and the apostle, 
who was "not behind the very chiefest of the 
apostles " in grace, whose faith and love were 
strong, whose hope abounded, and whose attain- 
ments in holiness were great. Even he so finds 
the dark shadow of sin coming across his holy 
" delight in the law of God," tl^at the cry of 
bitter and agonised anguish is extorted from 
his lips, " wretched man that I am ! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ? " 

And let me say here, that it is for our own peace 
that we should know what we are to expect when 
we become believers. Are we to look for ease 
and self-indulgence, and a sort of epicurean con- 
dition, in which we are always to be "lying down 
in green p&stures, and to be led forth by still 
waters?" Are we always to be on the Mount, 
basking in the sunshine, and chanting hymns of 
victory, " making tabernacles " for ourselves, and 
never coming down to the toils and struggles and 

I 



130. THE saint's conflict and yictory. 

conflicts of earth ? Not so : not thus are we to be 
" conformed to the image " of that Master, who was 
" a man of sorrows/* who was tempted in the wil- 
derness, and who " with strong crying and tears " 
passed through the hour when " the powers of 
darkness " assaulted Him in the garden, who was 
baptized with a baptism of blood, and whose whole 
life was a conflict with the evil around. And we 
have what He had not^ a conflict within : inclina- 
tions to evil which He never knew, sinful tenden- 
cies to which He was an utter stranger ; for " the 
Prince of this world had nothing in Him," and in 
heart and in soul He was absolutely perfect and 
pure. But whilst we are not to expect a life of 
ease, and a pathway smoothed to heaven, we may 
have peace even in the midst of warfare ; we may 
know " the glorious liberty of God's own chil- 
dren," and rejoice in hope of an assured deliver- 
ance from sin. And this is just that mystery of 
the Christian life which the world can neither solve 
nor apprehend, and which even some Christians 
fail to understand. Men of the world cannot 
comprehend why the believer should regard him- 
self as a great sinner even while he " rejoices in 
Christ Jesus, and walks not after the flesh but 
after the Spirit ; " or why he should be so sensible 
of his deeply-seated corruption, even while he is 
vigorously striving to " fight the good fight, and to 
keep the faith." But just in proportion as he 
feels the power of grace does he hate the presence 
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of sin. As he discovers more and more how much 
God should be loved, the more does he become 
dissatisfied with himself, for so much the more 
does his love to God appear deficient in fervour 
and strength. And on this principle can we ex- 
plain the seeming difficulty — why St Paul, who 
"delighted in the law of God after the inward 
man," who felt himself "a debtor, not to live 
after the flesh," who through the Spirit was 
mortifying the deeds of the body," could neverthe- 
less say, " I am carnal, sold under sin ; " for his 
very hungering after perfect holiness and absolute 
purity made him hate the presence of a power 
' which was opposed to the workings of the regene- 
rate man. Any condition in which sin is active, 
even though it is mastered and overcome, is a con- 
dition of bondage to the believer who yearns after 
the stainless perfectness of heaven. The believer 
is like a man divided against himself. Paul fights 
against Paul. The battle is not waged between 
two persons, but between the two natures of one 
and the same person. If the tendencies of the 
new nature were fully carried out, they would lead 
him to all that is high and holy and pure; they 
would raise him to a seraph's purity and an 
angel's love, and lift him at once into the unsul- 
lied purity of the upper world. If the ten- 
dencies of the old nature were yielded to, they 
would debase him' to all that is earthly and de- 
filing and low ; they would make him a slave to 
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the corrupt passions and carnal appetites of a body 
of sin and death. Hence the struggle between 
the two. 

" The body of death " is bound to " the living 
soul ; " and however the Christian may groan 
under the association, he must bear it about with 
him until the end, until ** the earthly house of this 
tabernacle is taken down," and earth is rendered 
back to earth, dust to dust, ashes to ashes. For 
though the spirit has already passed through one 
resurrection — the resurrection from the grave of 
trespasses and sins, — the flesh remains in its natu- 
ral condition, unrenewed, and all its infirmities and 
passions and desires cleave persistently to it stUL 
There is therefore a battle between life and death 
going on between the old man and the new, and it 
is only by a perpetual struggle, by ceaseless watch- 
fulness and prayer, that the Christian is able to 
" cleanse himself from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, and to perfect holiness in the fear of the 
Lord.*' And oh ! how he hates the evil which still 
lurks in his heart, " the sin which so easily besets 
him,'* the incurably corrupt principle which is 
always present with him when " he would do good ;" 
and how his whole renewed nature rises up in in- 
dignation against the weakness of that other self 
which clogs and hinders it in its endeavour to 
shake itself free from all that is evil, and that is 
opposed to the mind of Christ. Never did martyr 
view with feelings of more utter loathing the dead 
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bodj which was chamed to his side^ and neTer did 
he more strennouslj endeaTOur to detach himself 
firom its clasp of corriqption^ than the Christian 
views the indwelling sin which is a part of his very 
being, or than he strives to master what is so 0{w 
posed to that new principle which has been im- 
planted in his breast bj the Holj Ghost. In vain 
is it that he sees a standard of perfect holiness 
which to reach were to make his life blessed. The 
very fact of there being this standard on which his 
heart is set, bat to which he cannot from the very 
constitution of his nature attain, does bat render 
more distressing the painful sense of his distance 
from a height towards which he is stretching, bat 
which he is unable to reach. And how long will 
this state of conflict last ? Till death. '^ There is 
no discharge from this warfare ; '* it is a lifelong 
struggle. Not till " the earthly house of this 
tabernacle'' be taken down will the leprosy of sin 
be eradicated ; not till " the last enemy " be met 
and vanquished, will there be rest from the war- 
fare ; not till then shall we give up the attitude 
of soldiers who are " fighting a good fight," 
clothed in the whole armour of God. And as the 
struggle is that of a lifetime; as sins, though 
defeated, rise up again and again to sadden and 
weary the soul by their fresh assaults, you cannot 
wonder that the Christian often "groans, being 
burdened " with this body of humiliation. Now this 
indwelling sin, this " thorn " ever rankling in the 
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flesh, will explain to you the experience of St Paul, 
and his bitter cry for deliverance. For when the 
apostle felt what he might be if he were not bound, 
and held in a lifelong fellowship with a sinful nature, 
a fellowship which humbled and distressed — I had 
almost said exasperated — ^him, he cried out in the ' 
agony of the martyr who would free himself from 
the loathsome corpse, but finds it impossible, 
" wretched man that I am I who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death ? " 

Thus far, then, we see that even they " which 
have the first-fruits of the Spirit do groan within 
themselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of the body." 

But I would now have you observe how imme- 
diate the change is, from the cry of anguish to the 
shout of triumph, ** I thank God, through Jesus 
Christ my Lord. " This is the hope. We must never 
separate the cry of misery from the outburst of 
joy. The sorrow is only for a moment, and is at 
once lost and absorbed in the gladness of victory. 
For there is future emancipation. The believer is 
not one who sighs in a hopeless bondage. His 
state of durance shall not last for ever. We 
shall be delivered from this natural body at death, 
and the corrupt principle which has troubled 
many a pure and saintly man, even on his death- 
bed, shall be rooted out and done away. And so 
" we are saved by hope, and hoping for that we 
see not, we do with patience wait for it." And 
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in the meantime, though the evil nature is only 
mastered, and not eradicated; kept under control, 
yet not stript of its power to harass and distress ; 
yet if there be the soreness and the agony of a 
conflict, there is the joy and the triumph of a 
conquest also. The battle with the evil nature, 
with "the desires of the flesh and the mind," 
may rage fiercely, but the dominion of sin is 
already destroyed, and the crown is prepared for 
the victor. Though we carry about with us a 
body of death, and shall carry it with us to the 
grave, yet we may have present victory over sin. 
It is not merely that I look for future deliverance 
from bondage ; there is a present deliverance to-day, 
not only from the guilt, but also from the tyranny 
of evil. In Jesus Christ our Lord we have a 
Saviour who, having freed us by His death from 
condemnation, does, by His Spirit, impart unto us 
such real strength as shall nerve us to vanquish 
sin, and enable us to " yield ourselves unto God 
as those who are alive from the dead, and our 
members as instruments of righteousness unto 
God." .The Saviour does not merely offer His 
people victory at death, but He gives them a 
present victory — saving them from the sins which, 
hateful to God, are hateful to them also, because 
they are renewed after the likeness of God. In 
Christ the apostle found deliverance from the 
dominion of sin, and He who emancipated St Paul 
can emancipate every believer from the same hate- 



136 THE saint's conflict and victory. 

ful tyranny. The believer does not conquer in 
his own might ; it is only through a living union 
with our risen Lord, and by the power of His 
Spirit, that he can resist the devil, and break locse 
from the world, and overcome the sins which, like 
crafty and cruel foes, would prevent his entrance 
to the promised land. Without Christ we can do 
nothing. Our only security is in keeping near to 
Him as our everlasting strength, .as that Captain 
of our salvation who, teaching our hands to war 
and our fingers to fight, leads us on to victory. 
Not that we are mere helpless automatons in His 
hand, machines pulled by a wire or moved by a 
string, and made to act mechanically, like dolls. 
No I There were no Christian manhood in this. 
We are not puppets, but men ; and as men we are 
to ^^ quit ourselves, and to be strong," to " stand 
fast," to " wage a good warfare," and, throwing 
ourselves into the battle with the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, to slay sin, subdue bad propensities, 
defeat Satan, and win the conquest over self. But 
while the fight is ours, and the promises are made 
*'to iiim]that overcometh," the armour in which 
we are to clothe ourselves is the armour of God, 
and the strength by which we conquer comes from 
Christ. " He giveth power to the faint, and to 
them that have no might He increaseth strength." 
Courage, then ! A little child with Christ on his 
side, and the Spirit in his heart, is mightier than 
any earthly foe, and mightier than the devil and 
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all his angels. " He that is with us is greater 
than all that be against us." " Ye are of God, 
little children, and have overcome them ; because 
greater is He that is in you, than he that is in 
the world." " For whatsoever is born of God over- 
cometh the world; and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith." True it is 
that sin is ever present, and the corrupt nature is 
always ready to be '^ set on fire of hell " by ^^ the 
fiery darts of the wicked one ;" but then strength 
is given from above, and we take " the shield of 
faith," whereby these flaming arrows kindled in 
the fires of hell are "quenched," and, resisting the 
devil till he flee, we come out conquerors from the 
onslaught. And if there should at times be 
failure and defeat, as there will be, whilst we are 
in the body, then see the gracious provision — 
" If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." And our very falls will make 
us more humble and more watchful, more on our 
guard against sin for the future, will bring us to 
our knees with an earnestness greater than we 
have known before. And thus, '^ sorrowing after 
a godly soul," weeping at the feet of Jesus, and 
finding forgiveness, we shall there resolve to 
win back the ground we have lost, and, rising up 
from our fall, we shall begin again the noble fight, 
and renew the glorious combat. Remember then, 
to your comfort, ye that are battling with evil 
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from within and sin from without, that in spite of 
all the opposition that comes from a deceitful 
heart, in spite of all temptations that arise from 
the flesh, and all solicitations that proceed from 
the world, Christ has guaranteed you the final 
victory, and " He that has begun a good work in 
the soul will carry it on until the day of the Lord 
Jesus Christ." Let not failures, however frequent, 
tempt you to despair, heart-breaking, humbling as 
they may be ; but rather let them drive you to 
** the blood of sprinkling " for fresh cleansing, and 
to Christ for fresh strength, and thus will you 
escape those deep pits of bitterness and despair, 
into which many a poor and weary and despond- 
ing soul has sunk. And thus, when in the midst 
of a humbling and distressing struggle with a 
sinful and corrupt nature, you are forced to mourn 
your vile body, and, burdened under a sense of the 
sore moral leprosy by which it is pervaded, to cry 
aloud, '' wretched man that I am ! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ? " you 
will be able to add, with a voice of triumph and 
praise, " I thank God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." 

Finally, as I have said, there is a complete de- 
liverance assured to the believer from the present 
struggle with sin, from the workings of pride and 
selfishness, and anger and covetousness, from the 
secret confiict with evil in the inner man. But 
when ? At death — not before. When the body is 
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laid down in the grave, no more to be resumed in 
its old form, and under its old conditions, then shall 
the union between the body of death and the liv- 
ing soul be terminated for ever. For when the 
body is raised, it shall be raised in honour and glory 
and incorruption, and, "fashioned like unto the 
glorified body " of the Son of man, it shall not be 
a hindrance to the redeemed soul, or a clog upon 
the spirit, but its help and its handmaid in the 
service and worship of God. "As we have borne 
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly." "As for me, I will 
behold Thy face in righteousness : I shall be 
satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness." Then 
we shall rest from the conflict. " The whole 
armour of God" shall be put off for "the white 
robe," and the sword be exchanged for the palm. 
Then shall the cry of sorrow be turned into the 
song of victory, and the shout of the battle be 
changed into the psalm of praise. Then shall the 
warrior be crowned by " the Captain of our salva- 
tion" Himself, and be welcomed to "the rest that 
remaineth for the people of God," with the words 
of welcome, " Well done." Let us then be strong 
and of good courage ; for though we are very far 
as yet from having come to " the spirits of just 
men made perfect," very far as yet from the con- 
dition of the glorified saints, and though, when 
struggling at our appointed warfare below, we 
have often to exclaim in very sorrow and anguish 
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of heart, '' wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from this body of death ? " yet we can 
at once follow up the cry with the words of thanks- 
giving, '' I thank God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." 
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THE SAINT'S GRADUAL TRANS- 
FORMATION. 

** But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same image, from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." — 2 Cob. iii. 18. 

We have in these beautiful words a summary of 
gospel blessings. The apostle has been drawing a 
contrast between the old covenant and the new, be- 
tween the law and the gospel. He magnifies his 
apostleship by bringing it into comparison with 
the office committed to Moses. There must have ' 
been, he argues, a great glory about the legal 
dispensation, for when the tables of the law 
were given into the hands of the lawgiver, 
there flashed from his face a brightness which 
overpowered the children of Israel. He then 
draws the inference, that if the dispensation itself 
were glorious, it must have been a glorious thing 
to have been entrusted with its ministration, and 
thus he claims for Moses a high honour, because 
appointed by God to be the giver of the law to men. 
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But if it were thus hononrable to be entrusted 
with a ministration which after all was a ministra- 
tion of death, must it not be greatly more honour- 
able to be entrusted with a ministration which was 
a ministration of the Spirit ? If, therefore, glory re- 
sulted to Moses from the one ministration, ought not 
still greater glory result to those who are ministers 
of the New Testament, " not of the letter which 
killeth, but of the Spirit which giveth life " ? He 
proceeds to draw the lines of contrast between the 
old dispensation and the new more sharply still, by 
bringing into prominence the darkness and bond- 
age of the law as distinguished from the light and 
liberty of the gospel. He does this by a reference 
to the veil which Moses put on his face when he 
came, forth from communion with God. Thus 
the old dispensation was a clouded revelation ; it 
was seen through a veil, its truths were embodied 
in symbols, and shadowed forth in types and 
ceremonies, sometimes announced in prophecies, 
which even the speaker himself did not under- 
stand, but never flashing out upon men with the 
unclouded brightness of God. But the new dis- 
pensation is the opposite of all this. All that 
was dark has been done away. There is now in 
Christ the full shining out of the divine glory, 
without any interposing veil or darkening cloud 
between, and all men may clearly see its splendour, 
and as they look, may be " changed " into the moral 
resemblance of that which they behold, " For we 
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all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord/' 

Note^ Jirsty the olyect which the gospel so fully 
reveals to our sight — " the glory of the Lord," 
" We all, with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord." '' The glory of the 
Lord,"*^ — is it not this vision that the devout 
heart has ever longed for ? Has not the loving 
soul yearned for a view of God more palpable 
than it gets ? We can enter into the feelings of 
Moses when, from the cloudy pillar at the door of 
the Tabernacle, the Lord talked with him as a 
man speaketh with his friend, and when, not 
satisfied with merely hearing the voice of God, he 
cried with an intense desire, " I pray Thee, show 
me Thy glory." But how can this '' glory" be 
shown ? " No man hath seen God at any time," 
nor can see Him. '' He dwelleth in the unap- 
proachable light." Is there no answer to this cry 
of the yearning heart ? There is. We know that 
God has revealed Himself in a certain measure in 
His works. ^^The heavens declare the glory of 
God." Very partially, however ; for while they 
display His greatness, they reveal to us nothing 
of the moral character, the attributes and per- 
fections of God. For thousands of years the 
heavens have been telling the same truths in 
the same silent yet eloquent language, and 
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yet wko erer leamt firom them the mercy and 
goodness^ the wisdom and trnth^ the holiness and 
justice of Grod? Men worshipped the lights of 
the firmament as gods, and bowed down to son 
and moon and all the host of hearen ; bat they 
learnt Ktde or nothing from them of the nature 
and character of the King, " eternal, immortal, 
invisible." We most look elsewhere for a full 
revelation of Grod. And to what shall we look ? 
To a orlorv that excelleth anv that is flashed from 
snnny skies or starry heavens — the glory that is 
seen in the Person and character of the " only- 
begotten of the Father " — " Grod manifest in 
flesh." The object which we " with open face 
behold " is that glory which, as St John tells 
ns, was seen in Him who was the image of the 
Invisible Crod — namely, " the glory " which was 
manifested in the moral beauty of His character 
and life, in miracles of mercy, in loving words, 
in deeds of compassion, the glory of perfect obedi- 
ence to the law, and of perfect submission to the 
will of God. Jesus Christ is the brightness of the 
Father's glory." Divine attributes are harmo- 
nised in His person ; divine perfections are em- 
bodied in His work ; divine promises are fulfilled 
in His death ; divine hopes are satisfied in His 
life. In " the only-begotten Son " the Father 
reveals Himself with a clearness not to be found 
in any other revelation of His nature. Nowhere 
else in the universe is there such another display 
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of the perfections of that Being who is hidden 
from ns in the inaccessible light; to Christ we 
must turn — to His profound wisdom — His serene 
purity, His tenderness, His forbearance, His un- 
failing love — to the combined mercy and majesty 
of His faultless life, if we would behold in its 
truest manifestation *^ the glory of the Lord." 

Look now at the glass which reflects the 
glory — ^^We all, beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord ; " or, '' beholding in a mirror." 
What are we to understand by " the glass or 
mirror " in which the glory is to be seen ? The 
gospel — the new covenant. But is not all the 
gospel gathered into Christ ? And consequently, 
is not Christ Himself '' the glass " in which the 
glory of God is mirrored ? For He reflects, as a 
glass does, the express image of God. ^^'Show 
us the Father," said Philip to our Lord, almost 
repeating the prayer of Moses many centuries 
before — " Show us the Father, and it suffice th 
us." And what was our Lord's gracious reply? 
" He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father." 
" In me you have a living, visible, perfect image 
of the unseen God." " The glory of God " had 
been but a hidden glory before. Nature had only 
imperfectly declared it. The law had but partially 
revealed it, and not until Jesus, by His life and 
by His death, upheld righteousness and exalted 
mercy, honoured justice and expressed love, 
showed God to be "just, and yet the justi- 
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fier of the ungodly," did that glory appear with 
a radiance pure and undimmed. ^' The Father 
was indeed glorified in the Son.** Jesus is " the 
glass " in which we see the clear shining of the 
light of God. No man under the old jdispensation 
might look on the face of God and live. He 
would hav^e been consumed by the insufferable 
brightness. But that blaze of glory can be home 
now, because it comes softened and shaded and 
tempered in the person of Immanuel — " God with 
us." We can now draw near to God and not be 
afraid. We can fall at His feet, and, clasping 
them, exclaim, ^' My Lord and my God I " He 
permits us to lay our weary heads on His bosom, 
to grasp the hand held out to heal and to bless, to 
look into the eyes moistened with tears or glisten- 
ing with divine love, to speak to Him, and pour 
our sorrows into His ear, and lay our sins at His 
cross. Oh, what a blessed truth is this ! What 
a truth for our comfort and consolation, that we, 
sinful, guilty creatures, poor and miserable and 
wretched, can look into the face of this loving, 
pitiful, tender Saviour, and feel assured that we 
behold in Him, clearly mirrored and reflected, " as 
in a glass the glory of the Lord." 

Look now at the ChristiarCs privilege — "with open 
face." The word rendered by our translation 
" open," is in the Greek text " unveiled." This 
at once carries back the thoughts to the preceding 
verses, where St Paul speaks of the veil that 
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was on the face of Moses, and upon the hearts of 
the children of Israel. '^We all with unveiled 
face." The words declare the clearness of vision 
with which believers are permitted to look into the 
face of God. The shadows of the law have passed 
away; the symbols have given place to the sub- 
stance ; the types have been fulfilled in the Anti- 
type ; the altar of atonement, the bleeding sacri- 
fice, the ministering priests, have received their 
accomplishment in Jesus. " The darkness is past, 
and the true light now shineth." It is now the 
high privilege of the Christian to look at *^ the 
glory of God," as seen in the face of Jesus Christ, 
and seen there without an interposing veil be- 
tween. It is a glory revealed to the eye of faith. 
What though the eye of sense cannot look through 
the heavens, and see, like Stephen, ** the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God?" What then? Does not faith, with its 
eagle-eye piercing the clouds, see Him there, the 
source of all life, the centre of all promise, the 
channel of all blessing, the well-spring of all joy? 
Is not faith conscious of His favour ? Does it not 
lean upon His arm ? Does it not rest in His love, 
and esteem Him "the chiefest among ten thou- 
sand, and the altogether lovely " ? To see by the 
consciousness of our trusting souls is not less 
than to see by the vision of our gazing eyes. No 
veil interposes between my Lord and me when I 
believe and love. I have then a communion with 
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Him as immediate and as real as that which comes 
through sense, an approach to Him as certain as 
that which is given by sight. " Blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed." I 
know that this is a region of Christian experience 
into which the natural man cannot enter, and 
which can be appreciated only by those who are 
spiritually enlightened. " The peace 'and joy in 
believing " is a land unknown to those who have 
not been renewed in the spirit of their minds, and 
whose eyes have never been " opened to see the 
wondrous things written in God^s law." But are 
they less real for this ? Is there no glory in the 
heavens and the earth because the blind cannot 
see? Is the beauty of nature — are the rosy tints 
of dawn, the golden splendours of noontide, the 
tranquil loveliness of evening, a mere dream, a 
fancy, an idea, because to the sealed eye all is one 
dark and dreary gloom, unbroken by a single ray 
of light ? Is the Christian a mere fond enthusiast, 
because he sees in Jesus a beauty which other 
eyes cannot see ? Have the things unseen no 
real existence, because they are hidden from the 
dull, glazed eye of unbelief? Is it but an imagi- 
nary Christ after all that we serve and worship 
and adore ? No ! Ten thousand times no ! We 
are not mistaken in our reverence. In our 
highest moments of faith, in our deepest ex- 
perience of joy, there is nothing imaginary ; all 
is solid, real, substantial. We are living our truest 
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life when we '^walk by faith." The seen are 
shadows ; the substance is found in the unseen. 
As we daily look unto Jesus, who became all our 
salvation that He might become all our desire — as 
we believe in one whom we never saw, and as we 
find in Him the true life of the soul, we are walk- 
ing, not in " sparks of our own kindling," but 
^' in the light," and walking along " a path which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day;" 
shineth unto " a day" when the truth of our Lord's 
words shall be clearly understood — '' Blessed are 
they that have not seen, and yet have believed." 

Let us look at the Christians Transfiguration-^ 
" We are changed into the same image from glory 
to glory." The word '' changed " is, in the origi- 
nal text, " transfigured." We only find this word 
four times in the New Testament. Besides using 
it here, St Paul employs it in the exhortation, 
" Be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind." Two of the Evangelists use this same word 
while describing the Transfiguration on the Holy 
Mount. And why was this word selected by the 
inspired writer to express the gradual change of 
the saint into the likeness of Christ ? Surely to 
make us see the completeness of the transfor- 
mation which passes over the character of those 
who, " with open face, behold as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord." As we gaze, we become like 
that which we behold. The brightness on the face 
of Moses, when the skin of his face shone, was 
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neither attractive nor transforming ; it was rather 
repellant, it struck the children of Israel wiih 
dread. The law cannot change the moral character 
into the likeness of the "holiness which it pro- 
claims ; it fills with fear, rather than ministers to 
peace. But the brightness in the face of Christ is 
both attractive and transforming ; and, looking at 
it, we are changed iuto the likeness of the spiritual 
beauty that we behold. We are, as it were, the 
receptive plates, on which, as we stand in the light 
'^ beholding," the *' Sun of Righteousness " photo- 
graphs His own image; yet as the receptive 
plate is not perfect, we only receive a broken 
image, a dim outline of the glorious original. But 
still something of the beauty that we behold is 
transferred to us, and is stamped upon our souls ; 
and so we become conformed gradually to the pure 
and perfect image of Him who was ".without sin, 
and in whose mouth was found no guile." 

Is it so with us? Are we being transformed 
into the likenes§ of Christ? Are our* affec- 
tions becoming more pure — more spiritual — more 
heavenly? Are we being "transfigured" as we 
look ? Do we bear His image so plainly, that all 
men "take knowledge of us that we' have been 
with Jesus." Does the light of God so shine upon 
us, that we become mirrors ourselves to reflect 
it to the world around ? Alas I which of us does 
not fall far short of what we ought to be ? Who 
does not feel humbled and self-condemned, when 
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he thinks how very feebly he represents to the 
world the bright and resplendent image of Him 
who was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and sepa- 
rate from sinners " ? The face of Moses, when 
he had been on the Mount with God, shone so 
that the people could not endure steadfastly to 
look upon it. Oh that our lives might so shine 
under the revealing, transforming power of the 
Spirit, that sin and unbelief would shrink away 
abashed and ashamed from the holy and resplen- 
dent lustre. Let us who profess to be Christ's 
aim at being more Christ-like ; and, not content 
with a low and unsatisfactory state of spirituality, 
not satisfied with a faint tracing on the soul of 
the pure image of Christ, but longing for a per- 
fect transformation, strive to grow in holiness, 
living more in communion with Christ, abiding 
with Him, walking with Him humbly, closely, 
prayerfully, looking to Him daily, and then there 
shall be transformation by *^ beholding," — we shall 
become like Him, because looking at Him we 
shall love Him, and love assimilates : and thus 
shall we be '' changed into the same image from 
glory to glory." 

" Are changed from glory to glory." " Are 
being changed.'' The process is gradual. Saint- 
liness is not attained by a sudden effort. There 
is a growth in grace. There is progress in 
holiness. "The path of the just man shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day ; " "he 



154 THE saint's gradual tkansformation. 

goes from strength to streDgth." It was not by 
two or three hasty, and occasional blows of the 
hammer that one of those beautiful antique statues, 
which were the glories of their own age and are the 
wonder of ours, was wrought into grace and sym- 
metry from the rude block of Parian marble, 
but by prolonged labour carried on through many 
days, and thought over through many an anxious 
night. It was thus that the sculptor's eflfbrts were 
crowned with success, and that he at length saw 
in complete realisation the ideal of which he had 
dreamed. So it is by lifelong efforts, by daily 
'* looking unto Jesus," by beholding with the 
transforming gaze of love the Christ who died and 
rose again, and lives for us, that we are gradually 
but surely moulded into the likeness of His won- 
drous beauty, who " is fairer than the children of 
men." Therefore, if sanctification be but slow, 
let us not be impatient ; though slow, it will be 
sure, if we turn to Christ, and give Him the love 
of our hearts and the trust of our spirits, for " He 
that hath begun a good work in us will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ," '' He will perfect 
that which concerneth us ; '' and so at length the 
intercepting medium of sense shall be swept away, 
and the soul be laid bare to the ineffable bright- 
ness and beauty of God, and ^' beholding His face 
in righteousness, we shall be satisfied with His 
likeness," 

*' Into the same image." The same as we behold. 
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— into the blessed likeness of Christ. Into this all 
true Christian jnen are growing, however unlike 
they be in natural character and mental gifts and 
constitutional peculiarities. Christians differ in 
temper and disposition, in taste and tone of mind, 
in gifts and in graces : there is Mr Great-heart, the 
giant-killer, and hero of a hundred fights ; there 
is Mr Feeble-mind, who started at his own shadow, 
and trembled at the falling of a leaf. Nor is it 
to be wished that all good men should be alike. 
God has room in His service for the fiery Peter 
and the loving John, for the dauntless Luther 
and the more gentle Melancthon ; and that 
gracious variety in unity which marks all the 
works of God, which is seen in the members of 
one family, and saves it from dull monotony, which 
gives its beauty to the heavens above, where "one 
star differeth from another star in glory," and yet 
where xall shine with the same reflected lustre, is 
a characteristic of the Christian Church. But 
different though we be in disposition and character, 
unlike in the influences that surround us, and in 
the history of our lives, " we all who are be- 
holding Christ" with the eye of faith, are growing 
into a perfect man, unto the fulness of the mea- 
sure of the stature of Christ. " We are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory." 

" We all." There is now no specially favoured 
race to whom the vision of God in Christ especially 
belongs. " There is neither Greek nor Jew, cir- 
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cumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free ; but Christ is all, and in all." The 
good, glad news is preached to all ; all may come 
to God through the one Mediator, and looking up 
into His face, cry, " Abba, Father 1 " 

Nor is there now any privileged class of men 
who alone may approach God, and enjoy a near- 
ness to Him from which others are excluded. 
'' The veil has been done away." Nothing inter- 
venes between our Lord and the heart that yearns 
after direct communion with Him. No fence 
separates the holy place from the Holy of Holies. 
All sacerdotal distinction between man and man 
is for ever abolished. No priest stands between 
us and the great High Priest of our profession. 
All have equal '' access into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus." All may ^' draw nigh with a 
true heart, in full assurance of faith.'' The light 
from the uplifted face of God may smite direct 
upon our happy faces ; and not resting there, but 
reflected back — yea, passing inward into oui; 
darkened hearts, may work a transformation into 
the likeness of God. The blessing is for all. 
There is not a man amongst us, who, if he but 
looks to Jesus, — no matter how sinful, or weak, or 
ignorant he has been, — may not be partaker of the 
privilege, — who may not be included in the apostle's 
words, " We all, with open face behold as in a 
glass the glory of the Lord." 

And lastly, let us consider the Agent in this 
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transformation — " Even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord." The Holy Spirit is the Agent. See how 
the Trinity is at work in the salvation of the 
Church. We have the glory of the Father^ as 
seen in the mirror — the Son, and as shown to us 
by the Eevealer — the Holy Spirit. This trans- 
formation into the image of God, wrought by the 
act of " beholding the diving S^^^Jt ^^ it is seen 
in the face of Jesus Christ," is effected by the 
power of the transforming Spirit, who is the Agent 
in the gracious change. " He takes of the things 
of Christ, and shows them unto us." He is the 
Author of all life and light and love. Let us honour 
the Holy Ghost, and look to Him for the grace that 
we need. It surely ought to make us glad, and 
fill us with hope, to know that we have a Divine 
Person on our side, who, if we are Christ's, '' will 
work in us to will and to do of His good plea- 
sure." It is a weary, heartless work, this striving 
after goodness by ourselves. How often have we 
tried, and failed, to make ourselves better, to cure 
some faults, to overcome the irritability of temper, 
to curb the angry thought, to bridle the hasty 
tongue, or to lay aside some weight, and to van- 
quish some easily-besetting sin. And why ? Be- 
cause all our efforts rested on self, ended with 
self. Let us try a more excellent way. Throw 
yourselves on the strength of the Spirit, and on 
the promise, " My grace is sufficient for thee ; my 
strength is made perfect in weakness." Vows 
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and pledges, promises and resolutions, apart from 
the help of Him, " without whom nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy," will never restrain the 
corruption of your nature, or keep in check the 
sinful propensities of the heart. 

The devil laughs at your strongest resolutions, 
and snaps them as easily asunder as Samson 
brake the green withes with which the Philistines 
bound him, and which were broken " as a thread 
of tow is broken when it touches the fire." Trust 
in the Spirit — pray for the Spirit — '^ Be filled 
with the Spirit." Pray for larger measures of 
His illuminating grace ; and let the prayer be 
urgent ; for all power and strength and blessing 
are wrapped up in the gift of the Spirit: all grace 
and all glory are here. You cannot live without 
the Spirit ; you can only truly live in the Spirit. 
^' If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of His." All is death within 
that soul into which He has not come with light 
and life. And the second death, — what is it but 
a perpetuation of our natural and ungodly state — 
eternal darkness within and without — exclusion 
from the unclouded vision of the goodness that 
satisfies, and of the glory that never fades? 
Therefore cry for the Spirit. He is " the free 
Spirit," "the liberal Spirit," "the Spirit of 
grace : " as free a gift as Christ is. He that gave 
His own Son to die for us, will also "give His Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him." And the living 
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Spirit of God will lead you out of all your dark- 
nesses into the region of light, and will set you in 
the full shining of the Saviour's face, where you 
shall be transfigured as you look. And as you 
stand " beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord," and receiving on your unveiled face the 
clear shining of the light of God; and as the 
glass flashes and quivers with the glory of God in 
Christ, you, thus " looking unto Jesus," shall be 
transformed in the act of beholding — " changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord." 

One word more. Transformation into the like- 
ness of Christ is the heart and soul of all true 
religion. It is the object which God has in our 
redemption. All things else — doctrines, services, 
ceremonies, the means of grace — are intended to be 
aids to this. They are to be prized, and used as 
kelps to this great end; and they are helps to- 
wards it just in proportion as they reveal Christ 
to the eye of faith : if they hide or obscure Him, 
or if they are used as ends in themselves, they be- 
come more than worthless, snares to the soul. 
Let conformity to Christ be the great end that we 
keep in view in the use of all means of grace of 
which we take advantage. Yea, let it be the end 
and object of our lives, and then our path shall be 
an onward one and an upward one, until at length 
we, who are made conformable unto the Saviour's 
death, shall rise in the likeness of His resur- 
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rection. " If the Spirit of Him who raised up 
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised 
up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies, by His Spirit that dwelleth in you/' 
Clothed in the immortal vesture of the Resurrec- 
tion, we shall pass from the shadows into the per- 
fect light ; and with His glory streaming in fullest 
lustre around us, '' we shall see Him as He is." 
Now we see Him by faith, and beholding, grow 
like ; then we shall " see Him face to face," and 
the transformation will be perfect. But even 
then there shall be transformation — there shall be 
endless progress and growth ; ' our happy souls 
shall look upon Him for ever, and change as they 
look. And throughout the ages we shall ever be 
advancing to further degrees of likeness to God, 
climbing steeper heights of knowledge and love 
and joy, making eternal progress towards infinite 
perfection ; and it shall be true there of the chil- 
dren of light — " We all, with unveiled face behold- 
ing as in a glass," — in Christ there " seen as He 
is, face to face," — '' the glory of the Lord, are 
changed (the only change in heaven) into the 
same image, from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord." 
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THE SAINTS LIFE-WORK. 

" But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal 
life."— JUDE 20, 21. 

These words form a marked contrast to those 
which immediately precede them — '^ Beloved, re- 
member ye the words which were spoken before 
of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, how that 
they told you there should be mockers in the last 
time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 
Those be they who separate themselves, sensual, 
having not the Spirit." There had arisen in the 
Church, even in the early days of its " first love," 
ungodly men, who " turned the grace of our God 
into lasciviousness, denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ." 

And St Jude reminds those to whom he is writ- 
ing, that they are not to feel surprised at this. It 
was nothing more than had been predicted by the 
apostles of the Saviour. St Paul had foretold this 
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apostacy, ani so had St Peter; they had both 
spoken of "perilous times to come in the last 
days," when men should be " lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God ; having a form of god- 
liness, but denying the power thereof." Now in 
this description of the world as it was then, we 
have a mirror in which we may see reflected the 
state of the world as it has been ever since, and as 
it is now. The multitude " know not God, and 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
The mysteries of revelation are doubted or denied, 
and made the subject of ridicule or contempt. 
Men walk after the sight of their eyes, and 
the desire of their hearts. " They separate them- 
selves" from communion with God, and from fellow- 
ship with the people of God. They are "sensual" 
— ^that is, living a life under the influence of the 
senses ; servants to the desires of the flesh and 
of the mind. " They have not the Spirit." They 
have never been quickened by His renewing grace, 
have never been lifted up into the supernatural 
life of faith and hope and love, but continue in 
their old carnal state of death in trespasses and 
sins. And so will it be even unto the end — " Evil 
men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, de- 
ceiving and being deceived.'^ With an increase in 
superficial knowledge, and with the pride which it 
engenders, shall be an increasing spirit of scepti- 
cism, which shall hold in contempt the revelation 
of God in his Word. " There shall come in the last 
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days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and 
saying, Where is the promise of His coming? 
for since the fathers fell asleep, all things con- 
tinue as they were from the beginning of the 
creation." 

And amidst the abounding sin and ungodliness 
of the world at large, wherein lies the safety — nay, 
what is the solemn duty, may I not rather say, the 
happy privilege of the believer ? " But ye, beloved, 
building up yourselves in your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the 
love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life." 

Look, first, at the tender address of the apostle 
— " But ye, beloved," To whom is the apostle 
writing so affectionately ? To whom is his epistle 
inscribed? The opening verse gives us the 
answer, " Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and 
brother of James, to them that are sanctified by 
God the Father and preserved in Jesus Christ, 
and called, mercy unto you, and peace and love be 
multiplied." Those who are marked out in such 
strong contrast to the world are those who had 
been "sanctified" or "set apart" by the Father, 
who were being " preserved," kept or guarded in 
Christ Jesus, and who were " called" — effectually 
called — the word of life being brought home to 
their hearts with demonstration of the Spirit, and 
with power. Blessed are all such. God, who has 
" loved them with an everlasting love," regards 
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them with perfect approval, because they are 
united by faith to " His beloved Son, in whom 
He is always well pleased." They are precious in 
His sight — His peculiar treasure, the sheep of His 
pasture, the people of His hand, and His especial 
care. And they, on their part, find a pleasure in 
the service of their God. His will is their rule, 
His word their guide, His law their delight. They 
shine forth as lights in the world in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse nation; and instead of 
being " conformed to this world," to its sins, its 
fashions, or its maxims, " they are transformed 
by the renewing of their minds," and thus "prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God." Their daily life is a perpetual rebuke 
to all that is false, or base, or unholy, a constant 
and consistent testimony to all that is pure and 
lofty, to all that is "lovely, and of good report." 
They are " living epistles," exhibiting by a humble 
and Christ-like mind the beauties of holiness, and 
showing forth in a manner to be " read and known 
of all men," the praises of Him who hath called 
them out of darkness into His marvellous light." 
Is our life, brother, in any measure like to this ? 
Do men, when in contact with us, feel that religion 
is not the mere theme of the preacher's discourse 
— a beautiful ideal, which no one ever thinks of 
realising; but that it enters as a real, influential 
principle and power into the life of our every day ? 
Do we bring the loftiest spiritual motives to bear 
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on even the lowliest practical duties ? Oh, what 
is our responsibility, as men who are " called to 
be Saints"? What our duty as those who are 
Christ's ? Is it not to walk in the light, as He is 
in the light? Is it not to "let our light so shine 
before men that they may see our good works, and 
glorify our Father who is in heaven " ? It was to 
those whose life was an undimmed mirror, in 
which was reflected a bright image of the purity 
and goodness and grace of Christ, that the apostle 
Jude wrote the beautiful words which are the 
theme of our contemplation. Placing the " be- 
loved of God" in most marked contrast with "the 
careless," " the sensual," and "the unspiritual," he 
appeals to them in the tender and touching and 
affectionate words, " But, ye beloved." 

Let us consider the Saint's life-work in detail. 
" Building yourselves up on your most holy faith." 
The Saint is a builder. He builds not with perish- 
able materials, but with materials imperishable 
and abiding. We know from the other Scriptures 
that there is but one foundation — " Other foun- 
dation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ." But every man is to build there- 
upon. The Christian is not to rest satisfied with 
a mere reception of the truths of the Gospel, but 
he is to endeavour to " grow up unto Christ in all 
things," " growing in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour." What saith the Apostle 
Peter to the Christians of his day? " Giving all 
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diligence, add to your faith, virtue ; and to virtue, 
knowledge ; and to knowledge, temperance ; anc 
to temperance, patience ; and to patience, godl:- 
liness ; and to godliness, brotherly kindness ; and 
to brotherly kindness, charity." There is to be a 
constant " building up " of thoughts, words, and 
acts, true and loving, strong and pure — a never- 
ceasing increase in all wisdom and spiritual under- 
standing, for the building cannot be completed in 
this world. To the last hour of life must we be 
adding holy thoughts and words and deeds to the 
structure. Not so long . as we are in the flesh 
shall the headstone be brought forth with shout- 
ings of Grace, grace unto it I 

And here I may give the needful caution of the 
apostle, " Let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon." If a man build with ^' the gold " of 
faith, with "the silver" of hope, with "the 
precious stones " of love, his work shall abide, and 
he shall receive a reward in that day when every 
man's work shall be tried by fire of what sort it 
is. But if any one build with the dead " wood" 
of a lifeless formalism, with the perishable " hay" 
of a spiritless profession, or with the brittle 
stubble of worldly habits and superficial opinions, 
" his work shall be burned, and he shall suffer 
loss, though he himself," — because on the founda- 
tion, — shall be saved; saved, yet so as by fire." 
Brethren, let us be careful to build with the right 
materials. There never was a day in which it was 
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more necessary, not only to take heed on what 
" foundation " we are building, but with what 
materials we are building thereupon. There are 
many who profess to give Jesus the honour of 
salvation, who nevertheless rob the gospel of all 
its life by overlaying it with a cumbrous ritual 
and a profitless ceremonial. 

Oh, guard against all teaching that would sub- 
vert the grand and saving doctrines of Christianity, 
or throw a doubt upon the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, or call in question the one finished sacrifice 
offered up by Christ upon the Cross. " Prove all 
things: hold fast that which is good.'' I know 
how the pride of talent, or the desire to be singu- 
lar, or the appetite for novelty, or reverence for 
human authority, will cause an unstable mind; 
a mind " ever learning, and yet never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truth," to yield itself to 
the specious sophistry of false teachers and guides. 
The enemy is ever on the watch : he can assume 
even the form of " an angel of light," and adapt- 
ing himself to the various dispositions and cir- 
cumstances of those whom he seeks to deceive, 
even quoting Scripture for his purpose, he often 
persuades the unwary, rashly confident in their 
own strength, to fall an easy prey to error, and 
to " make shipwreck of the faith," Oh, see that 
you are " so rooted and grounded in love," " that 
ye cease to be children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by 
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the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, where- 
by they lie in wait to deceive." With all solemn 
earnestness, I bid yon beware of all who would 
beguile you from the good old paths along which 
the saints of God have walked to heaven. Oh, take 
care that ye be not seduced from " the simplicity 
that is in Christ." And that ye be ^^ steadfast, 
immovable;" take to your very heart of hearts the 
exhortation of the apostle, " and build yourself up 
on your most holy faith." 

And how is this duty to be effectually carried 
out ? How are we to accomplish a work so great ? 
The text informs us — " Praying in the Holy 
Ghost." The life of the saint is a life of prayer. 
To use the apostle's words, ^^ He prays without 
ceasing." He could no more live without praying 
than he could live without the air he breathes. 
And what is true prayer? Not the mere repeti- 
tion of a form ; not the mere bending of the knee ; 
not the excitement of animal emotion; not the 
clasped hands, and the uplifted face, and the 
streaming eyes, and the facile and fluent words. 
There may be all these, and yet be no prayer. 
Prayer is the breath of the Spirit within. It is 
the cry of the heart after Gx)d. It is the child's 
intercourse with his Father. It is the soul, 
conscious of its unutterable wants and needs, cast- 
ing itself on the fulness of Christ Jesus. Do you 
know the reality of such prayer as this ? Are your 
prayers the unutterable groans of the Spirit of 
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adoption within, as you cry, " Abba, Father" ? Oh, 
call not a formal lip-service prayer. Call not the 
words that are wrung from you, in a time when 
fear, or sorrow, or a threatened peril overtakes you, 
by the sacred name of prayer. There is many a 
one who kneels in the church, or in the family, or 
in the closet, whose prayers are only self-seeking 
wishes, at variance with Christ's Spirit, and indif- 
ferent to the will of God. Self — that is the end 
of many a man's passionate petition ; else how is 
it that one who, from lips pale with terror,' has, 
in the hour of danger or sickness, uttered a cry 
for mercy — how is it that, when the crisis has 
passed away, he has again forgotten God, and has 
continued to live without Christ in the world ? No, 
the man who " prays in the Holy Ghost," prays 
not for form's sake ; not in some great emergency 
only, but he " continues instant in prayer," because 
he feels his hourly need of pardon, of support, of 
blessing; because he loves to hold communion 
with God ; because he has wants ever recurring, 
and momentarily needing to be supplied. There 
are many forms of prayer — extempore prayer, 
liturgical prayer, family prayer, secret prayer — 
but there is but one kind of prayer, and that is 
" prayer in the Holy Ghost." On this listen to 
the apostle, '* Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities, for we know not what to pray for as 
we ought, but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
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And He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of 

Go4." 

• Oh, blessed are they who have their souls lifted 
up by the Holy Ghost, who dwells in them, to- 
wards God in Christ, and who, filled by Him with 
yearnings after "the things which eye hath not 
seen nor the ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive," " build them- 
selves up on their most holy faith, and pray in 
the Holy Ghost 1" 

"Keep yourselves in the love of God;" that 
is, not in your love to God, but God's love to 
you. The apostle, it must ever be remembered, is 
addressing those " in whose heart the Jove of God 
had been shed abroad by the Holy Ghost." Had 
they not known the love of God, they could not 
have been exhorted " to keep themselves in it" 
It is to the true children of God that he speaks, 
and St Jude means that we are to " keep our- 
selves" in that state of approval before God 
which is the privilege of those only who are united 
to Christ by faith. We are to avoid whatever 
would interrupt the consciousness of His love, 
whatever would bring a cloud between us and 
God, whatever would cause God to withdraw the 
light of His countenance. So long as the believer 
walks in the way of His holy commandments, he 
walks in peace and joy, and upon his happy, holy 
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path there falls the light of His heavenly Father's 
face. But should he wander from the paths of 
purity and peace, should he allow anything to come 
in between his affections and Christ, or should he 
give way to sin, then he must, lose the sense of 
God's favour, and the sweet assurance of God's 
approval. And though it is a blessed truth that 
" nothing shall separate him from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord," yet it is also 
true 'that sin will bring with it sorrow and suffer- 
ing ; for God will not smile on His child when he 
sins, but will rather " lay His hand heavy upon 
him, and give him no ease until "he return 
to Him with "a broken spirit and a contrite 
heart." And well that it is so : it is well to be 
brought back to God even by sharp pain and 
bitter suffering, rather than be allowed to wander 
away from Him for evermore. Have we not David 
as an example of this ? When he fell into gross 
and grievous sins, spiritual darkness was the re- 
sult of spiritual declension, and, tortured with 
dreadful doubts, the cry of anguish and alarm was 
wrung from his lips, " Hath God forgotten to be 
gracious ? Is His mercy clean gone for ever ? " 
So that, to '^ keep ourselves " in a state of approval 
before God, we must '' walk worthy of that high 
vocation wherewith we are called, " walking in the 
light as He is in the light." And is it not for our 
truest happiness to shun everything that could in- 
terpose even the shadow of a cloud between the soul 
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and the light of God's countenance. For what can 
satisfy the heart but a sense of God's love ? With- 
out this we are compelled still to ask the old ques- 
tion, "Who will show us any good?" Apart 
from this there is no rest for the soul. The riches, 
honours, and pleasures of earth, love, fame, name 
amongst men, cannot satisfy ; and they who have 
possessed most of them — let Solomon bear witness 
— ^have borne testimony to the utter hoUowness of 
these things by the weary cry of a heart broken by 
disappointed hopes, " Vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity 1 " But " the love of God," this fills the 
heart with peace, this gladdens it with joy, this 
lightens every yoke and eases every burden, this 
levels the mountains of difficulty and raises the 
valleys of humiliation, this makes " the crooked 
straight, and the rough places plain." It makes 
self-denial a pleasure, and turns self-sacrifice into 
a privilege ; it sweetens the hard crust of poverty ; 
it takes, its pain from the rack, and its torture 
from the flame, fills the dungeon of gloom with 
praise, and makes the dreary prison to resound 
with songs of joy. Therefore, for your own peace 
and happiness and holiness, '^ keep yourselves in 
the love of God." 

" Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life." Are we not taught here, 
that after we have fulfilled all the duties of prac- 
tical godliness, "mercy" is to be all our plea. 
After we have done all, we are still " unprofitable 
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servants," The holiest, the most saintly man of 
God, will acknowledge that all his hopes of the 
heaven that is preparing for his soul are derived 
from the grace of God, — ^from that " grace which 
abounds over abounding sin." Whatever our 
advance in grace, it becomes us all to remember 
that it is *' not by works of righteousness that 
we have done, but according to His mercy He 
hath saved us, through the washing of rege\iera- 
tion and the renewing of the Holy Ghost." And 
never was there a man yet eminent for holiness 
who was not eminent for humility ; the height of 
the stem and the depth of the root always corre- 
spond ; the deepest humility has been most con- 
spicuous in the godliest and most gracious men. 
This is taught us very impressively in that room 
where one whom we know to be marked by many 
a Christian grace and virtue, who daily spends 
and is spent in his Master's service, lies down be- 
fore God profoundly in the dust, and as be pours 
forth the most humble, amazing, and self-abasing 
confessions, draws near to the fountain and cross 
of Calvary to wash hands and heart in the blood 
of Christ, And it is taught even more impres- 
sively in yonder chamber, where a saint lies dying, 
waiting at the gate of heaven for the door to 
open and let him in. Sit down by his bedside, 
and ask him the nature and ground of his trust 
in this solemn hour when heart and flesh are 
failing, and you will find that, every other hope 
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cast aside, Jesus is ^^ all his salvation and all his 
desire.'* Whatever has been his ^* work of faith, 
his labour of love," his sacrifices for Christ's sake, 
his prayers, his tears, his self-denials, " mercy ^' is 
all his song, " the mercy that translated him from 
darkness into light," that kept him from falling, 
and that is about to give him " an abundant 
entrance into the presence of his Lord.'* One 
whose praise is in all the Churches, an eminent 
minister of the gospel, left this as his dying re- 
cord — ^^ I am, I know, the chief of sinners, and 
I hope for nothing but the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus to life eternal ; and I shall be, if not the 
greatest monument of God's mercy in heaven, yet 
the very next to it, for I know of none greater. 
And if we are to bring the matter to a point, it 
lies in a nut-shell, and it is here, I look as the 
chief of sinners for the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus to life eternal ; and I lie adoring the 
sovereignty of God in choosing such an one ; and 
the mercy of God in pardoning such an one ; and 
the patience of God in bearing with such an one ; 
and the faithfulness of God in perfecting His 
work, and performing all His promises to such an 
one." There is but the same ground of trust for 
all, the chief of saints and the chief of sinners. 
The purest and the vilest must enter heaven by 
the one door. It was the same hand of mercy 
that opened the gate of glory for the martyred 
Stephen and for the penitent and pardoned thief. 
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And I think, when the child of God who has 
"made it Christ to live finds it gain to die," 
when he is released Irom the burden of the flesh, 
and falls asleep in Jesus — I think, as his happy 
spirit soars away to its Father's home, it will sing 
as it mounts upwards, " Great is Thy mercy to- 
ward me, and Thou hast delivered my soul from 
the lowest hell." I would that we might be ever 
watchful and humble and prayerful, emptied of 
self, that we might be filled with grace. And 
whatever be " the diligence we give to make our 
calling and election sure," however earnestly we 
" build up ourselves on our most holy faith," still 
may we "look for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life." 

And what shall I say more ? Are we amongst 
the true believers who earnestly seek to " walk 
worthy of the high vocation wherewith we have 
been called ? " Are we maintaining a holy stand- 
ing, " not conformed to this world, but transformed 
by the renewing of our minds ? " Oh 1 what is 
the character of our life ? The world is slipping 
insensibly away from us ; earth, with its business 
and bustle, its pleasures and pursuits, its interests 
and cares, is coming to an end. How are we 
carrying out the life-work which God has given 
us to do? It is a noble and a grand and a 
blessed work. If we are pursuing it in the right 
spirit, there is nothing in it of a drudgery or a 
burden. " The love of Christ constraineth us." 

M 
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And love makes labour easy and delightful, for 
our will and our work are in harmony, they go 
hand in hand. And what a reward we have in 
view! for it is lawful to bring this motive also 
into the structure that we are building into our 
lives. " If any man build upon the foundation 
gold, silver, precious stones, his work shall 
abide ; " it shall stand the testing-fire of the great 
djiy, when '' every man s work shall be made mani- 
fest, and shall be revealed by fire, for the fire 
shall try every man's work of what sort it is." 
And if " the work abide " the judgment flames, 
he that built " shall receive a reward ; " for the 
revealing fire cannot consume one jot of anything 
that is truly Christian, of faith, or love, or loyalty 
to Christ. These will pass through any fire, and 
will shine all the more brightly after they have 
come out of the furnace heat. The workman shall 
be saved, and " his work shall abide/' and it shall 
be built into a fair and beauteous temple which 
shall be " incorruptible and undefiled, and which 
shall never pass away." It is only ^Hhe wood 
and hay and stubble " — low, -superficial views of 
holiness and sin, worldly habits and uncontrolled 
tempers, unspiritual tastes, " high thoughts and 
proud imaginations" and carnal desires — it is only 
these that shall shrivel in the blaze of God's judg- 
ment-fires when they are at a white heat, and shall 
perish. " The work shall be burnt," the labour 
of a lifetime be lost >-but the workman, because he 
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is on the foundation, shall be saved — " saved, yet 
so as by fire,- ' " scarcely saved," " plucked as a 
brand from the burning." God save us from 
such a terrible end to our life-work I In His 
strength we will resolve that in a growing love 
and devotion, in an unfailing obedience and prac- 
tical service, in an entire self-surrender and con- 
secration to His will, we shall rear a temple 
worthy in all respects of our ^^ saintly calling." 
Thus our work abiding, the salvation which God 
has begun in grace, and carried on in our 
sanctification. He shall crown through the ever- 
lasting ages in glory. ^' Now unto Him that is 
able to keep you from falling, and to present you 
faultless before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy, to the only-wise God our Saviour, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and ever." 
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THE SAINT PRESSING ONWARD. 

" Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended : . but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I pre^s to- 
ward the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus." — Phil. iii. 13, 14. 

No one can read these words without being 
struck with the intensity of their ^personal emo- 
tion. In this utterance St Paul seems to be 
revealing the secret purpose which had given rise 
to the marvellous energy of his life. He appears 
to lay bare his inmost soul, and to show us the 
hidden motive which inspires his whole existence. 
He has been referring to the great change which 
had transformed him from a persecutor into an, 
apostle, and to his entire self-surrender to Christ. 
He has been affirming that he counted all things 
but loss that he might "win Christ, and be found 
in Him," and stand justified in His righteous- 
ness ; and that he might have a conscious experi- 
ence of the " power of the Saviour's resurrection, 
and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made 
conformable to His death." Having in this im- 
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passioDed language declared the lofty aim of his 
life, and the climax of his hopes — to " attain to 
the resurrection from among the dead " — ^he adds, 
with the profoundest humility, " Not as though I 
had already attained, either were already perfect ; 
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that 
for which also I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus." He refers here to his miraculous conver- 
sion, when he was " grasped," or " seized " of 
Christ on the road to Damascus, and tells us that 
his master-passion, the all-absorbing desire of his 
soul, was to " grasp " that for which he had been 
"grasped by Christ" — namely, "the Resurrection 
out from among the Dead." This glorious attain- 
ment keeps all his anxieties on the stretch, and 
bends all his faculties to one point. He has not 
"attained," or rather, he has not "received;" for 
the word translated "attained" in the eleventh 
verse is not the same word as that translated 
"attained" in the twelfth verse. In the first 
sentence it refers to " the resurrection from among 
the dead ;" in the second sentence it refers to some 
richer experience in the Christian life — some ful- 
ness of knowledge, or of joy, or of holiness, not as 
yet received. But though he has not yet "re- 
ceived " all that he aspiresi to, he longs to do so. 
In a man of Paul's zeal and ardour, this sense of 
contrast between his aims and his attainments 
must have been unspeakably great. The profound 
earnestness of his nature must have kept him ever 
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conscious that his achievements fell far below his 
ideal, and hence his vigorous efforts and ceaseless 
struggles to "keep under the body/' to "bring 
every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ," to cast aside " every weight " and every 
easily-besetting sin, and to " adorn the doctrine 
of God his Saviour in all things." And hence 
every sense of failure, every hindrance offered by 
a body of humiliation, every unfulfilled aspiration 
after purity, every unsatisfied desire after con- 
formity to Christ, would create in his breast an 
anxious desire for that time of complete and eternal 
triumph when he should be " not unclothed, but 
clothed upon with his house which is from 
heaven," " and mortality should be swallowed up of 
life." Hence it was that his whole Christian ex- 
perience was distinguished by a singular concentra- 
tion of purpose, that all its impulses were gathered 
into one effort, and pointed to one direction ; and 
hence his words, disclosing the ardent ambition of 
his soul, breathe the passionate vehemence of an 
intense endeavour, "Brethren, I count not my- 
self to have apprehended; but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
I press toward the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

In asking your attention to these remarkable 
words, let me speak to you, in the first place, on the 
clause, " Forgetting those things which are behind." 
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We leam from these words that the apostle was 
not satisfied with any present attainments he had 
made in grace. Had he chosen, he might have in- 
dulged in the most complacent reminiscences. He 
might have recalled, with self-satisfaction, the 
memory of his unwearied activity, his indomitable 
patience, his successful labours, his ceaseless con- 
flicts with evil, and the conquests which he won 
through the mighty power of the grace of Grod. 
He might have lived on the memory of his mira- 
culous conversion, and lingered upon the heavenly 
vision, and the unearthly light, and the voice that 
came " from the excellent glory," and the terms of 
his apostolic commission, and the many tokens of 
approval he had received from on high. Had he 
not been " visited with revelations " ? Been " rapt 
into Paradise " ? Been " caught up into the third 
heavens," and " heard unspeakable words which it 
was not possible for him to utter " ? With such a 
retrospect he might have rested satisfied with the 
" pleasures of memory," and sat down content with 
his present attainments in grace. But no ; as if 
nothing had been done, he " forgets the things 
which are behind." He does not count himself to 
have " received ; " he does not consider himself to 
be " already perfect." He does not " forget " those 
blessed passages in his life in which his God and 
Saviour revealed to him " the unsearchable riches" 
of His goodness : «^ the heights and depths, and 
lengths and breadths of a love passing all know- 
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ledge," the marvellous " grace that had abounded 
over abounding sin." These he could never " for- 
get ; " to these he must have recurred again and 
again, as proofs and pledges of his future triumph 
and final victory. He would seek, in these dis- 
plays of divine mercy, inspiration for the time to 
come ; he would gather from his former experiences 
spiritual strength; and, clothing himself with 
these, as with celestial armour, he would " fight" 
with a more vigorous hope " the good fight of 
faith." In so far as " the things that were behind" 
ministered to self-complacency or to indolence, he 
"forgot" them; in so far as they were motives to 
earnestness for the present, and to perseverance in 
the future, they were ever before him. It was to 
disclaim any contented satisfaction with his attain- 
ments in the divine life, to declare that the mark 
of perfection was yet unreached, that the perfect 
standard of God in Christ was yet unattained, that 
he speaks as he does in the text. It was to show 
that no backward glances to the past ever called 
off his thoughts from the progress yet to be made, 
from the graces yet to be attained, the sins yet to 
be overcome, the difficulties yet to be surmounted, 
that he made the plain and emphatic assertion, 
"Brethren, I count not myself to have appre- 
hended ; but this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press toward the 
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mark, for the prize of the high calliDg of God in 
Christ Jesus/' 

Let me ask here, how is it with you who are 
Christ's? You have been "grasped" by Christ, 
arrested in your course of sin, or indiflference, or 
worldliness ; have been " washed, justified, and 
sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God." You have made some 
progress on the road of heaven. You have been 
" growing in grace." How are you using the 
past ? As a motive to " settle on your lees " ? As 
a reason for self-esteem? Has the progress you 
' have made disposed you to think that you have 
done enough, and that you may relax your efforts in 
the race ? Are you resting upon your oars, because 
you have made certain sacrifices, and undertaken 
certain duties ; and are you priding yourself on 
the measure of ground already passed, contented 
not to think of the great distance which still 
separates you from the goal? Are you folding 
your hands in idleness, willing to put off your 
armour and lay down the sword, though the battle 
is raging all around you, and the devil is lying in 
wait for your soul, and the world and the flesh are 
busy plotting your destruction ? Or has the en- 
trance in at " the strait gate" been followed from 
the outset by a steady, firm, and unfaltering walk 
along the " narrow way." Remember that you 
are responsible for your growth in grace. Be- 
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member that jon are responsible for failure. Sane- 
tification is not vicarious like justification. Nor 
does it become perfect at once, through a mere 
act of faith on our part The Holy Spirit works it 
in us at the first, and by His constraining power 
our sanctification ii^ carried on from day to day 
throughout the whole of life. Every figure by 
which Christians are described in the Bible implies 
gradual development. Take but one, and try your- 
selves by this test — " The righteous shall flourish 
like a palm-tree, and shall spread abroad like a 
cedar in Lebanon.^ Is it so with you? Again, 
" The righteous shall be like a tree planted by the 
water-side, that will bring forth his fruit in his 
season; whose leaf shall not wither." Is it so with 
you ? And again, " They that be planted in the 
house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 
God." Does this figure describe your condition? 
Are you " instant in prayer," busy in your Mas- 
ter's service, "diligent in making your calling and 
election sure," abounding in those " works of 
faith and labours of love" which are to the praise 
and glory of God ? And are you still following on 
to know the Lord? Are you still advancing in 
holiness ? or are you content with the past ? It is 
a sad thing when our graces minister to our vanity, 
a sad thing when we turn our spiritual experience 
into fuel to feed the fires of our spiritual pride. 

It is possible that upon some the past may have 
an elating influence ; it is possible that there are 
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some who need the warning to ^^ forget the things 
behind." But surely, if we think of our distance 
from the goal to be reached, how far we are from 
the perfection which is our only standard, and 
from the holiness which ought to be our aim, we 
have everything to keep us humble, and to lay us 
low at the feet of God. Alas I must we not reckon 
ourselves amongst " the least in the kingdom of 
heaven " ? Which of us can say that he has been 
*^ sanctified wholly, body, soul, and spirit," and 
that he is completely conformed to the image of 
Christ ? How feeble is our faith still ; how faint 
our love ; how imperfect our hope I And as to our 
good works, our active service in the cause of God, 
the gifts which we lay on the altar of Christ, the 
pleasures that we renounce for Him, and the 
sacrifices we make for His sake, is there not in 
them much, very much, to make us humble ? And 
if we should dare to bind them round our brow as 
a crown, would not they pierce us like a crown of 
thorns ? If we are in danger of growing proud 
and self-complacent, and are content with the 
progress we have already made, let us remember 
" the things that are behind." Let us recall our 
errors, our mistakes, our secret faults, our sins, 
and the retrospect will rebuke every high thought 
and proud imagination, and will call forth from 
our lips, firom our heart — ^yea, from the very depths 
of our heart, the publican's cry, " God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner I " And if any of you are con- 
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tented with the past, full though it be of humiliating 
defeats and unfulfilled promises, full of efibrts 
that have come short of desire, and of successes 
that have come short of hope — if you are con- 
tented because you have made a certain advance 
along the road to heaven, consider, I pray you, the 
example of St Paul. Take all the encouragement 
that you please from the fact that you have been 
striving to ^'walk worthy of the vocation where- 
with you are called ;" recur often and joyously to 
the grace of God that has " worked in you, both 
to will and to do ;" but shun all complacent satis- 
faction with past attainments, and, disclaiming any 
contentedness with the holiness to which you may 
have already advanced, let this be your confession 
— the confession, remember, of one who was a 
spiritual giant, like Saul among the people, taller 
by the head and shoulders than all his compeers 
— " I count not myself to have apprehended ; but 
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark, for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

Let me ask you now to consider the singleness of 
purpose which characterised the apostle in his 
Christian career. 

There is no finer study than the attitude of St 
Paul as he appears in this passage, bending all 
his energies to the attainment of perfection. He 
employs, as you are aware, an illustration taken 
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from a foot-race, and be portrays his emotions as 
if be were a competitor in the games. Seated at 
the goal, the Judge holds in His hand the prize 
which is to be given to the victor. The runner 
has been straining every nerve and muscle, and 
has made a certain advance towards the goal — so 
great advance, indeed, that some might almost 
imagine " he had attained." Not such his own 
estimation of liis progress ; for although the 
portion of the course over which he has already 
passed invites him to a complacent retrospect of 
the diminishing distance, he puts aside the self- 
satisfied thought at once. He knows that he has 
not yet attained, and therefore nothing shall tempt 
him to pause even for a moment, or to turn to the 
right hand or to the left, or to cast a glance behind 
him, or to withdraw his eye from that single 
object, even ^^ the prize of the high calling of 
God," from which he gathers all his energy for 
rapid movement and persevering effort. He bravely 
resists every temptation to halt in the race, and 
maintains his singular concentration of aim. By 
this figure St Paul represents his own personal 
singleness of purpose. He is following after per- 
fection, and he allows nothing to interfere with 
this object. There is no pause in his heavenward 
career. *' Onward !" is his motto. He considers 
nothing as done while he has anything more 
to do. His eye, his thoughts, his heart, are 
all fastened on the goal. And yet there 
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were many things which might have divided 
his attention with this master-purpose of his 
soul. The high duties of his apostleship, the 
public toils of his ministry, the dangers en- 
countered on his missionary travels, the perse- 
cution he suffered for the faith, " besides those 
things which came upon him daily, the care of all 
the Churches." You might have thought that 
amid such incessant toil and unwearied labour, 
and in the discharge of ever-recurring duties, his 
own religious growth would have been endangered, 
and that he might have neglected the culture of 
personal holiness, and thought little of progress 
in the saintly calling. But no I At the time 
this epistle was written he had been nearly thirty 
years a preacher of the gospel. He might be 
described as " Paul the aged;" he had grown grey 
in the Saviour s service ; he was a veteran in the 
army of the Cross. And yet, while he made full 
* proof of his ministry, while he " laboured more 
abundantly " than all the rest of the apostles, he 
still " worked out his own salvation with fear and 
trembling ; " and keeping all his anxieties on the 
stretch, and concentrating his undivided energies 
on a single object, he " counted not himself to 
have apprehended," and he permitted nothing 
around him or behind him to divert his thoughts 
from the prize. " This one thing I do." How 
noble such an example 1 What harmony it in- 

N 
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fused into his whole life I He may well -be called 
" a man of one idea." Manifold as were the 
duties of his apostleship, and various as were the 
ministries he had to discharge, one passion 
dominated his life. It would not have been sur- 
prising, as he went forth to the world to proclaim 
the new and sublime truths which he had been 
commissioned to announce; as "with great heavi- 
ness and continual sorrow in his heart " for the 
unbelief o'f his countrymen, he pleaded with them 
for Christ ; as with a soul wrung by the idolatry 
and gross wickedness of the heathen, he spake to 
them of the living and holy God — it would not 
have been surprising if, in "keeping the vineyard 
of others," he had neglected his own. Yet this 
was not the case ; for while he was " in labours 
more abundant than the other apostles," and was 
" instant in season and out of season," and gave 
himself wholly to the work for which he had been 
set apart by a miraculous call and consecration, 
yet one^ and only one, thing he did — " This one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark, for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 
Christian brothers, are you and I in this 
remarkable unity of purpose " followers together " 
of St Paul? Are we " reaching forth," — " press- 
ing onwards " ? Are we " giving all diligence to 
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make our calling and election sure " ? Instead 
of yielding ourselves to the hope of a triumph 
which has not yet been secured, are we '^ running 
with perseverance the race which has been set 
before us," borne along by one soul-ruling desire, 
and keeping the incorruptible crown ever before 
our eyes ? The Christian race is not one in which 
we can pause in order that we may sit down and 
count over our victories, and dwell with self- 
elation on our successes. The Christian life is no 
state of " luxurious rest," as I have seen it called, 
in which we are passive agents in the hands of 
Christ, who fights our enemies and runs our race, 
and who, without any effort on our own part — ^we 
standing by and looking on as spectators while 
the battle rages — secures for us deliverance or 
victory. Nor is the Christian life " one long 
bridal-day of love and joy," as I have seen it 
described, because " every power, sensation, and 
longing are absolutely given to Christ," and 
^Hhere is no longer any opportunity for self- 
denial, because self is no longer an antagonist, 
because it is given up to Christ." For such a 
state as this would be a condition of perfection in 
the flesh, a condition unknown to that humblest 
as well as holiest of men, St Paul. Nor is the 
Christian life a state in which there is to be found 
in Christ '^ an uniform victory over sin; not variable, 
but unbroken, cloudless, shadowless," — this is the 
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perfection we aim at but never grasp, and they who 
speak as if such a condition were attainable here 
must necessarily modify the standard of holiness 
so as to bring it down to the reach of sinful man, 
and must have inadequate views of the nature and 
evil of sin. St Paul's whole experience was as 
different as possible from this — separated from it 
by a wide gulf. He and his brother apostle St 
Peter both agree in the statement that, busy as 
they may be in praying, watching, working, fight- 
ing, running, " the righteous are scarcely saved," 
and no more than saved. Heaven is the reward 
of men who are valiant in faith, and strong in 
prayer, and unceasing in watchfulness — of men 
who wrestle and run and fight, and " resist even," 
if needful, "unto blood, striving against sin." 
The Christian life calls for earnest, manly con- 
centration of purpose; for it is this oneness of 
object that is the secret of all great success. " It 
is the hand of the diligent that maketh fat." 
" Whatsoever our hand findeth to do must be done 
with all our might." This is true of all successful 
effort in this world, and is also true of all success 
in the spiritual world. He that would gain the 
battle must fight ; for " the kingdom of heaven 
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force." 
He that would win the race must run. *^ I there- 
fore so run," says this same Paul, " not as uncer- 
tainly ; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
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but I keep tinder my body, and bring it into sub- 
jection ; lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway." 
And here I would say, let no one think that the 
multiplicity of his daily duties need at all interfere 
with that which should ever be the prominent 
object of his life. Your profession, your trade, 
your social and relative duties, may all be subordi- 
nated to your saintly calling — to the " one thing," 
the only thing that is " needful." God has not 
BO ordained it that the duties of the life that now 
is are incompatible with the duties of the life 
which is to come, both may be discharged with 
equal diligence and zeal ; and whilst ye " labour 
for the meat which perisheth," ye may also 
"labour for the meat which endureth unto life 
everlasting." Even though every day have its 
necessary and imperative cares, though every 
hour be crowded with ever-varying calls and claims, 
yet may we sanctify all by the spirit in which they 
are done. " Whether ye eat or drink, or whatso- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God." Let there 
be but one dominating purpose in life, and all 
other things will fall into their proper place. And 
if this be so, and if the aiming at perfection ought 
to be our great object, if we ought never to be 
satisfied with anything short of perfection, and if 
the daily duties and cares of our calling and posi- 
tion need in no wise hinder, but rather advance 
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this object, then surely it becomes us not to rest 
satisfied with a dwarfed piety, but with redoubled 
efforts after holiness, to " press toward the mark, 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus." 

Let us, in conclusion, look at the prize which is 
held out to our expectation — " The prize of our 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus "I No call- 
ing so noble as " the saintly calling" I No voca- 
tion is so sublime. No prize so glorious, as that 
proposed to our hopes ; nor is any victory rewarded 
with so splendid a crown. It is " an incorruptible 
crown ; " a " crown of glory that fadeth not away." 
It is " a crown " that shall be placed on the head 
of every victorious warrior by the hand of the Lord 
Himself, with the approving words, " Well done!" 
" Henceforth," says the apostle, " there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, shall give me in that day ; 
and not to me only, but to all them that love His 
appearing." 

Christian men, " partakers of the heavenly call- 
ing," I animate you with the thought of this 
" crown of life." I cheer you with the hope of it. 
God has not only promised you the attainment of 
perfect holiness, which is a high reward in itself, 
but He has graciously added a prize. Perfection of 
character is blessedness, but God gives something 
more. " I press toward the mark for the prize." 
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Think of this. The race may be long and arduous,, 
but oh! do not relax your strivings; ever let 
your motto be " Onward ! " '' Gird up the loins of 
your mind; be sober, and hope to the end, for the 
grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ." Bend all your energies to one 
great effort. Press on, though the way be rough. 
Press on through storm and change. Press on 
through the heat and burden of the day. Press 
on, though one and another who started with you 
in the race drop off and turn aside. Press on ; and 
like Gideon with his brave band of three hundred 
men, when in pursuit of the flying Midianites, be 
this your watchword, " Faint, but pursuing." - 

Be ye followers of St Paul in this — *' Forget the 
things which are behind,^' so far as your retrospect 
might minister to self-congratulation for the 
gireatness of your attainments, or for your tri- 
umphs in the Christian life. There is an ideal 
before you which you have not reached. "Be ye 
holy," says God, " for I am holy." Oh, then, go 
on unto perfection, and let your ambition be to 
be like Him " who is fairer than the children of 
men," "chiefest among ten thousand, and the 
altogether lovely 'M 

And again — " Forget the things which are be- 
hind," so far as they would paralyse your energies, 
by recalling duties unfulfilled, vows unredeemed, 
opportunities thrown away. *^ Forget " the past, 
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in SO far as it would feed despondency and foster 
despair. Lay the guilt of it on Jesus, wash it out 
in His precious blood ; and then in the strength of 
the Spirit — the Spirit who is given to all who ask 
for this unspeakable gift, make a fresh start in 
the Christian life, and '^ reach forth to the things 
which are before." If you return to the past at 
all, let it be to confirm faith and strengthen hope ; 
let it be to suggest caution, inspire humility, and 
deepen self-distrust. Thus make use of it ; but 
in the sense that it would endanger your religious 
growth, or hinder the formation of your spiritual 
character, " forget it." And here take example 
from St Paul. Seek for the same absolute unity 
of purpose ; strive after a similar concentration 
of aim; and let it be the desire of your heart, 
your joy and pleasure, to be perfectly conformed to 
Christ. It is a high model ; but would you have 
a lower? Surely not. If you love Christ, you 
will long to be like Him, and to have His image 
stamped upon your soul. Then press toward this 
mark. Press toward perfect faith, perfect meek- 
ness, perfect self-denial, perfect submission, per- 
fect humility, and perfect love. Every fresh 
degree of grace is^a fresh advance towards per- 
fection. 

And the progress will be ceaseless : the nearer 
you approach perfection, the farther will you seem 
to yourself from it. A sense of what remains to 
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be achieved will grow in proportion to what has 
been achieved. Still you are not engaged in a 
hopeless work. To reach here Christ's pure and 
spotless character, to attain here to His holy and 
blameless life is impossible, and the resemblance 
will be far from complete until death. But when 
we pass into the presence of Christ, and see Him 
as He is, and stand in the light of His unveiled 
face, and our eyes behold His beauty and His 
glory, then we shall be transfigured into His like- 
ness in the act of gazing, and we shall become as 
bright and stainless mirrors which shall flash back 
the perfections of His character. And then one 
stage more. The Resurrection — when we shall be 
raised in His likeness, and our bodies shall be 
fashioned after the bright similitude of His. And 
then as each one who has fought and con- 
quered, run and attained, " bears the image of 
the heavenly," Christ shall be glorified in His 
Saints, and admired in all them that believe in 
that Day." . " Our life is hid with Christ in God; 
when Christ who is our life shall appear, we also 
shall appear with Him in glory." 

With this hope in prospect, let us reach forth to 
higher attainments ; and though our confession 
must always be, " Not as though I had already 
attained, either were already perfect," let us be 
able to add with truth, " But I follow after, if that 
I may apprehend that for which also I am appre- 
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bended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not 
myself to have apprehended ; but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
I press toward the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus." 



THE END. 



PRINTED BY BALLANTYNK AND COMPANY 
KDINBUROH AND LONDON 



§g t^t mmt ^ni)^ox. 



-•o^ 



Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

HILLS THAT BEING PEACE. 



OPINIONS OF THE PBESS, 

''We express our sincere hope that such an able and excellent 
course of lectures may have a wide circulation. " — Record, 

"An excellent volume of sermons. . . . Very beautiful 
and heartHsearchiog are the lessons Canon Bell draws from each of 
these hills and mountains." — Evening Hours. 

"Very wholesome instruction, which will be perused with 
pleasure and interest. The volume is much to be commended." — 
Christian Observer. 

"The subjects are handled with considerable ability, and the 
teaching throughout is of the right stamp.'' — Mock, 

"Eminently pious, instructive, and deeply interesting lessons. 
. . . . The entire work is characterised by thoroughness of 
research, soundness of doctrine, polish of style, and a general 
originality of treatment, which must re^der it a treasure and help 
to all who obtain possession of it." — Brighton Gazette, 

"A very remarkable book of sermons May be 

read with delight and profit. There are a width and harmony 
about these sermons which remove them quite from the sphere of 
polemics.'' — Cheltenham Chronicle, 



Crown 8yo, each 5b. cloth, 

NIGHT SCENES OF THE BIBLE, AND THEIR 

TEACHINGS. 

FiBST AND Second Series. 



London : WILLIAM MACKINTOSH, 24 Patebnostbb Row. 



Price 3d each, 

I. 

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: WHAT IT IS. 

Spiritual, not Sensuous ; Devotional, not Dramatic ; 
Reasonable, not Ritualistic. 

II. 

THE LORD'S SUPPER IN ITS POSITIVE AND 
NEGATIVE ASPECTS. 

ni. 
THE BLESSEDNESS OF GIVING. 

IV. 

THE HOSANNAS OF CHILDREN IN THE TEMPLE. 



16mo, 9d. cloth limp. Is. boards, 

ADDITIONAL APPENDIX TO PSALMS AND HYMNS 
FOR PUBLIC AND SOCIAL WORSHIP. 



London : JAllIES NIS6ET &; CO., 21 Bernsbs Street. 



EECENTLY PUBLISHED. 



I. 
Crown 8vo, 58. clotb, 

CLEFTS OF THE ROCK ; 

Or, The Believer's Grounds of Confidence in Christ By the Rev. 
J. R. Macduff, D.D., Author of ** The Gates of Prayer/' &c. 

n. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. cloth, 

THE RENT VEIL. 
By the Rev. Horatius Bonab, D.D., Author of "Christ of God," &c. 

iii.^ 
Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. cloth, 

REAL PICTURES OF CLERICAL LIFE IN 

IRELAND. 
By J. Duncan Cbaiq, D.D., Author of ** La Debon&do." 

TV, 

4to, 10s. 6d. cloth, 

EDDA: 

Tales of a Grandmother. A History of Denmark. Edited by 
Philojdyenis. New Edition. With many Illustrations. 

v. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

THE PIRATE CITY: 

An Algerine Tale. By R. M. Ballanttne, Author of " Black 
Ivory," &c. With Illustrations. 

VL 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

SCEPTRES AND CROWNS, 

And the Flag of Truce, illustrating the Lord's Prayer. By the 
Author of " The Wide, Wide World." With Coloured Illustra- 
tions. 

Ko.i. 



Tn. 
Crown 8to, 4b. 6dL doUi, 

SEED-TIME IN KASHAfTR ; 

A Memoir of William J. Ki.Maf.nt, M.D., F.R.C.S.K, &&, Ute Medi- 
cal Mianonary of the C. M. S. ia Kashmir. Bj His Widow and 
Dr W. BuB58 Thomsov, Medical Mimionary. 

vm. 
Port 8to, 78. 6d. doth, 

HOLDEN WITH THE CORDS. 

Bj W. L. M. Jat, Author of " Shiloh." 

iz. 
Crown 8to, Ss. 6d. cloth, 

A SOLDIER'S TESTIMONY OF GOD'S LOVE 
AND OF HIS FAITHFULNESS TO HIS WORD. 

Bj p. H. Malax, once a Major of the British Army. 

z. 
Poet Svo, 7s. 6d. cloth, 

A MEMOIR OF THE RIGHT REV. ROBERT DALY, 

D.D., LATE LORD BISHOP OF CASHEL, ETC. 

By Mrs Hamilton Madden, Author of ''Personal Recollections of 

the Bishop of CasheL** 

XL 
Crown Svo, Ss. cloth, 

BERTRAM, THE HEIR OF PENDYNK 

A Tale. 
XIL 

Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

GOD'S WORK, AND HOW TO DO IT. 

A Tale, illustrating the Happy Results of Confirmation. By the 
Rev. William Geat, M.A., Vicar of St John's. Wembley. 

xin. 
Post Svo, cloth, 

FOUR YEARS IN ASHANTEE. 

From the Journals of the Missionaries Rahseyeb and KuLifZ. 



XIV. 
Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. cloth, 

URBANE AND HIS FRIENDS. 

By Mrs Pbentiss, Author of " Stepping Heavenward.'* 

XV. 

Crown 8vo, 6s. cloth, 

EARTH'S MORNING; 

Or, Thoughts on Genesis. By the Rev. Hobatius Bonar, D.D., 
Author of " Light and Truth," &c. 

XVI. 

Eoyal 82mo, each 6d. sewed ; 9d. cloth, 

MORNING BELLS and LITTLE PILLOWS. 

Being Waking and Qood- Night Thoughts for the Little Ones. By 
Francis K. Haveboal, Author of " Under the Surface," &c. 

xvn. 
Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. cloth, 

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

An Exposition of Bunyan's " Pilgrim's Progress." By the Rev. 
James Black, D.D., Glasgow. Vol II. 

xvm. 
16mo, cloth, 

GARDEN FLOWERS. 

By the Author of ** The Dove on the Cross." 

XIX. 

Crown 8vo, cloth, 

THE BOND OF PEACE. 

A Plea for Church Union. 

XX. 

Post 8vo, cloth, 

HINTS FOR THOUGHTFUL CHRISTIANS ON 
THE PRE-EXISTENT MESSLAS ; 

Or, What should be believed concerning God. By the Author of 
'* Notes on the Unfulfilled Prophecies of Isaiah." 



6 

XXI. 

Crown 8vo, Ss. cloth, -^ 

HILLS THAT BRING PEACE. 

By the Rev. C. D. Bell, Honorary Canon of Carlkle, Author cf 

** Kight Scenes of the Bible.'' 

xxn. 
Crown 8vo, Sa. cloth, 

LETTERS OF RUTH BRYAN. 

By the Author of ** Handfuls of Purpose.**. With a Preface by the 

Rev. A. MooDT Stuabt, M.A. 

xxin. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

LECTURES ON GREAT MEN. 

By the late Rev. Frederic Mters, Incumbent of St John's, 
Keswick. With Preface by the Bev. T. H. Tablton. 

XXIV. 

16mo, Is. 6d. cloth, 

A GOLDEN SUNSET. 

Being an Account of the Last Days of Hannah Broomfield. By 
the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D., Author of ** The Healing Waters 
of Israel," &c. 

XXV. 

32mo, lOd. cloth, 

THE FOURTH WATCH. 

By Anna Warner, Author of ** The Melody of the Twenty-third 
Psalm," ** The Golden Ladder," &c. 

XXVI. 

Crown 8vo, 8s. 6d. cloth, 

TALES OF ADVENTURE; 

Or, Wild Work in Strange Places. From **Ballantyne's Mis- 
cellany," &c. By R. M. Ballanttne. With Illustrations by 
the Author. Contents — Hunting the Lions — Away in the Wil- 
derness — Up in the Clouds — The Pioneers : a Tale of the Western 
Wilderness. 



xxvn. 
Crown 8vo, la. cloth limp, 

CROSSING THE RIVER. 

By tke Author of "The Life of the late Rev. Dr Marsh," 
** MemorialB of Captain Hedley Yicars," &c, 

xxvni. 
Crown 8vo, Ss. 6d. doth, 

RELIGIOUS POEMS. 

By the Author of " Stepping Heavenward," &c. 

XXIX. 

Crown 8vo, 68. cloth, 

A THIRD SERIES OF SERMONS PREACHED 

AT KING^S LYNN. 

By the late Rev. E. Hull^ B.A. 

XXX. 

Crown 8vo, ia, 6d. cloth, 

LONG EVENINGS, AND WORK TO DO IN THEM. 

By Mrs Bayley, Author of ''Ragged Homes, and how to Mend 

them." 

XXXI. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. 

CHURCH AND HOME LESSONS FROM 
THE BOOK OF HOSEA, FOR FAMILY READING. 

By the Rev. A. C. Thistlbton, Dublin. 

xxxn. 
Crown 8vo, 4s. 6d. doth, 

QUESTIONS OF THE DAY. 

By the Rev. John Hall, D.D., of New York, late of Dublin, 
Author of ** Papers for Home Readmg." 

xxxni. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

THE TITLES OF JEHOVAH : 

A Series of Lectures preached during Lent 1858. By the Rev. J. 
W. Rbevb, M.A., Author of *'The Death of Self, the Life of 
Service." 



8 

ZXXIV. 
Post 8vo, 68. 6d. cloth,' 

BLENDING LIGHTS ; 

Or, The Relations of Natural Science, Aohssology, and History to 
the Bible. Bj the Rev. William Fbaseb, LL.D. 

XXXV. 

Post 8yo, 6s. 6d. cloth, 

MEMOKIES OF PATMOS ; 

Or, Some of the Qreat "Words and Visions of the Apocalypse. By 
the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D., Author of ** A Gfolden Sunset," 
&c. 

XXXVL 

Fifth Edition, post 8vo, 6s. cloth, 

A TREATISE ON THE PREPARATION AND 

DELIVERY OF SERMONS. 

By John A. Broadus, D.D. 
With Preface by the Rev. Joseph Angus, D.D. 

xxxvn. 
Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

THE EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS; 

Or, How shall Man be just with God ? By the Rev. Hobatius 
BoNAB, D.D., Author of ** The Song of the New Creation." 

xxxvin. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

DE^IP ROOTS FOR PLEASANT FRUITS : 

Containing Notes of above One Hundred of the Rev. E. Lillino- 
bton'b Sermons. By the Editor of *' Possession and Profession." 

■ 

XXXIX. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE : 

Lectures Preached in Portman ChapeL By the Rev. 

J. W. Rbevb, M.A. 

XL. 

Crown 8vo, 8s. 6d. cloth, 

WANDERING HOMES AND THEIR INFLUENCES. 

By the Author of "The Physician's Daughters." 



XLI. 

Crown 8vo, Ss. 6d. cloth. 

WILLOW BEOOK: 

A Sequel to the " Little Camp on Eagle Hill.'' By the Author of 
" The Wide, Wide World.*' With Coloured Illustrationa. 

XLII. 

Crown 8vo, Ss. cloth, 

ANNALS OF ENGLISH PRESBYTERY. 

By the Rev. T. M'Crie, D.D., LL.D. Emeritus Professor of the 

English Presbyterian College. 

XLin. 
Crown 8vo, 168. cloth, 

OUR CHRISTIAN CLASSICS : 

Readings from the Best Divines, with Notices Biographical and 
Critical. By tihe late James Hamilton, D.D., P.L.S. In Four 
Volumes. 

XLIV. 

Crown 8vo, 3a 6d. cloth, 

CHRIST IN THE WORLD. 

By the Rev. F. Whitfibld, M.A., Author of " Light and Life in 

Christ." 

XLV. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

MEMORIALS OF CAPTAIN HEDLEY VICARS, 

97th Regiment. By the Author of " English Hearts 
and English Hands," &c. 

XLVI. 

Royal 8vo, 7& 6d. cloth extra, 

HYMNS OF FAITH AND HOPE. 

Royal Edition, containing most of the Hymns in the Three Series. 
By the Rev. H. Bonab, D.D., Author of " The Rent Veil," &c. 

XLvn. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. doth, 

TALES OF ADVENTURE, BY FLOOD, FIELD, 

AND MOUNTAIN. 

From " Ballantyne^s Miscellany." By R M. Ballanttne. 
Contents : — 1. Sunk at Sea ; 2. Lost in the Forest ; 3. Over 
the Rocky Mountains ; 4. Digging for Gk>ld. 



10 

xLvni. 
Crown 8vo, 68. cloth, 

DEAR OLD ENGLAND : 

A Description of our Fatherland. Dedicated to all English 
Children. Bj Jane A. Winsoom. 

XLDL 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD : 

A Series of Lectures. By the late Jambs Hamilton, D.D., F.L.S., 
Author of " The Life in Earnest^" &c. 

L. 
16mo, each 2& 6d. doth, 4s. 6d. silk, 

HEAVENLY THOUGHTS FOB MORNING AND 

EVENING HOURS : 
Selections in Prose and Verse, with Passages from Scripture. By 

the late Lady Cathsrinb L0K04 

LL 

Crown 8yo, 5s. cloth ; Cheap Edition, 2s. cloth limp, 

ENGLISH HEARTS AND ENGLISH HANDS ; 

Or, The Railway and the Trenches. By the Author of ** Memorials 

of Captain Hedley Yicais," &c. 

UL 

Crown 8yo, 5s. cloth, ^ 

ST PAUL : 

His Life and Ministry, to the Close of his Third Missionary Journey. 
By the late Rev. T. Binnet, Author of "From Seventeen to 
Thirty," &c. 

Lin. 
Crown 8vo, each 3s. 6d. cloth, 

ILLUSTRATIVE GATHERINGS FOR PREACHERS 

AND TEACHERS. 
By the Rev. Q. S. Bowbs, B.A. First and Second Series. 

LIV. 

Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. cl^th, 

THE SABBATH SCHOOL INDEX : . 

Pointing out the History and Progress of Sabbath Schools. With 
Examples in Pictorial, Illustrative, and Object Teaching. By 
R. G. Pardee, M.A; with Introductory Preface by the Rev. 
J. H. Wilson, Edinburgh. 



^/^ 



